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Art. I. Jeremran ond Lamentations. A new Tranflation, 
with Notes, critical, philological, and explanatory. fs yor arn 
Blayney, B. D. Rector of Polfhot, Wilts. 4to. 1]. boards. 
Oxford, printed at the Clarendon Prefs; and fold in Lenten by 
Cadell. 1784. 


HE iabours of the Jearned and exce!!lent Prelate, who fome 
T time fince prefented the Public with a new tranflation of 
Hfaiah, have been attended with feveral beneficial effets, They 
have i! luftrated the obfeurities, and unfolded the beauties, of one 
of the fublimeft books of the Old Teftament. Objections have 
been anfwered; difficulties have been elucidated ; and the whole 
hath been condutted with fuch judgment, eruiitiont, and ince- 
huity, as to afford additional luftre to the evidence of its divine 
infpiration, and give frefh weight to its authority. 

The new tranflation of Ifaiah, by preferving the reverend ap- 
pearance and form of the old, preferved alfo its dignity and 
fimplicity ; ; for had the ftructure of its language been more mo- 
Jern, though it might poffibly have gained in clegance,: yet it 
would certainly have loft in folemnity ; and the minds of com- 
mon readers, unaccuftomed to receive the mandates of Heaven 
in any other ftyle than that which perva ades, with uniferm fim- 
plicity, the tranflation of the Bible which is in general ufe, would 
have revolted at all modern refinements of exprefiion, 2s a fpe- 
cies of difgufting affectation, if not of prophane licence ; and 
would, in all likelihood, have flighted the fubject on account of 
the manner in which it was delivered. 

So judicioufly was this great work executed, as to remove 
many prejudices which perfons of {crupulous minds had con- 
ceived againft a general revifion of the prefent tranflation of the 
Bible ; and as the neceffity of it hath appeared more obvious, fo 
the objeGiions to it have been much diminifhed: and people are 
More reconciled to the idea of a new tranflation of the facred 
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text, than they were before the Bifhop of London convinced 
them, that fuch an undertaking would, inftead of leflening their 
reverence for the Bible, increafe their veneration for it, and give 
them a jufter infight into its contents, provided it were con- 
ducted on the fame grounds, and with the fame difcretion, 
candour, and learning, of which he hath exhibitee fo iNuftrious 
a model. 

The prefent Author follows the plan of the great Prelate; 
and though not with equal fuccefs, yet with much credit both 
as a tranflator and acritic. His fubject is not of equal eminence 
with that which was undertaken by the Bifhop. It hath lefs 
variety in the matter; and contains a lefs fund for curious en- 
quiry and critical i!luftration. 

The tranflation is in general very exaét, and preferves the tone 
and majefty of facred writing. It is accommodated to the old, 
in the general ftruéture of the language; though fome particu- 
lar terms and modes of expreffion are here and there to be met 
with, that are of too mcdern a caft to be venerable, and equally 
detract from its dignity and fimplicity : fuch, in our idea, are 
the following : Di/lendeft— paramours—libidinous as flallion horjes 
— couring—regency—injulated— atoms — extricate — {pecies — come 
manding officer—might without right—privy council— purloin—tilt- 
ers—inbabitre[t—legitimate—convoked — courier — inarticulately — 
annihilation, &c. &c. Some of thefe terms are too modern, 
others too vulgar; fome too refined, and others too obfcure for a 
tranflation of a facred book ; efpecially for a tranflation that is 
adapted to general ufe; for we fuppofe Mr, Blayney tranflated 
the Prophet with an eye to its adoption, in fome future period, 
in the body of a new verfion of the Holy Bible. With fuch an 
object in view, he fhould have been particularly cautious what 
words he introduced. He fhould have admitted none but what 
were generally intelligible; and fuch as would convey no idea 
that might deftroy the effet of the facred text by any improper 
affociation. In general, he hath preferved al} the folemnity and 
beauty of the original; but it is our duty to point out wherein 
he hath been deficient: and on cool reflection, we think the in- 
genious and learned Writer will admit, that fome terms which 
he bath made ufe of need correction. We are aware, that he 
will plead accuracy ; but it would be better to preferve accuracy 
by a perspbrajis, than, in order fcrupuloufly to maintain it, infert 
a word that is low or ludicrous, pedantic or obfcure. 

‘Fhe Notes are very copious: perhaps they will in many in- 
ftances be thought needlefs and redundant; and in not a few, 
dull, tedious, and uninterefting. Many of them are, howevely 
very ufeful ; and fome difcover much critical knowledge in the 
Hebrew language, and a good acquaintance with antient hif- 


tory. 
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The various readings are noticed with the moft fcrupulous 
exactnefs. Conjeétural emendation is fometimes hazarded ; but 
not rafhly, or injudicioufly. If the Author propofes an altera- 
tion in the text, it is with commendable modefty ; and he leaves 
vs to efteem his learning and acutenefs, though we may not be 
convinced by his reafons. 

The Preliminary Difcourfe befpeaks the indulgence of the can- 
did reader in fuch a manner as would not fail of procuring it, 
even though the work, for which it is folicited, were lefs en- 
titled to it than it is. While the Author acknowledges his 
great obligations to the Bifhop of London for the model 
which he hath exhibited, in order to direét others in pur- 
fuing the plan that he had begun, yet he feels the difficulty 
of keeping up to the fpirit of fo great an example, and 
preferving the dignity of his excellent predeceflor. He, 
however, keeps him conftantly in view, and follows his rules 
both ofemtranflation and criticifm. ‘In difcharging (fays Mr. 
Blayney) the office of{tranflator, I have not only endeavoured 
faithfully to reprefent Me general fenfe of the original, but alfo 
to exprefs each word and phrafe by a correfponding one, as far 
as the genius of the two languages would admit; and where 
neceflity obliged me to vary a phrafe, | have ufually fubjoined 
in a note the literal reading, in order to fhew the equivalence 
of that which was fubftituted in its ftead. Art the fame time, 
hoping by all thefe means to bring the reader to a better ac 
quaintance with the author’s manner, I have been no le(s at- 
tentive to imitate, as far as poffible, the ftructure and conforma- 
tion of the fentences, more efpecially in the poetical parts of the 
book, where fo much feems to depend upon it. But in the me- 
trical divifion of the lines or vertes, 1 fear I cannot always 
claim the merit of being exactly right. In fome iaftances the 
cafe is clear, and capable of being afcertained with the greateft 
precifion, as in the acroftic or alphabetical poems, and wherever 
there is a plain and evident parallelifm in the conftruciion of the 
fentences, But where there is neither acroftic nor parallelifm, 
there may be, and affuredly is, verfification, if we may credit the 
fimilarity of di€tion, and other marks of difcrimination. Nor 
can we have the leaft doubt but that this verfification confifted 
in arhythm, formed by a determinate number of duly propor- 
tioned fyllables, proceeding in a regular order, fo as to ftrike the 
ear with a harmonious cadence.” ‘The Author ingenuoufly ac- 
knowledges, that no fcheme of Hebrew poefy is fo perfeét as not 
to be fubje&t to many inaccuracies and miftakes. The bef 
hitherto inftituted is precarious. 

Our Author was intrufted with a manufcript of the Jate Dr. 
Durell, containing critical remarks on the prophetical writings 
of the Old Teftament, from which he feleéted fuch as fell more 
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immediately within the compafs of his defign, and appeared tg 
him moft pertinent and fatisfactory. 

He acknowledges his obligations to the reverend Mr, Woide, 
Affiftant-librarian of the Britifh Mufeum, for collating for his 
ufe, through the Book of Jeremiah, the manuf{cript * copy of the 
Prophets of the verfion of the LX X. now in the Britifh Mufeum, 
and often quoted by the title of 17S. Pachom : on account of its 
havirg belonged to Pachomius, a Patriarch of Conftantineple, 
in the beginning of the fixteenth century. 

After paying a juft and affectionate tribute of refpect to the 
memory of the late Dr. Kennicott, our Author earneftly re 
commends a revifion and new tranflation cf the Bible. This 
he thinks will be making the beft ufe of the Jabours of that 
learned and indefatigable man: and applying the materials 
which he colleéted to the great purpofe of general information, 
© And let me,’ fays Mr. Blayney , ‘indulge a hope that the time 
is not very far diftant, when the tatk of bringing forward thele 
materials to their proper ufe, will not be loft, as ‘hitherto it hath 
been, in the hands of a few well-intentioned individuals, but 
will be undertaken on a more extenfive plan by a fele& aflem- 
bly of the moft learned and judicious divines, commiffioned by 
public authority to examine into the ftate of the Hebrew text, 
to reftore it as nearly as poflible to its primitive purity, and to 
prepare from it a new tranflation of the Scriptures in our own 
Janguage, for the public fervice.”, Warmed with the fubjeé, the 
Author reafons on the utility, and enforces the neceflity of it, in 
very animated language ; and concludes with the following per- 
tinent and liberal refle&tion: * Since we have advantages which 
our forefathers were not pofleilid of, nay, of which it doth not 
appear they had any conception, why fhould we not do for our- 
felves and our poltcrity what they would undoubtedly have done 
for us, had they been found in like circumftances as we are. 
Let the work of purifying and reforming what is amifs in the 
prefent edition of our Bible be fairly and honeftly fet about, and 
with that moderation and fobernefs of mind which the gravity 
of the fubject requires; and I doubt not but we may fafely dif- 
regard the fuggeftions of a narrow and timid policy, fuch as, if 
attended to, ‘would equally, on all occafions, by raifing ima- 
ginary fears and unreafonable alarms, difcountenance and ob- 


firuct che wifeft and mott falutary improvements that can pofiibly 
be devifed,’ 


7 





* Mr. Woide is preparing for the public eye a printed exemplar 
of the Alexandrian MS, cf the New Teftament, exactly copie. from 
the noble original in the King’s Library, prefented in the laft age to 
Charles I. by Cyril Lucags, the Patriarch of Conftantinople. Mr. 
Woide will enrich this publication with learned and valuable c 
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‘9 Mr, Blayney hath adopted, and with great reafon and pro- 
pricty, 2 new arrangement of Jeremiah, from the 20th chapter 
e, to the 46th. The order is as follows: CHAp. XX, XXil, XXiil, 
is XXVy XXViy XXXV, xxXVi, xlv, XXIV, XXIX, XXX, XXXI, XXVli, 
e xxviii, XXi, XXXIV, XXXvil, XXXil, RXXI, XXXVIli, XXXIX. 15—18, 
n, xxxiX. I—I4, x], xli, xlii, xiii, xliv, x!vi, &c. &ec. If the 
ts chapters be read according to this arrangement, a yer feries 
e, will be difcerned. At prefent jt. are evidently disjoint ted ; and 
the irregularity ef the arrangement obfcures their meaning, and 
re perpiexes and mifleads a common reader, 
Pe We now proceed to give a {pecimen of the tranflation . and 
is for this purpufe we will felet a part of the forty-fixth chapter. 
at CHAP. XLVI. 
's 1 THE Worn or JEHOVAH WHICH CAME TQ JEREMIAH CONe 
n. CERNING THE NaTioNns. 
mers, OF EGYPT. 
fe Concerxninc THt ARMY OF PHarRaoH-Necuo, KiInc oF 
th EcyvrtT, WHICH WAS By THE RIVER EuPHRATES aT CaR- 
ut CHEMISH, WHICH NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING OF BABYLON, 
“ DEFEATED IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF JENOIAKIM THE SON 
vy or JostaH, Kinc or Jupau. 
. 3 Orver ye the buckler and fhield, 
to - And move on to battle. 
n 4. Harnefs the horfes ; and mount, ye horfemen ; 
“ And ftand forth with helmets ; 
: Make bright the fpears; put on the coats of mail. 
in rf Wherefore have I feen thofe in difmay 
fe Put to the rout? even their mighty ones are beaten down; 
oh And they have fled amain, and have not looked back. 
ot Fear is on every fide, faith sateen : 
f= 6, Let not the fwift flee away 
ne Neither let the mighty efcape ; 
e, Nothward by the fide of the river Euphrates 
he They have ftumbled, and fhall fall. 
.d % Who is he that rifeth up like a river, 
. Whoie waters {well like floods? 
4 8, Egypt rifes up like a river, 
ie And like floods do his waters fwell. 
if He faith, I will rife, I will cover the land, 
ae I will deitroy the city and thofe | that dwell! therein. 
b- g. Mount ye ha horfes, and deal furioufly ; 
ly The chariots, and let the warriors go forth: 
Cuth and Phat handling the fhield, 
~ And the Ludim expert in the ufe of the bow, 
‘ar 10, But this is the day cf the Lord, 
m A Day of vengeance of Js HOVAH of Hofts, 
to To avenge hi mf{el fofhis enemies, and the ‘wor d thal! ! devour; 
re It thall alfo be fatiated, al urenche dia hei. bicod: 
" For the Lord Jenovan of Hofts hath a facrifice, 
ir, In the north country, by the river iu phrates, 
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11. Goup to Gilead, and take balm. 
O virgin daughter of Egypt, 
In Vain haft thou multiplied medicines, 


There is no cure for thee. 


12. ‘The nations have heard of thy difgrace, 
And thy outcry hath filled the earth ; 
For they have ftumbled, the mighty againf the mighty, 
They are both of them fallen together.’ 

We will next inftance a few places in which the Author hath 
departed, not only in the form of expreflion, but in the fenfe 
and meaning alfo, from the common tranflation. We will in- 
fert both, in order to give the Reader an opportunity of forming 
a comparifon between them, with as little trouble as pof_lible, 


Blayney’s Tranflation. 

Cuap. lV. 

if. A fall wind, fora curfe, fhall 
come at my bidding ; 

Now even I will proceed ju- 
dicially with them. 

Cu. XI. 

15. What hath my Beloved todo 
in my houfe while fhe prac- 
tifeth wickednefs ! 

Shall vows and holy flefh be 
allowed to come from thee? 
When thou art malignant, 

fhalt thou then rejoice ? 

Cr. XVI. 

i1. [As] the Kore that hatcheth 
what it did not lay, 

{So is] he that getteth riches 
and not according to right. 

Cu. XXII. 

6. Forthus hath Jenovan faid, 

Concerning the houfe of the 
King of Judah ; 

Gilead art thou thro’ me, O 
fummit of Lebanon. 

Cu. XXIII. 

6. And this is the name by which 
Jenovan fhall call him, 
Our RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Lament. Cu. II. 

18. ‘Their heart cried out before 
Jenovan with fervency. 

Daughter of Sion, 

Let tears run down like a 
torrent day and night; 

Give thyfe!f no reft; let not 
the daughter * of thine eye 
ftand ftill. 





Common Verfion. 


Even a full wind from thofe 
places thall come unto me; now 
alio will I give fentence againtt 
them. 


What hath my beloved to do 
in mine houfe, feeing fhe hath 
wrought lewdnefs with many? 
And the holy fiefh is paffed from 
thee. When thou doft evil, then 
thou rejoiceft. 


As the partridge fitteth on eggs 
and hatcheth them not, /o he that 
getteth riches, &c. &c. 


For thus faith the Lord unto 
the King’s houfe of Judah, Thou 
art Gilead unto me, and the head 
of Lebanon. 


And this is the name whereby 
he fhall be called, Tue Lorp 
ouR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Their heart cried unto the 
Lord, O wall of the daughter of 
Zion, let tears run down like a 
river day and night; give thyfelf 
no reft; let not the apple of thine 
eye ceafe. 
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* The tear. 
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Blayney’s Tranjlation, ' Common Verfian. 
Lam. Chap. If. 
The remembrance of mine Remembering mine affliction 


” affiction and mine abafe- andmy mile y,the wormwood and 
mentiswormwoodand gall; the gall: : my fou! hath them fill 
>. My foul cannot but remem- in remembrance, and is humbled 
ber, and finketh within me. within me. This I recal to mind, 
+1, This I revolve in my heart, therefore have J hope. It is of 

therefore I have hope, the Lord’s mercies that we are 
22, The mercies of Jehovah that not confumed, becaule his comi- 

they are not exhaufted; that paffions tail not. 

they fail not. 

Thete are a few examples, out of many that might be pro- 
duced, ia which the tranflation is much improved ; and the 
fenfe of the original more exactly afcertained. 

It will be expected of us to give fome fpecimens of our Au- 
thor’s judgment and learning as acritic and commentator. We 
have a wide field before us; and we need not be at a lofs for exe 


tracts. 


Blayney’s Tranflation. Common Verfion. 

jer. Ch. X. 

8. But they when they approach But they are altogether brutith 
are {tupid and fottith : and foolifh; the flock is a doc- 


The very ound itfelf being a trine of vanities. 
rebuker of vanities. 

Notes. But they when they approach] PINWIAI—* It can hardly be 
doubted, that for MN) we fhould, by a ilight alteration, read 
NNN; NM, or MINN: being the infinitive of APN, the verb 
ufed juit before in the preceding verfe. The contraft is thus ftrongly 
marked between the true God and the objets of heathen fuperiti- 
tion. The fervants of the former, when they approached him in 
their devotions, could not help being imprefied with a reverential 
awe of a Being to tranfcendently glorious. But thofe who drew near 
to worthip the latter, manifeited the greatelt ftupidity, in not dif 
covering what was fo obvious to common apprehenfions, the grofs 
unworthinefs - “ objects to whom their adorations were addrefled. 

Ibid. The wery wood itfelf being a rebuker of vanities.| The true 
meaning and force of this expreffion feems to have efcaped the notice 
of the commentators. “01:3 properly fignifies, rectifying or correcting 
a falfe notion by jult reproof: and by vanities are meant idols, to 
called from their being of no real ufe or advantage to thofe who had 
recourfe to their affiftance. And this unprofitablenefs of the idol, the 
very dull and fenfelefs matter, fays the Prophet, out of which it is 
formed, is capable of demonfirat ting. But the ‘‘ rebuke,” ftrictly 
{peaking, is not directed to the idol, but to thofe who had not fenfe 
to perceive that all the efforts of haman art could never change an 
inanimate log of wood into an animated Being pofefied of power 
and intelligence far furpafling the perfon from whom its origi n was 
Cerived. ‘There is therefore an energy and pointednefs in this fhort 
fentence, at leait equal, in my opinion, to whatever hath been faid 
upon the fame fubject by the mott fpirited writer, whether facred or 
profane. Not even the keen raillery of the Roman fatyrilt in thote 
M 4 celebrated 
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celebrated lines, Oli truncus eram feulrus, Se. ‘Horat. Sat. Lib, f, 
Sat. Vill. 1.) though in a more ludicrous it yle, cuts with greater 


feverity.’ ; 
New Tr anflaticne Common Ferfian. 
CHAP. eo € 
7, Lhou didft allure me, Jeno- O Lord, thou hatt deceived me, 
van, and | was allured ; and I was deceived; thou art 
Thou didiiencourage me, and ftronger than IJ, and _ haft pre. 
didit prevail. vailed. 


‘ Notes. Thou haf allured me, &c.] It would be a fiugular plea. 
fure to me to contribute in any degree towards clearing the charater 
of a much injured fervant cf God from thofe imputations which 
have, ! think, very undefervedly been caft upon it. He hath been 

articularly cenfured on account of the paflage before us, in which 

e hath been reprefented as profanely and infolently upbraiding 
God with having falfifed his word to him, and having even forced 
him into his fervice, without granting him that protecti on which he 
had encouraged him to expect. This would have been prophane 
infolence indeed ; but neither do the words ufed by him neceffarily 
imply any fuch thing; nor can they be fo underftood confiftently 
with what the Rraplies deci, ver. 11. that God was with him, 
and fo efle&tually took his part, as to bafle all the defigns of his 
enemies, ee make them afhamed of their unfuccefsful malice. And 
again, ver. 13. he breaks forth into a fong of praife and thankfgiv- 
ing to God - his efpecial prejervation ‘of him. Surely thefe are 
not the expreflions of a man who complained of being de ceived and 
impofed on by God; and the verb fqfM5 may as well figuify to per- 


Juade or allure by fair means, as by falfe and indirect ones ; in which 


Jatter caie only it implies fedudion and deceit. Now God had in- 
vited Jeremiah into his fervice; and proj ypofed both to qualify him 
for, aud employ him in, a minifiry of the moft imp ortant and ho- 
nourable kind. , ** Before I formed thee in the womb, I knew thee; 
and before thou cameit from the birth, I feparated thee; a Prophet 
unto the nations have I conttituted hon ch. i. 5. And again, 
ver. 10. ‘* See, I have given thee power this day over nations, 
and over kingdoms, to root out and to pull down, and to deltroy 
and to overthrow, and to build and to plant.”” Such an offer was 
futhctently flattering to human ambition ; _ for if it be accounted 
highly honourable to ferve an eart! 'y prince, how much more to be- 
come the fpecia! minitter and agent of the fupreme Lord of Heaven 
and Earth? Acc ordingly, Jeremiah fays, that he received the com- 
miffion with joy, and was well pleafed for a time with being ‘* called 
by the name of JzHovan, God of Holts,” ch. xv. 16. But this 
was before he had experienced the inconveniences of his new dig- 
nity, although he could not pretend that thefe were altogether con- 
cealed from him ; for he was apprized from the firft that he fhould 
encounter great oppofition, which however God would not fuffer to 
prevail againit him, ch. i. 17--19. He could not therefore, nor did 
he fay, that he was deceived; the utmott he could mean was, that he 
was allured | by the di azzling {plendor of the office totake it upon him, 


without weighing all its confeguences. So that if any reflegtion b¢ 
here 
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here intended, it is not levelled againft God, but at his own rafh- 
nefs and want of confideration. 
‘ There is alfo as little grounds for charging the Prophet with 
faying,. that God had forced him into a difagreeable office againit his 
will. Yet this feems to be implied in our common tranflati ion, 
«© Thou art itronger than I, and haft prevailed,’ in which fenfe all 
the antient verfions, and the generality of commentators, feem to 
agree. But the verb pint in pibel fignifies to fortify or encourage, 
as may be feen, Deut. 1. 38 iii. 28. Ifa. xil. 7, &c. And the 
words in queftion, I am perfuaded, allu’e to that encouragement 
which the prophet t received from God, when he told him at firft that 
he would enable him to difcharge the office, and would fupport him 
againtt all oppot ers, ch. 1. 7; 8, 17—19- or that which was after- 
wards given him when he began to complain of hardfhips, ch. xv. 
19-21. This being the cafe, I fee nothing in the Prophet’ s words 
but what is confiftent with the utmoit piety and reverence towards 
God; who, he faid, had prevailed upon him to undertake an ho- 
nourable, though painful employment, and ha d encouraged him to 
go th rough with it by affurances which he acknowled ces him to have 
inade gcod ; hut that the unmerited fcorn and infult he had met 
with on the part of man, had often tempted him to with that he had 
withdra wn himfelf fairly out of the way. Surely in all this we may 
fay of him, as Sc ripture fays of another eminent fufferer, ** he finned 
not, neither did he cha roe God foo! ithly.” 

Mr. Blayney might ‘have ijluftrated and confirmed his tranflae 
a of the word ; sab by the ufe of it in other piaces of the 

Vd Teftament, pecticularly Gen. ix. 29. wh er e it is rendered 


in the margin, ** thou /halt perfuade Japhet.” Prov. xxv. 15. 


e 


‘¢ Py l loitg fo? bearing is a Prince per{uaded, ” Hef. XI. 14. co J 
willallure her, Sc,” 
Ch XX HI.6 * And this is the name by which JeEnovan thal] call 
him, Our RIGHTEOUSNESS. | Literally, according to the Hebrew 
idiom, ** And this is the name by which Jcnovan fhall call, Our 
RicgHTEOUSNESS .’—a phrafe exactly the fame ms ‘‘Jenovan fhail 
cali him {o :”? which implies that God would make him fuch as he 
called him; that is, «“ Our Righteoufnels,” or the Author and 
means of our acceptance and faivation. so, by the fame metonyiny, 
Conit is faid to ** have been made of God unto us, wifdom, and 
rizhteoufnefs, and fan@ification, and redemption,” 1 Cor. i. 30 
[doubt not but fome perfous will be offended with me for de- 
riving them by this tranflation of a favourite argument fer proving 


Pp 

the divinity of our Saviour from the Old Teflamenr. Burt I cannot 

28 ¥ ° — 

help it. 1 have done it with no ill deliga, but purely becauie | 

think, and am — fure, that the text as it ftands will not pro- 
1 ‘ 


peity admit of any other conitruction. The LX X, have fo tran {sted 
before ne, in an age when there could not pofli 10 ly | be any biats or 


pr rejudice either for or avainft che before-mentioned do&rine; a do 
tine which draws its decifve proof from the New Te ~bie lent on! 
In the paral liel paflage, ch. xxxiii. 16. the exprefion is a litt! pari 
but the fenfe _— to a jatt and literal tranflation, is preciiely 


the fame ** And this is He whom Jenovan fhall call Ov: 
RICHTEOUSNES3.” 7 














17° Blayney’s Tranflation of feremiah, Se 


In an introdu@ion to the notes on the 3cta and aift chap. 
ters, the Author obferves, that ‘ there are vaitous prophecies in 
many parts of the Old Teftament which announce the future 
reftoration of Ifrael to their own land, and the complete re-efta. 
blifhment of both their civil and religious conftitution in the 
Jatter days, meaning the times of the Gofpel difpenfation. Thefe 
two chapters contain a prophecy of this kind, which muft ne. 
ceflarily be referred to thole times, becaufe it points out circum. 
ftances, which certainly were not fulfilled at the return of the 
Jews from the Babylonifh captivity, nor have hitherto had their 
completion. For the people that returned from Babylon were 
the people of Judah only, who had been carried away captive 
by Nebuchadnezzar; but here i: is foretold, that not the cap- 
tivity of Judah only fhould be reftored, but the captivity of 
If:ael alfo; meaning thofe ten tribes that were carried away by 
Shalmanefer King of Affyria, and who ftill remain in their fe- 
veral d:fperfions, having never returned, in a national capacity 
at Jeaft, to their own Jand, whatever fome few individuals have 
done. [But the terms of the prophecy entitle us to exped, not 
an obfcure and partial, but a complete and univerfal reftoration, 
when God will manifeft himfelf, as formerly, the God and Pas 
tron of all the families of Ifrael, and not of a few only.’ 

Playney’s Tranflation. Common Ver fion. 

Ch. XLII. 

13. And he fhall break in pieces He fhall break alfo the images 
the images of the Houfe of of Beth-fhemefh that is in the 
the Sun, which is in the land of Egypt. 
land of Egypt. 

Notes. —the Houfe of the Sun.] The LXX. fnder wow m3 
Heliopolis, that is, the city of the Sux: where as we learn from Hero- 
dotus, lib. 11. c. 59. the Egyptians celebrated a grand feftival an- 
nually in honour of the Sun, who had atemple there. But Beth- 
feoeme/h {eems rather to mean the temple itfelf, in which the image 
of their deity was ereéted. 

Ch. XLIX. 32. “* Of thofe that inhabit the infulated coaft.”’] * The 
peninfula of Arabia.’ 

34. ** ConceRNING ELam.”’] £ Elam we find to have been an 
independent and even powerful kingdom in the days of Abram, 
Gen. xiv. 1. But I am not of the opinion of thofe writers who hold 
that by Elam in Scripture, Perfa is always meant. ‘There is no 
doubt, but that when the monarchy of Perfia was eftablifhed under 
Cyrus, Elam was blended into, and formed a part of it. But before 
that time, Elam and Perfia were two diftin¢ét kingdoms. ... We may 
conclude I.lam to have been, as the name itielf would lead us to fup- 
pote, the country called by the heathen writers E/ymais, which Pliny, 
in conformity with Daniel, defcribes as feparated from Sufiana by 
the river Euleus or Ulay.’ 


Blayney’s Tranflation. Comman Verfiane 
Lament. Ch. IV. 
15. Begone, Unclean, men cried They cried unto them, Depart 


unte ye, 
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Blayney’s Tranflation. Common Verfion. 
unto them, begone, begone, ye, itis unclean, depart, depart, 
touch not: touch not; when they fled away 


Becaufe they were contentious and wandered, they faid among 
even when they were fugi- the Heathen, They fhall no more 
tives, men faid among the fojourn there. 
nations, ‘They fhall fojourn 
no more. 

Notes. ‘* Becaufe they were contentious,” &c.]... © As their mif- 
chievous behaviour rendered them obnoxious at home, fo carrying 
with them abroad the fame litigious and turbulent fpirit, they made 
nations unwilling to admit of their fojourning among them. Or the 
rendering may be, “* When they wrangled and were alfo fugitives ;”” 
i.e. When, in confequence of their inteitine broils, they (namely the 
weaker faction) became exiles, the ncighbouring nations would have 
nothing to do with perfons, who, they faid, as it follows in the next 
verfe, were difcarded of their God, and had fhewn no fort of refpect, 
where on account of character and age it was due.’ 

To this work is fubjoined an Appendix confifting of ‘* Ob- 
fervations and Notes of the Jate learned Thomas Secker, D. D. 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, written by him in two Bibles, now 
depofited in the Archiepifcopal Library at Lambeth.” 

Mr. Blayney hath feleéted all which relate to the prophecy 
and lamentations of Jeremiah; and inferted fome additional ob- 
fervations of his own, 

At the conclufion are three copious and ufeful Indexes—viz. 
of texts of Scripture, authors and things, which are occafionally 
referred to, or explained and illuftrated more at large. 

We with the example of this learned Writer may excite a 
laudable emulation in others: and if he fhould profecute this 
noble plan, and apply his labours to the elucidation of other 
books of the Old Teftament, we wifh his fuccefs may be equal 
to the importance of his undertaking : and may the piety, can- 
dour and judgment, with which he hath hitherto conducted it, 
mark his future progrefs as confpicuoufly as they do the paft. 





Art. II. Encritsh Erymorocy ; or a Derivative Di@ionary of 
the Englifh Language: in Two Alphabets, tracing the Etymology 
of thoie Words that are derived (1.) from the Greek and Latin 
Languages; (z.) from the Saxon and other Northern Tongues. 
The whole compiled from Voflius, Meric Cafaubon, Spelman, 
Somner, Minfhew, Junius, Skinner, Verftegan, Ray, Nugent, 
Upton, Cleland, and other Etymologifts. By the Rev. George 
William Lemon, Reétor of Geytonthorpe, and Vicar of Eatt 
Walton, Norfolk. 4to. 11. 6s. boards. Robinfon. 1783. 


HE Author prefaces this very extraordinary work with 
what he cails a * Defence of the Englith language ; 
and on the ule of Etymology.’ But how is a language to be 
defended againft thofe who flander and ill-treat it? Is it by 
demonftrating 
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demonftrating its force, its harmony, its perfpicuity, or its Coe 
pioufnefs? No. Mr. Lemon leaves thofe fuperficial matters to 
advocates of another clafgs. He remounts to the fource, in the 
deep bofom of antiquity; catches words as they arife in their 
rudeit forms,.juft as they begin to emerge oe exittencc, and 
purfues them through all their changes, till t hey affume an ap- 
pearance as different from their original thepe, as the butierfly 
from the caterpillar. 

Every wife mafter-builder lays a foundation before he rears 
the fuperiiructure. Mr. Lemon is fo conhdent of his ground, 
that he is not afraid to reft on it the moft ponderous load that 
Jong and painful labeur could colleét from thofe dark ftore- 
houfes which dulnefs had fitted up for the recention of its own 
Jumber; and to which an imagination, ard with the love of 
idle and abfurd conjecture, hath mad e many weighty additions, 

The defign of this elaborate work may be cclleeted from the 
followmng pafl-ge — 

‘ Let the channel cr channels (for there are undoubtedly many) 
through which the words of our modern Englifh have been derived 
to us be whatever they "may, Roman, Gothic, Celtic, Saxon, Teu- 
tonic, or Icelandic, ttill it is the Greek alome that is the true bafis of 
the Eneliuh tongue; for it matters not from whom we borrow any 
word; if thofe from whom we borrowed it, borrowed it from thofe 
wo borrowed it from the Romans; who borrowed it from the 
Grecks ; then confequ ntly the Greek is the only ra ‘ix of that word; 
Lotwithitanding the various dialects it may have paffed through be- 
fore it came to be adopted by ourfelves. 

Tais general pofition is illuftrated by an analyfis of a vaft va- 
riety of words which occur, not only in learned compofitions, 
but ia common and vulgar cunvericion, The terms of art, we 
know, are almoft whoily of Greek original: but it is net gene- 
rally futpected that fo many of our provincial terms, familiar, 
and even cgnt exprefhons, fhould be indebted for their exifence 
to fo iiluftrious an origin. 

‘Every Englifhman,’ faysour Author, ‘ undoubtedly thinks he un- 
déritands the Englith Ia ngvage, becaufe he {peaks it, and is able to 
make ufe of it for all che purp soles of common hie; and this may, and 
does an{wer ail his exigencies; and that is enough for him: be it fo. 
Many then may content themfe slves with the bare k nowledge of a word, 
and think it a fufficient acquiition if they know the general meaning of 
It; and indecd fucha knowle dge is fully jutticient for their contracted 
{phere :. but an etymol ogiftis not fatisfied with the b are, fimple figui- 


fic alicn of a word, | ne would wilh to ks Now the radic: al fi. Yymation o©r it; s 


he will not content himifelf with the m ere knowledge, that any word 


Jgnifies fach or fuch a thing; he would be glad to kuow fomething 


farther ; ; he would willingly be informed, w het her it bears anv con- 
nexion with the origtnal idea: nay, it may be confi‘ent! y afferted, 
that no perfon can thoroughly uncerfland the po wer and energy of 
the Englio tongue, who does not trace it up to rhe Creek :--thus, for 
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‘ndance, every one knows the meaning of the following weras, being 
part of a lady’s drefs, viz. her cap, handkerchief, apron, riffies, lace, 

on, and /acgue; or the following, being part of the furniture of 
. work- batket, rapper, Sih, thread, Scifjars, needles, pans ¢ —thus 
every one knows the meaning of thefe expreffions, the duce take it; 
fach a thing is /picé and /pan ncw:~—every one knows the meaning 
of thefe words, bridle, /addile, fiirrops, whip, boots, Spurs, and jour- 
ney 3 ot does every one know the derivation of thofe words 3 and that 
a], ani each of them are Greek; as will be found on confulting 
every one of them under their proper articles, among many hun- 
dreds more in the compilation of the following work. 

‘ But there are many words in our language that continue to wear 
fo ftrange, and uncouth an appearance, as would require more than 
an Oedipus to develope and difentangle them from their prefent in- 
tricate and enigmati¢al difguifes:—thus the expreflions hot-cockles, 
feratch-cradle, link-bey, begele- bce, haut got, bon-mét, kick-/haws, 
crutched-friers, and innumerable others, can only be explained by 
their etymology :— every one of which is Greek.’ 

As a fpecimen of the learning and ingenuity of this new Ety- 
mologift, in tracing out words through ‘all the labyrinths of de- 
rivation; and difcovering the parent by the fainteft fhadow of 
refemblance that hovers on the face or arms, or hands or back, 
or backfide of the child, we will produce the following, w which 
have occurred to us at random—for ia fuch a wilderneis we had 
neither choice nor hefitation: 

AppLe of the eye; according to our method of writing this 
a any perfon would fuppofe, th at by the apple of the eye we meant 
the ball of the cye: but, notwithitanding the apparent connexion be- 
tween thofe two ideas, the apple of the BY means quite another thing ; 
at leaft the derivation points out a different meaning ; for the Greek 
and Latin words, from which we have taken our expre elon. do really 
fignify quite a different thine from the Fall of the eye; the Greek 
words are {Iec6ev-, Kopny and (ai: , and the Latin word er all 


which fignify what is commonly called = bird of me eye: let us 
confider only the word [lzi:, from wiet pupiia is wus dahitihe 
Mxt-) Tic, TstAdacy TcF iaroc, pupilla; the * “pi il o Oj the eyes Ws hich lig- 


nifies that little Opening, or round hole, that admits the rays of 
light; and through islele 3 is reflected oun the boitoin of the eye 
that little image, that little boy or girl, that puppet (pupilla) wirich is 
difcerned by every perfon, who looks atieutively into the eye; 
and is nothing mere than the reflection cf his own fxage: the 
apple of the eye, therefore, is only a diminutive of papple, or pupil, 
Or puppola, or UeFiar,, or puppet in the eye:—this explanation 
has been the more clofely attended to, becaufe it was defigned 
as an explanation of that paflage in Xe! nophon, which is quoted 
by Longinus, and cenfured vy that great critic: the paflage is 
in the fourth fection of Longi nus, where he fays, Ts des were 
Tics Asyey > OWE YE RAE Ob yowes ERTIOS (SevoQw im Aeyw, nae LlAala: x) 
MObO6 y ex THE Lwxpales cules ANAS BO» UAWS Om ta vlue UAMOONZ Ny 
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"wr xarnar® mdnacrsepes dav avles nynoeio ab avila Tay Ww Tor: PG ce? u0Kg 
Na;Sar. The whole paffage feems to fay, that the Lacedemonian 
youth behaved themfelves more modeftly than even the very puppets, 
or little images in their eyes; or in the eye :—there is, indeed, a pret. 
tinefs in the expreffion, but certainly no error in the text, as many 
of the commentators would have us fuppofe.’ 


Nor have the commentators /uppofed that an error exifted 
in the copy of Longinus without reafon. ‘* Puppets in the 
eye” may be a very pretty expreflion in the mouth of a nurfe 
when dandling a child; and may be very diverting when well 
managed ; but, in the mouth of a grave hiftorian and philofo- 
pher, we lofe its © prettine/s’ in its puerility. But it is not only 
puerile, in the manner in which it is introduced by Longinus ; 
it is unmeaning and nonfenfical. What are we to underftand 
by the modefly of the puppets, or images in the eye? They are 
only the reprefentations of outward objects; and muft be mo- 
deft, or immodeft, juft as thefe objets are, of which they are 
the figures. The true reading of the paflage is undoubtedly 
sy ros SaAapos, and then the fenfe is natural and elegant, viz. 
‘© You would think them more modeft than virgins in the bridal 
bed.” 

‘Aunt.’ Upton, and other etymologifts, have derived this 
word from the Greek ; and as it is fometimes pronounced Naunt, 
there is a refemblance between it and Navn, which hath pre- 
cifely the fame meaning. Notwithftanding this derivation is 
pure Greek, yet Mr. Lemon is not content with it; for no 
reafon that we can difcern, but becaufe it is not fufficiently far- 
fetched to credit the fagacity of a profound etymologift, who 
hates to pick up what lies on the furface, and who eftimates 
the value of a thing by the di/fance from whence it is brought. 
© There is,’ fays our Author, * another derivation of the word 
Aunt, which hath been fuggefted to me by this gentleman [Up- 
ton] under his article Tart, viz. ‘* That uncle is taken from 
the middle of 4vunculus.”— Now fince this is undoubtedly true, 
it is not improbable that Aunt may have been taken from the 
beginning of Avunculus: thus avunc, converted into avunt, and 
then contracted into aunt; and confequently will originate ftill 
from the fame root with the word UNCLE.’ 

But how doth Uncle prove his right to Grecian defcent? See 
his pedigree drawn out in form by his etymological herald. 

© UNCLE; Aiwy, AiFwv, evum, avus, avunculus.’ 

Now is not the genealogy traced through its various branches 
with as much accuracy as Swift traced the pedigree of pippin up 
to Jupiter ? 

Who, endowed only with an ordinary faculty of perceiving 
and judging—who hath not eyes to draw afide the common 
coverings of words, and penetrate into their hidden efiences, 
where 
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where they exift like * firf? matter” before it had ‘a rag” of 
vifible ** form,” could have conjectured that Bang ever lay con- 
cealed in the fkirts of TAncow? Turn it as you will, this way 
or that, infide out, open every folding; untie every knot, rip 
every feam, pick out every thread ; where do you find any thing 
that is like itin form or feature? Doth it bear atrace of its 
image; a fingle letter of its fuperfcription '—An etymologift, 
sifted like Mr. Lemon, poffeffes a kind of fixth fenfe. He feels 
a fympathy with the fecret eflznces of words, and needs not the 
outward and vifible fign to direét him in exploring their hidden 
and myfterious abode in their firft elements. 

‘ BANG, Mancow, MAnye, plango, quali blango, blang, bang.’ 
But there are fome faftidious critics who are prone to Carp ata 
derivation that fets out in its career without one fingle letter by 
way ofamzsw. To take away all occafion of cavil, Mr. Le- 
mon is willing, with fingular toydefcenfion to the fcrupulous, 
to fupply them with a /etter or to Wbegin with: and if they 
cannot proceed with fuch affiftance, let them return to cabbage 
planting ; they are not fit for etymologifis, nor for etymological 
ftudies. 

‘Or, our word bang may be derived from Paxlpov, bacillum, 
bacillus, unde baculus, banculus, bang.’ 

Mr. Lemon is of opinion that our Britifh anceftors knew 
more of Greek than the generali'y have been difpofed to give 
them credit for. By what channel was the Janguage communi- 
cated to the rude inhabitants of this ifland before the invafion of 
it by Julius Cafar? The queftion is anfwered at once: * By 
means of the Druids, Celts, and Gauls.’ Befide this general 
anfwer, our Author inveftigates particular proofs; and makes 
good his pofition by an appeal to facts, founded on the infallible 
teftimony of Sammes, and the venerable authority of Geoffry of . 
Monmouth. Bladud, founder of Bath, and the fon of Rud- 
hudibras ftudied at Athens—brought home with him a ftore of 
Greek learning, and four Greek philofophers, who opened a 
{choo] at Stamford, and taught their language and their philo- 
fophy to the Britifh youth about 863 years before the birth of 
Chrift. But the internal evidence is, in @ur Author's opinion, 
of ftill ftronger weight than the external: or rather it gives 
credit and confirmation to it, ‘ That language, fays he, which 
the Greeks fpake, and which we ourfelves now fpeak even to 
this day, curtailed, transformed, transfigured, and tranfpofed 
in fo wonderful a manner, by the harfh, difcordant, and une 
polifhed diale&ts of Celts, Gauls, Weifth, Piéts, Scots, Saxons, 
Danes, Normans, Germans, and Dutch, as have almoft en- 
tirely effaced the primitive purity of the Greek tongue, which 
Was undoubtedly fpoken very early in this ifland. ‘Che people 
then who very early vifited this country having been Phceni- 
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cians and Greeks; and thofe philofophers who were eftablifhed 
here by Bladud having been Greeks likewife, it is no wonder 
that the Druids (whofe very name is Greek, though not derived 
as is commonly imagined) fhould have underftood, and fpake, 
and wrote that lanouace.’ 

The learned Reader knows that the common derivation of 
Druid is from Apug, an oak: and this derivation is fupported 
both by antient and modern authorities of very high credit, 
(ur Author is not however fatisfied, although it be Greek, 
The root runs deeper into the ground than hath been generally 
fulpected. There is fearcely a fprout of it on the furface, It 
is al] underground ; and it needed to be fearched for, like metals, 
or {prings, by the magic of adivining rod. Druid, then, is com- 
pounded of two words, under which it lurks fo fecretly, that it 
fearcely peeps through either of them. £ Is and ayc.4-o¢, or rather 
sv, bene, bonus, good, pegdy efd.’ All this is very clear; but 
what fhall we do for Set. Oh! that comes out of Is. 
Which way? O! thou blind to the myfteries of etymology ! 
—‘ Is, vis, vim, vi, vir, d’er, aman.’ Now, doft thou need 
Luphraly to purge thy vifual ray? —Whiat, not clear yet ? It frets 
one to have to do with people of fuch dull and obtufe intellects. 
But as we cannot make them wifer by quarrelling with them, 
we will condefcend to their weaknefs, and make them fee, whe- 
ther they will or not. Well, then, from Is comes wis. Here the 
offspring is an inch taller than the parent. From vis comes vir. 
From wir, comes er. Here the matter is reverfed ; and the child is 
an inch fhorter than the father. No matter for that. Thefe things 
happen very often in common life; and we may judge of every 
thing by analogy. Er is Celtic for man: and the d’ is only a 
particle, anfwering to our the. ‘Thus we have got in our pof- 
feffion d’er-efd, i.e. ‘ the good man; the bonus pater, the good 
father, the pope, prieft’? Q.E.D. . 

But we may not only difcover the Greek at the bottom of 
names and profeffions; but we fometimes meet with it oa the very 
furface of places. e. g. 

‘ Bos¢a-BELL, Booxw, pasco, pafcuum: paflure: alfo a wood 
or grove.’ But where’s the deli? ‘That indeed is more out of 
fight; and it needs an etymological eye to find it out in its 
hidden, recefs.— Fei] is derived from oyn, or ovew, or ovnus. Take 
your choice, You are at a lofs which to fix on ?—Luckily, ei- 
ther will anfwer the purpofe of etymology.—Suppofe, for the 
fake of faving trouble, we fix on ovnus. Now, ovnys fignifies, 
to offord affifiance. Afiftance in a trying moment, is as Sc. Auf- 
tin tays of peace (let the Coalition fay what they will of the Jaf? 
peace) a good thing, Very well. From ovnus you may get ovos 
very legitimately ; and from oves the Latins got bonus. Bonus 


begat Lenus, and Benus begat Bellus; and thus you have the 
generation 


gy Druid 
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generation of Bell—When Mr. Lemon hath put things to- 
ther, he makes them produce Bofca-bell, i.e. ‘a beautiful, 
leafant, and ever memorable grove in the Weft of England, 
famous for containing the royal oak in which Charles the Second hid 
himjelif’? ——Odd’s-fith, fays the merry monarch, this would 
better have fuited my grandfather. 

We might produce a thoufand {pecimens of the fame delectable 
kind, for the edification and entertainment of our Readers. But 
it is enough for us to excite curiofity: if any wifh to gratify ic 
farther, they muft confult the work itfelf. 

The Author, perched on his etymological dunghill, claps 
his wings, and crows in defiance of all who have fcraped the 
dunghill before him. He hath found jewels which efcaped their 
fuperficial fearch ; and, like a cock of wifdom, knows how to 
ufe them when he hath found them ;—and is difpofed to call us 





fools for not comprehending their value. B. -k 





Art. III. Letters from the Archdeacon of St. Alban’s, in Reply to 
Dr. Prieftley. With an Appendix, containing fhort Strictures on 
Dr. Prieitley’s Letters, by an unknown Hand. 8vo. 3s. fewed. 
Robfon. 1784. 


HE part we have taken in this controverfy renders it a 
difficult and delicate tafk to review what may be written 
in it, either by the advocates or by the opponents of Dr. Prieft- 
ley. We cannot flatter ourfelves with the hope of being ac- 
quitted of the charge of partiality ; and muft expeét to have the 
charge aggravated againft us by thofe who are themfelves under 
the ftrong bias of party and fyftem. We will however fo con- 
duct ourfelves, as to give the flighteft occafion poffible, for any 
reflection on our candour. We will fairly prefent our Readers 
with the fubftance of every thing of real confequence to the ar- 
gument on each fide of the queftion: and though we do not 
pledge ourfelves to Dr. Prieftley, to confine our remarks within 
the narrow limits which, it fhould feem, beft fuit our humble 
ofice and character as Reviewers, yet we fee no grounds at pre- 
fent to fuppofe, that we fhall have any cccafion, or feel any 
temptation, to give them a wider fcope, or a minuter aim, 
_ We have done our duty ; and we have reaped the reward of 
it:—the confcious fatisfaction of having difcharged it with in- 
tegrity and honour: to which we may add, the approbation of 
gentlemen of the firft eminence for learning and critical judg- 
ment, among both the clergy and laity, of every denomination ; 
—an approbation unfought by the infidious wiles of flattery, and 
only acquired in the open path of truth and honefty. 
The prefent publication, by Dr. Horfley, confifts of feven- 
teen letters, addrefled to Dr, Prieftley, They are writien in 
Rey. Sept. 1784. ‘ ON an 
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an animated and nervous ftyle; they confift of much criticat 
erudition ; they difcover an exa& acquaintance with the fubjeas 
in debate, and a deep knowledge of ecclefiaftical antiquity : they 
were penned under a warm and lively impreflion of the truth 
and importance of the catholic doctrine refpecting the perfon of 
Chrift: they preferve a tone of dignity not unfuitable to the 
character of the learned writer, when difcuffing tubjects which 
be found it his incumbent duty to illuftrate and defend, and a 
certain con{cioufnefs of fuperiority in that fpecies of learning 
which qualified him to engage in the controverfy. 

The firft Letter ftates the reafons why the Archdeacon de- 
clines a regular controverfy with Dr. Prieftley. * You chal- 
lenge me to a conteft in which it is my refolution never to en- 
gage: not from any diftruft of my own caufe, nor from any 
dread of the abilities by which I fhould be oppofed.’? The 
sirchgeacon is aware that controverfy with fuch a writer as Dr, 
Priditléy would be anendlefs thing. ‘If I could adopt your 
heroic plan of writing on till I fhould have nothing left to fay, 
our correfpondence would run to an enormous fize, for I fhould 
have more than a fingle remark to make upon almoft every fen- 
tence of every one of your ten letters. But as we both write 
for the edification of the Public, and yet few, I fear, will be 
cifpofed to give along or aclofe attention to our fubje@, the 
eale of our Readers, if_we mean to be redde, muft be confulted. 
You, J am told, in defiance of your bookfeller’s fage counfels, 
defpife fuch confiderations. But they will have their weight 
with me. I fhall be unwilling either to fatigue by the length, 
or to perplex by the intricacy or obfcurity of my reafoning.’— 
© When [ have fhewn the infufficiency of the defence which you 
have now fet up, and have collected the new fpecimens of your 
hiffortcal abilities, which this new publication fupplies in great 
abundance, whatever more you may find to fay upon the fub- 
ject, in me you will have no antagonift.’ 

The Archdeacon refted the ftrength of his original attack 
rather on the zmportance than the variety of the matter of com- 
plaint. He might have noticed many other inaccuracies, &c. 
without any impeachment of his candour, and with advantage 
to his argument; but it was not neceflary to point them out, 
and therefore he fuffered them to pafs unnoticed. ¢ If the in- 
itances of miftake which I have alleged be few in number, yet 
if they be fingly too confiderable in fize to be incident toa 
well-informed writer; if they betray a want of a general com- 
prehenfion of your fubjeét, which might enable you to draw the 
true conclufions from the paflages you cite ; if they prove you 
incompetent in the very language of the writers from whence 
your proofs fhould be drawa ; unfkilled in the philofophy whofe 
dostrines you pretend to compare with the opinions of the 
church ; 
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church ; a few clear initances of errors of this enormous fize 
may releafe me from the tafk which you would impofe upon me, 
of canvafling every part of your argument, and of replying to 
every particular quotation. <A writer of whom it is once proved 
that he is ill-informed upon the fubject, hath no right to demand 
a further hearing.” | 

The fecond Letter confifts of a recapitulation of the Arch- 
deacon’s charge, of which we gave an account at the time of 
its publication. [Rev. for November 1783. ] 

In the third Letter, the charge of reafoning in a circle is 
confirmed: the argument from what Dr. Prieftley calls, the 
clear fenfe of Scripture, and the materiality of man, is confuted : 
and the genuine fenfe of zJo¢ in 1 John, 2. is afcertained.__~+ 
The Archdeacon refers under this head to a paper which he 
publifhed in the Gentleman’s Magazine for November laft, un- 
der the fignature of PERHAPS. 

In Letter IV. the defence of the argument from St. John’s 
firft Epiftle is confuted ; and the true fenfe of ** coming in the 
fieth” is fettled on fuch grounds as to make the affertion equally 
repugnant to the principles both of the Docetz and the Cerin- 
thians. * The Docetze affirmed that Jefus was not a man in 
reality, but in appearance only; the Cerinthians (from whom 
the Ebionites borrowed their tenets) that he was a mere man, un- 
der the tutelage of the Chrift, a fuper-angelic being, which 
was not fo united to the man as to make one perfon. St. John 
fays, ** Jefus Chrift is come in the flefh;” that is, as the words 
have been generally underftood, Jefus was a man, not in ap- 
pearance only, but in reality: not a mere man as the Cerin- 
thians taught undef the care of a fuper-angelic guardian, but 
Chrift himfelf come in the flefh ; the word of God incarnate. 
St. John fays, that whoever denies this complex propofition is 
of Antichrift.’ 

The Archdeacon contends, that the phrafes ** to come” (fim- 
ply to come, as was faid of John) and to be “ partakers of flefh 
and blood,” are by no means equivalent to that under confi- 
deration. To come in the fle/> means fomething more than a 
mere coming into the world by a natural birth, or entering on 
any particular miffion or employment. ‘ If fome future hz/fo~ 
rian of thefe planet-ftricken times fhould fay, ‘*-In the end of 
the 18th century came Dr. Prieftley, preaching the Unitarian 
do&rine,” no one will fufpe&t any thing more than that a man 
of this name preached this do&trine. But if the hiftorian fhould 
fay, ‘* Dr. Prieftley came in the fieh preaching this doétrine,” if 
the writer who may ufe this expreffion fhall have any credit in 
his day, a general curiofity will be excited to know, whether 


Dr. Prieftley had it in his power to come in any way without 
his fleth,’ 
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“¢ Partaker of flefh and blood.”—‘ The purport of the paffage is 
to aflign a reafon why the Redeemer fhould partake of fleth and 
blood ; that is, why he fhould be a man. But a reafon why a man 
fhould be a man one would not expect to find in a fober man’s dif- 
courfe. For why any thing fhould be what it is, rather than what 
it is not, is a queftion which few, I think, would afk, and none 
would attempt to anfwer. The attempt to aflign a reafon why the 
Redeemer fhould have been a man, implies both that he might have 
been, without partaking of the human nature, and, by confequence, 
that in his ‘own proper nature he was originally fomething different 
from man; and that there might have been an expectation that he 
would make his appearance in fome form above the human.’ 

In the fifth Letter, Dr. Horfley defends his former interpret. 
ation of a paffage in Clemens Romanus; and confirms it by a 
reading in Jerome. ‘* Thé f{ceptre of the majefty of God came 
not in the pomp of pride, although he had it in his power,” 
xaimep dwaevos. The word ravle is fuppofed to have been 
omitted by fome tranfcriber, fince the paflage is thus tranflated 
by Jerome cum poffit OMNIA, although he hath ALL THINGs in 
his power.” 

The .Epiftles of Ignatius are confidered by the Archdeacon, 
and their authenticity is maintained on thofe grounds on which 
it hath been fo ably defended in that mafter-piece of criticifm, 
the Vindicia Ignatiane of the learned and excellent Pearfon ; ‘a 
work,’ fays the Archdeacon, in his farcaffic way, ¢ which I fuf- 
pect you have not yet looked through.’ ——[Dr. Prieftley acknow- 
Jedges that it was but very lately that he became acquainted in 
any degree with the writings of Bifhop Bull. Since they were 
mentioned by his opponents, he hath, it feems, condefcended 
*¢ to look through them,” as he fays. Hence the Archdeacon’s 
{neer about looking through; not forgetting to give a fly touch 
en paffant at the ** rapid glances.” | 

‘he genuinenefs of the fhorter Epiftles of Ignatius is alfo 
ftrengthened by the authority of the following diftinguifhed 
names; Ifaac Voffius, Uther, Hammond, Petavius, Grotius, 
Cave, Wake, Cotelerius, Grabe, Dupin, Tillemont, Le Clerc, 
&c. Kc. 

The Archdeacon is perfuaded,. that no figurative interpretas 
tions can elude the force of his citations from Ignatius ‘in de- 
fence of the doctrine of the pre-exiftence and divinity of 
Chrift. 

In the fixth Letter, our Author confirms his former pofition 
refpecting the difference between the Ebionites and Nazarenes, 
by the fuffrage of Mofheim and other critics of great ‘name. He 
confutes Dr. Priefiley’s conclufions from certain ijl-tranflated 
and mifconceived paflages in Epiphanius ; aflerts that the, Na- _ 
warenes were not a fect of the Apoftolic age; that Ebion wase, 
not contemporary with St. John ; but that if the fact. fhould® : 
appear) 
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sppear to be otherwife, yet the antiquity of a fect would be no 
proof of its orthodoxy. 

We noticed, in our Review of Dr. Prieftley’s Letters, his un- 
fair conduét, re(pecting his quotations from Epiphanius ; but 
we left it to Dr. Horfley to expofe it at large; which he hath 
done, and very effectually. § In thefe quotations I have to 
complain, partly of a want of crilical difcernment, partly of 
ftratagem, partly of unfkilful interpretation ; and I affirm, that 
not one of the paflages alleged is to your purpofe.” The ob- 
fervations on an obfcure and intricate (and as we think dif- 
joinced) paflage in Epiphanius, are learned, judicious, and acute ; 
and have the merit of making the antient writer {peak confifte 
ently with himfelf: whereas Dy. Prieftley’s interpretation fets 
him at variance with himfelf, end with all antiquity befides. 

The feventh Letter treats of the argument from Origen re- 
fpecting the Ebionites. It refts on two paflages in the books 
againft Celfus: the firft was mifinterpreted by Dr. Prieftley, in 
avery important puint; and both in connection afford no fup- 
port to his hypothefis. 

The teftimony of Origen is however confidered by the Arch- 
deacon as very precarious: nor can the opinions of the firft age 
be concluded from the reprefentations of the learned father. A 
the inftance under remark, he is conviéied of * a notorious 
faliehood.’ * He alleges of the Hebrew Chriftians in general, 
that they had not renounced the Mofaic Law.’ This affertion 
is proved to be falie by inconteftible evidence. 

‘ The affertion ferved him | Origen } for an anfwer to the inveétive, 
which Celfus had putin the mouth of a Jew againit the converted 
Jews, as deferters of the laws and cuftoms of their anceftors. ‘The 
aniwer was not the worfe for wanting truth, if his Heathen antago- 
nift was not fufficiently informed in the true diftinctions of Chriftian 
fects, to detect the falfehood. But in all the time which he fpent 
in Paleftine, had Origen never converfed with Hebrew Chriftians of 
another fort ? Had he met with no Chriftians of Hebrew families, of 
the church of Jerufalem ? Was the Mofaic law obferved, was it to- 
lerated, in-‘Origen’s days, in the church of Jerufalem, when that 
church was under the government of Bifhops of the Uncircumci- 
fion? The faé& is, that after the demolition of Jerufalem by Adrian, 


the majority of the Hebrew Chriftians, who muft have paffed for 


Jews with the Roman magiitrates, had they continued to adhere to 
the Mofaic Law, which to this time they had obferved more from 
habit than from any principle of confcience, made no fcruple to re- 
hounce it; that they might be qualified to partake in the valuable 
prvileges ofthe Elian Colony, from which Jews were excluded. 

aving thds.divefted themfelves of the form of Judaifm, which to 
that time they had born, they removed from Pella, and other towns 


to which they hdc retired, and fettled in great numbers at lia. 
gr he"féw, who retained a fuperftitious veneration for their law, re- 
" Mained in the North of Galilee, where they were joined perhaps by 
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new fugitives of the fame weak character from Paleftine, And this 
was the beginning of the fect of the Nazarenes. But from this 
time, whatever Origen may pretend, to ferve a purpofe, the majority 
ef the Hebrew Chriftians forfook their law, and lived in communion 
with the Gentile Bifhops of the new-modelled church of Jerufalem ; 
for the name was retained though Jerufalem was no more, and the 
feat of the Bifhop was at Elia. All this I affirm with the lefs he. © 
fitation, being fupported by the authority of Mofheim*. From 
whom indeed I firft learnt to rate the teftirony of Origen, in this 
particular queftion, at its true value +.’ 

The eighth Letter maintains that a pofitive proof is ftill ex- 
tant, that our Lord’s divinity was the belief of the very firft 
Chriftians :-—this proof is found in the Epiftle attributed to Bar- 
nabas, which, if not the work of an Apoftle, was undoubtedly 
a production of the apoftolic age; and hath been even cited as 
fuch by Dr. Prieftley himtelf—The Author, it is obferved, 
was a Chriftian of the Hebrews ; a believer in our Lord’s divi- 
nity; and writes to Chriftians of the Hebrews concurring in 
the fame belief. 

In the ninth Letter, Dr. Horfley obferves, that the proof of 
the orthodoxy of the fift age overturns Dr. Prieftley’s argu- 
ments from Hegefippus and fuftin Martyr,—that Hegefippus 
maintained the orthodox faith ; that Dr. Prieftley’s own prin- 
ciples fet afide his interpretation of Juftin Martyr; and that the 
Doétor is in fact reduced to the mortifying neceffity of giving 
it up. © The words 20° av os rAsisos ravla pros dokacasles evrrosey 
could not be intended to convey the fenfe which you and your 
vindicator would impofe upon them. On the contrary, they 
muft be underftood as an affertion, or at leaft as an infinuation, 
that the opinion of our Lord’s mere humanity was generally 
condemned,’ 

The Archdeacon examines at large the paflage in Tertullian, 
which Dr. Prieftley adduces as a proof that the majority of 
Chriftians in the age of that Father were Unitarians ; and clearly 
— that it is no proof of the point for which it was pro- 

uced. 

The tenth Letter difcuffes the pofition in Dr. Prieftley’s third 
Letter, viz. ** That the primitive Unitarians were not deemed 
heretics.” It would be affe&ted modefty not to take notice of 
the compliments which, in this Letter, in particular, are paid to 
the Monthly Reviewers. We acknowledge that they gave us 
seal pleafure ; and we were happy to fee our criticif{ms confirmed 


a, 





* De rebus Chriitianorum ante Conftantinum. Sec. Il. §. 38. 
Not. *. 
+ See his Differtation about Ebion, which is the tenth in order 


in the Firlt Volume of a Colleétion, intitled, Difértationes ad Hiffo- 
riam Ecclefiaflicam pertinentes. ml” 
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py the fanction of fo eminent a fcholar, and fo judicious a 
writers 

The Archdeacon heartily joins with the Reviewer, and con- 
frms his arguments on the celebrated paflage in Juftin, of which 
Dr. Prieftley had given a mutilated account. ‘* It is fufficient 
for our purpofe that a blafphemy of Chrift, by denying his di- 
vinity, and refufing to honour him with divine worfhip, is a 
part of Juftin’s defcription of the heretics to which he alludes.’ 
It appears then that the Reviewer was not mittaken, when he 
fuppofed that Dr, Horfley would concur with him in the inter- 
pretation of this paflage, and in condemning Dr. Prieftley for 
the reprefentation which he gave of it. But Dr. Prieftley, in 
acertain Letter addrefled to a gentleman whom he had the in- 
civility to name, writes as if he was certain that the Arch- 
deacon would exculpate him from any blame, and rather be Ais 
ally, than the Reviewers, in this particular inftance. ‘* If this, 
faid he, fhould be the cafe, the Reviewer fhould make his ac- 
knowledgment as public as his guilt is enormous.” Enormous! 
indeed, to fay, that Dr. Prieftley had milreprefented a paflage in 
an antient Father! and that Dr. Horfley would fee it !—But 
Dr. Horfley baving partaken of the guilt, frees the Reviewer 
from the obligation of acknowleagment. 

‘ Your Reply [entitled Remarks on the Monthly Review, addreffed to 
Mr. B | is indeed very extraordinary It confiits of three parts. An 
apology for the omiffions ; a defence of your argument; and a flat 
denial that you have made the omiflions, for which, however, you 
have condefcended to apologize.’—* A friend has told you, that the 
paflage in Juftin is entire, and in its proper place, in your Letters 
tome, p. 31. It is true, Sir, the paflage is entire in the Greek in 
the margin of your book. But has your friend told you that it is 
entire in your ¢vanflation? My learned ally complains, and indeed, 
Sir, with too much reafon, that you write for the unlearned. The 
entire paflage, as long as it appears not in your tranflation, lay in- 
nocently enough in the Greek at the bottom of the page.’ 

The concluding part of this Letter corrects a grofs blunder 
of Dr. Prieftley’s relating to Clemens Alexandrinus. ** Almoft 
the whole,” fays Dr. P. of his 7th book of Stromata, ‘ relate 
to the fubject of herefies, He mentions fourteen different herefi- 
archs by name, and ten heretics by character ; but none of them 
bear any relation to the Ebionites, or any fpecies of Unitarians.” 
—** Almoft the whole” is indeed foftened down into “* @ great 
part” in the lift of errata, Sir,’ fays the Archdeacon, ‘a reluc- 
tant and imperfe& retraétation is more unfeemly than the firft 
error, be it ever fo enormous. If you would not be thought to 
impofe on your reader’s ignorance, or prefume upon his igat- 
tention, you muft correét again; and for a great, bid him read 
4 very little part.’ After giving a particular account of the con- 
tents of this divifion of the Stromata of Clemens, the Arch- 

N 4 deacon 

















184 Horfley’s Letters to Pricflley: 


deacon fays, * Thus it appears, that that ‘* great part,” which 
you had well nigh miftaken for the ‘* whole” of the feventh book 
of the Stromata, is fomewhat /e/s than one part in forty-cight.’ 

The eleventh Letter enters critically and Jargely into the paf- 
fage in Athanafius, of which we have already taken particular 
notice. Our fentiments on this head perfeétly coincided with 
the Archdeacon’s. We took notice of the fame mifreprefenta- 
tion of Dr, Prieftley, and made nearly the fame obfervations on 
it that Dr. Horfley did, though we had no communication with 
one another. ‘lhe fame coincidence of opinion and remark oc- 
curred in many other inftances, though neither was privy to 
the other’s intentions. 

The general contents of this Letter are the following:— 
¢ The fenfe of the words ailia evdeyos miftaken by Dr. Prieft- 
Jey—The fenfe of the word cunecis miftaken by Dr. Prieftley— 
Prudence and caution not fynonymous—The matter of fact, as 
reprefented by Athanafius, miftaken by Dr. Prieftley——His 
grammatical argument refuted—T hat Athanafius fpeaks of un- 
converted Jews, proved by a comparifon of the two claufes in 
which Jews are mentioned—The Gentiles not uninterefted in 
queftions about the Meffiah—Of deference to authoritics.’ 

Dr. Prieftley tranflates asjia evrdoyos fpecious pretence. The 
Archdeacon ob(ferves that it means a gocd reafon:—* a caufe 
fairly defenfible upon a juft and honourable plea.’ Dr. Prieftley 
(who is * fufpected by the Archdeacon to take the fenfe of Greek 
words from ordinary Lexicons’) renders cunesis by the word 
caution. Sagacity comes nearcft to the idea of Athanafius in his 
ufe of this term. ‘* He extols the fagacity of the Apoftles; 
their caution he never mentions.’ 

After a few very juit remarks on an obfervation of Dr. Prieft- 
ley’s, relating to the future tenfes of verbs, the Archdeacon zives 
his antagoniit the following neceflary and friendly advice, ‘ In- 
deed, Sir, you would do well to be cautious, upon all occa- 
fions, how you handle thefe briars of criticifm,’ But, alas! 
what was faid of the Pharifees who thought they faw ? 

‘ Your lait refource is to flee for fhelter to the authority of Beau- 
fobre. ‘* The learned Beaufobre, a Trinitarian, and therefore an 
unexceptionable judge in this cafe, quoting this very paflage, does 
not hefitate to pronounce, that they were believing Jews who were 
intended by the writer *.” It is for you, Sir, to judge, what de- 
ference is due from you to the authority of Beaufobre. For my own 
part—I hall not affe&t a modefty, which I feel not—when the fenfe 
of a Greek fentence is the thing in queftion, if I have the writer 
upon my own fheif, or can find him upon my friend’s, it is not 
muth my practice to ftand bowing at a diftance to authorities ; un- 
Jefs indeed it be the authority of a Cafaubon, a Scaliger, or a Bent- 








—_" 
~~ 


* Letters to Dr, H. p. 42, 
| ley. 























Horfley’s Letters to Pric/tley. 185 


tey. But thefe men would laugh, or they would ftorm, at your at- 
ture to conftrue Greek, with Beaufobre at your elbow. To 
cue Greek! 1 fear, Sir, they would think but lightly ef your 
| «ir erudition, after the fpecimen which you have given of it, in 
cour atrempt to wreft from my learned ally his ftrong argument for 
the ference, which we afiert, in articles of faith between the Na- 
pa-ancs and the Ebionites. The feats of criticifm, which you have 
performec for this purpofe upon certain plain words of Jerom f, to 
grav them from the only meaning of which they are capable, had 
vou been a Weitminfter man, were enough to bring old Bufby from 
his grave. But, alas! Sir, you are not to be perfwaded though one 
fhould rife from the dead. I truft our readers are perfwaded, that 
the argument from Athanafius was with great juitice and propriety 
laced among my fpecimens of infufficient proof.’ 

Ihe twelfth Letter replies to the fifth of Dr. Prieftley, in 
which he moved fome chronological difficulties; which, how- 
ever, he is as much concerned to anfwer as the Archdeacon. 

General Contents of this Letter.—* The divinity of our Lord 
preached from the very beginning by the Apoftles—St. Stephen 
amartyr to this do¢trine—His dying ejaculations juftify the 
worlhip of Chrift.—Chrift deified in the ftory of St. Paul’s con- 
verfion.— The divinity of Jefus acknowledged by the Apoftles 
from the time when they acknowledged him for the Meffiah.— 
Notions of a Trinity and of the Deity of the Meffiah current 


among the Jews in the days of our Saviour.’ 

From this Letter we could tranfcribe (but our limits will not 
permit us to give copious extracts) many paflages truly fub- 
lime, exprefled in language ftrong, full, and animated. The 


following may ferve as a {pecimen: 

‘ Another inftance, to which I ever fhall appeal, of an early 
preaching of our Lord’s divinity, though it may not conduce to 
your conviction, is the ftory of St. Paul’s converfion : in which, as 
it is twice related by himfelf, Jefus is deified in the higheft terms. I 
know not, Sir, in what light this tranfaétion may appear to you. 
To me, I confefs, it appears to have been a repetition of the {cene 
at the bufh, heightened in terror and folemnity. Inftead of aJam- 
bent flame appearing to a folitary fhepherd amid the thickets of the 
wildernefs, the full effulgence of the Schechinah, overpowering the 
{plendor of the mid-day fun, burfts upon the commifiioners of the 
Sanhedrim on the public road to Damafcus, within a fimall diftance 
of the city. Jefus fpeaks, and is fpoken to, as the divinity inha- 
biting that glorious light. Nothing can exceed the tone of authority 
on the one fide, the fubmiffion and religious dread upon the other. 
The recital of this ftory feems to have been the ufual prelude to the 
Apoftle’s public apologies ; but it only proved the means of height- 
ening the refentment of his incredulous countrymen,’ 

Letter the thirteenth is written in reply to Dr. Prieftley’s 
fixth,—* Dr. Prieftley’s ignorance of the true principles of Pla- 
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tonifm appears in his Difquifitions concerning matter and fpi. 
rit.— The equality and unity of the three pr rinciples of the Pla. 
tonifts. Dr. Prieftley’s peculiar fenfe of the word perfonification 
not perceived either by the Archdeacon or the Reviewer.— the 
outline however of Dr. Prieftley’s work not mifreprefented by 
the Archdeacon.— The converfion of an attribute into a fub- 
ftance differs not from a creation out of nothing.—Never taught 
by the Platonifts—The eternity of the Logos independent of any 
{uppoted eternity of the world.—Not difcarded therefore by the 
converted Platonifts.—Dr. Prieftley’s arguments from the ana- 
logy between the divine Logos and human reafon anfwered.— 
‘The Archdeacon abides by his affertion, that Dr. Prieftley hath 
mifreprefented the Platonic language.—The Archdeacon’s in- 
terpretation of the Platonifts refts not on his own conjecture, but 
on the authority of Athenagoras—confirmed by other authori- 
ties. — Dr. Prieftley’s quotations from Tertullian confidered— 
from Laétantius.’ 

The charafter of Landantius is well appreciated by the 
Jearned Archdeacon. 
~ € Yow call upon me to confider alfo a paffage cited in your hiftory 
from Lattantius, whofe orthodoxy, you tell me, I cannot queftion *. 
Sir, you are not more inaccurate in your citations from the ancients, 
than unfortunate in your divinations about the principles of your 
contemporaries, and the conceffions which they will be willing to 
make to you. The orthodoxy of Laétantius I fhall queftion, I hall 
deny. He had not perhaps the difpofitions of an heretic. He did 
not fet himfelf to oppofe, what he knew to be the approved doétrine 
of the church. But his taleat was eloquence, which he poffefled in 
a high degree, and his learning was in mythological antiquity. In 
Philofophy his information was fmall; in Divinity he was a child. 
The common places of Morality and ‘Natural Religion he touches 
with elegance, and he inveighs againft the pagan Superftition in a 
mafterly ftrain. But in his attempts to philofophize, or to expound 
articles of faith, he is contemptible. In the feventh chapter of his 
firft book he afcribes a beginning to the exiftence of the eternal Fa- 
ther#™ No wonder then that he fhould afcribe a beginning to the 
Son’s exiftence. You are welcome, Sir, to any adv antage you may 
be able to derive from the authority of fuch a writer.’ 

In the fourteenth Letter, the Archdeacon defends his fup- 
pofition, that the firft Ebionites worfhipped Chrift ; and alfo, 
that Theodotus was the firft perfon who taught the Unitarian 
doétrine at Rome. 

‘ Sir, I will grant—I am liberal, I am fure, in my conceflions— 
I will grant, that Rome fwarmed with Unitarians in the time of 
Tertullian. Not for the reafon which you aflign ; that Tertullian 
fays, the Unitarians were the majority of believers. For this Ter- 
tullian hath not faid, with whatever confidence you may afcribe to 
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* Letters to Dr. city, p. 70. 


> 


4 


akiunde. See Crim peta 
Hi VUy a 








ch atte yas Gtr é ane. 


pa VME, 
ferred te by St Neon , Mage, Vln 




















ll ON Se; OOTE—Eer ww TY ~— — " ~ a 4 











Horfley’s Letters to Prtefiley. 


him the dreams of Zwicker and his credulous difciples, I muft take 
che liberty to fay, Sir, that a man ought to be accomplifhed in an- 
sient learning, who thinks he may efcape, with impunity, and with- 
out detection, in the attempt to brow-beat the world with a peremp- 
gory and reiterated allegation of teftimonies that exilt not. But, 
Sir, although I deny that Tertullian fays, that the Unitarians were 
‘n his time the majority of believers, yet I will grant, that they 
were numerous at Rome in the time of Tertullian. I profefs I 
know not how numerous or how few they were. But, to fhew the 
frength of my caufe, fince you are picafed to have it fo, let them 
be numerous. How will their numbers affect my fuppofition, that 
Theodotus was the firft perfon who at Rome taught the Unitarian 
doctrine? Might not this be, although the Unitarians {warmed at 
Rome in the time of Tertullian? Relieve me, Sir, it well might 
be; for the times of Tertullian were the very times of Theodotus. 
About the year of our Lord 185, Tertullian embraced Chriftianity. 
About the year of our Lord 190 came Theodotus the apottate, the 
tanner of Byzantium, preaching at Rome the doctrine of Anti- 
chrift.’ 

The 15th Letter is written in reply to Dr. Prieftley’s feventh. 
‘ The metaphyfical difficulties ftated by Dr. Prieftley neither 
new nor unan{werable.—Difficulties fhort of a contradi&tion no 
objeGtion to a revealed doétrine.—Difficulties in the Arian and 
Socinian doétrines.—T he Father not the fole objeét of worfhip. 
—Our Lord, in what fenfe an image of the invifible God, and 
the firft born of every creature.—Not the defign of the Evan- 
gelifts to deliver a fyftem of fundamental principles.—T he doc- 
trine of the Trinity refts on the general tenor of the facred 
writings. — The inference that Chrift is not God, becaufe the 
Apoftles often {peak of him as man, invalid.—The inference 
from the manner in which he fpeaks of himfelf invalid.—The 
Athanafians of the laft age no Tritheifts.’ 

‘ Bifhop Bull, in his defence of the Nicene creed, fpends a 
whole chapter, and a very long chapter it is, on the fubjeét of the 
Son’s fubordination ; which he maintains to be as much a branch of 
the true faith, as the doétrine of the Son’s eternity or confubftan- 
tiality.—The fame thing is afferted by Bifhop Pearfon in his expofi- 
tion of the Apoftie’s creed. .. .'To the fame purpofe the learned Mr. 
William Stephens, author of fome able difcourfes on the Trinity, 
in his fermon on the eternal gertfration of the Son of God, preached 
before the Univerfity of Oxford, Auguft sth, 1722..... The fame 
fentiments are acknowledged by Dr. Waterland, in his Commen- 
tary on the Athanafian creed...... You mifreprefent the ftrict 
Athanafians of the laft age, when you charge them with affertin 
fuch a feparation and independence of the ‘Three Perfons, as woul 
amount to T'ritheifm : and you mifreprefent me, when you infinuate, 
that I would fet the Three Perfons at a greater diftance than the 
Athanaiians of the laft age allowed. I maintain, that the Three Per- 
fons are one Being; One by mutual relation, indiffoluble connec. 
Hon, and gradual fubordination: fo firi€ly one, that any individual 
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thing in the whole world of matter and of fpirit, prefents butg 
faint fhadow of their Unity. I maintain, that each Perfon by him. 
felf is God; becaufe each pofleffes fully every at.ribute of the di. 
vine nature. But! maintain, that thefe Perfons are all included in 
the very idea of a God; and that for that reafon, as well as for the 
identity of the attributes in each, it were impious and abfurd to fay, 
there are three Gods. For to fay there are three Gods, were to fay 
there are three Fathers, three Sons, and three Holy Ghofts. [| 
maintain the equality of the three Perfons in all the attributes of 
the divine nature. J maintain their equality in rank and autho. 
rity, with refpect to all create:! toings, whatever relations or differ. 
ences may fubfift between themiclves. Differences there muft be, 
left we confound the Perfons ; which was the error of Sabellius, 
But the differences can only confit in the perfonal properties, left we 
divide the fubftance, and make a plurality of independent Gods, 
It wil! not put me out of conceit with the arguments, which [ have 
brought to fupport thefe facred truths, or with the illuftrations which 
I have attempted, that you pronounce them equal in abiurdity to 
any thing in the Jewifh cabala * (of which | fufpe& vou hardly know 
enough to judge with certainty of this pretended refemblance) or that 
you imagine, when you read me, that you are reading Peter Lombard, 
Thomas Aquiuas, or Duss Scotus +. Perhaps, Sir, though 2 i’ro- 
teftant divine, I may dometimes cond icend to look into the Sat, 
and may be lefs mortified, than you conceive, with this comparifon, 
It was well meant, however, and is one of thofe general deprecia- 
tory infinuations, which are apt to catch the vulgar, and may ferve 
the purpofe of a reply upon any occafion, when a real reply is not 
to be framed.’ 

In the fixteenth Letter the Archdeacon attempts to fhew, by 
argument, and by example, that the Unitarian dotrine is not 
well calculated for the convertion of Jews, Mahometans, or in- 
fidels of any defcription.—A trial was made by the Socinians of 
the laft age on * his Excellency Mureth Ben Ameth, Ambafla- 
dor of the Emperor of Morocco at the Britith court, in order to 
form an alliance with the Mahometan prince, for the more ef- 
fectual propagation of the Unitarian principles.’ 

The hiftory of this curious treaty may be found in Leflie’s 
Socinian Controverfy difcufféd. A certain paper was delivered by 
two deputies of the Socinian fect to the Ambaflador, in which 
his Excellency and the Muflelm§@ of his fuite are addreffed as 
** votaries and fellow-worlhippers of the one only fovereign 
God :” and moreover they acknowledge that Mahomet was 
raifed up by God, to affert with the fword, what they had been 
defending with their pens: and that the Arabian prophet was 





* Letters to Dr. Horfley, p. 80. + Ibid. p. gg- 
t No Proteftant, I imagine, will ever think it worth his while 


to read many fections of that work—the Summa. Hiftory of Cor- 
ruptions, vol.i. p. 119. 
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deputed by Providence to be the fcourge of idolizing Chriftians. 
Of the authenticity of this fingular paper Dr. Leflie enter- 
tained no doubt. * An hundred years, fays Dr. Hoifley, are 
almott elapfed fince thefe overtures were made to the Moor; 
and as no effect hath yet followed, it fhould feem that the con- 
yerfion of the Mahometans to the Unitarian Chriftianity is as 


unlikely as that of the Jews.’ 

In the laft Letter the Archdeacon takes leave of the contro 
"We cannot deny ourfelves the pleafure of prefenting the fol- 
lowing paflage to the Reader. It is not lefs juft as a general 
obfervation, than it is fevere on thofe individuals againft whom 
it is levelled : . 

‘ Fools imagine, that the greateft authorities are always on the 
fide of new and fingular opinions, and that by adopting them, they 
get themfelves into better company than they have naturally any 
right to keep: and thus they are fecretly worfhippers of authority, in 
that very actin which they prétend to fly in the face of it. They wor- 
fhip private authority, while they fly in the face of univerfal. They 
deride an old and general tradition, becaufe they have not fagacity to 
trace the connection of its parts, and to perceive the force of the en- 
tire evidence: and while they thus trample on the accumulated au- 
thority of ages, with an idiot fimplicity they fuffer themfelves to be 
led by the meer name of the writer of the day.’ 

The contempt which Dr. Prieftley exprefles for the efta- 
blifhed church, and the feveral orders and inftitutions of it, hath 
provoked the Archdeacon to retort in a manner that may be exe 
cufed, but which we dare not vindicate. 

In the conclufion he recolleéts himfelf, and the Chriftian 
fhines fuperior to the difputant. Still looking forward to the 
time when, after all that is paft, we fhall mutually forgive and 
be forgiven, I remain, &c. &c. &c.’ 

In this pleafing hope, in this generous with, we join our ree 
verend and Jearned friend; and thus mingle fouls with his in 
fomething of higher aim than the ftruggles of controverfy, and 

of far nobler fatisfaction than victory itfelf can impart. B...k 


Avt.IV. A Collefion of the minute and rare Shells, lately difco- 
vered in the Sand of the Sea Shore near Sandwich; by William 
Boys, Efq; F.S. A. Confiderably augmented, and all their Fi- 
gures accurately drawn, as magnified with the Microfcope. By 
George Walker, Bookfeller at Faverfham. 4to. 5s. boards. 
White, &c. 





ET not the minutenefs of the objects here delineated, call 

up the furly enguiries of thole, who have not been accuf- 
tomed to live with their eyes open to the works of nature: they 
are 
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are not fit judges in thefe matters *. If they will perfift in afk. 
ing, of what ufe is all this labour? What good can accrue tg 
mankind from this knowledge, in point of food or other ufe? We 
muft frankly join iffue with them, and acknowledge, that we 
know of none at all, either prefent or likely to happen, as to 
the body, for ufe or ornament, or to the fatisfying any appes 
tite: neverthelefs a much nobler idea will take its rife in our 
opinion ; one which, by difplaying fo momentoufly the power 
of the omnifcient Creator, will thwart the infidel in his favourité 
ideas of e/caping the eye of the Almighty, and force him, as he 
defcends the fcale from the immenfer objects to thefe minutiffima, 
to confefs, that the Being which has formed thefe, can full 

equal all that the tongue of man has yet declared of the poffibi- 
lity of his power +. Every propofition in Euclid fupports thofe 
which precede it, and leads on to fomething which follows: fo 
alfo in our enquiries into nature every difcovery anfwers the 
fame double purpofe, becomes a valuable link in the univerfal 
chain, and operates with additional force upon every thinking 
mind. 

The work f, it muft be allowed, is executed with great neat- 
nefs: it confifts of three Plates, which are hone/tly filled with 
figures without being crowded, containing go objects, highly 
magnified, moft of them in double pofitions ; and 25 pages of 
letter pref:, giving fhort defcriptions of the fhells which are 
figured (almoft all of them xon-defcripts), with the places where 
found, and their degrees of rarity. We fhould here be lavifh 
of our praifes, but it is needlefs to fay more, than that it has 
already been approved by fuch illuftrious perfonages, as that 
truly amiable, and no lefs intelligent lady, the ducheis Dowager 
of Portland, and by the Prefident of the Royal Society. 

Mr. Walker, in his Preface, gives us the following account 
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€ ‘pr + 
+ ‘FR what a train of wonders have we here to purfue? What 
muft be the economy of animals {fo very diminutive, fo weak, fo 
expofed from their fituation to the force of every rude wave, and 
who, notwithftanding, fo often efcape unhurt? How do they rear their 
young ? trom whence collect their prey ? 
¢ It is the joint production of Mr. Boys and Mr. Walker.—* To 
Mr. Boys all praife is juftly due from every lover of natuaral-fciente, 
for his happy and fuccefsful inveftigation of this part of our natural 
hittory, which hath fo long continued unexplored. Being anxious 
of adding {till mofe to this elegant colleftion; than the fand from 
Sandwich had afforded, (viz. to Mr. Boys) I have examined the fedi- 
ments of various parts of the fhores, &c.’? Walker’s Preface, p. 4: 
oO 
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of Mr. Boys’s entering upon this curious purfuit, and the mode 
in which he conducted it: eine . 

‘ The firft difcovery of the curious minute Shells, exhibited in this 
collection, originates with that inquifitive naturalift William Boys, 
Ef; F.S. A. of Sandwich, in the county of Kent; who, by his 
unremitting refearches into the works of Nature, was happily in- 
duced to examine with his glaffes the fand of the adjoining fhore, 
whereby he difcovered a confiderable number of minute Shells, al- 
together new to him, lodged therein. 

¢ Information of this having been communicated to my worthv 
friend, Edward Jacob, Efq; F.S. A. _Mr. Boys was earneltly preffed 
by him to profecute the difcovery, with the offer of procuring afflift- 
ance in the purfuit, if his other neceflary avocations would not per- 
mit him to employ it fo clofely as Mr. Jacob wifhed: the propofal 
being readily accepted by Mr. Boys, Mr. Jacob was pleafed to make 
an offer of the employment to me, which I entered upon moft will- 
ingly ; and, upon receiving feveral parcels of fand from Mr. Boys, 
I purfued the following method in examining them :-—Firft, I placed 
fmall portions of it, when dry, under Dr. Withering’s botanical mi- 
crofcope, in order to feparate the Shells from the fand, and after- 
wards proceeded to enlarge every Shell with the greater magnifers 
of Cuff’s microfcope for opaque objeéts, and Wilfon’s pocket one ; 
and by thefe aids I drew them as exhibited in the plates. 

¢ And here it may not be unacceptable to inform future inquirers, 
that, in order to facilitate the more eafy difcovery of thefe minute 
objects, after the fand was perfectly dry, I put a handful on an open 
fheet of paper, and gently fhook it from fide to fide, by which 
means, the minute Shells being lighter than the fand, were fepa- 
rated from and Jay above it, and were thereby much more expedi- 
tioufly procured, than by any other means I could think of. It is 
alfo advifeable to place the objects for infpeétion in a fituation where 
no fudden blaft of air can come, otherwife, being very light, they 
may be unexpettedly blown away, as I have too frequently expe- 
rienced thereby the lofs of feveral rare fpecimens; indeed a carelefs 
breathing or cough, while they were under examination, hath been 
attended with the fame difagreeable accident.’ 

With refpeéct to the deicription and arrangement of thefe mi- 
nutiffima, we will fay one word for the Author, in addition to 
what he has fo modettly faid for himfelf. ‘That the difcovery is 
novel, no one but Plancus *, if we remember rightly, having 
in any fhape preceded him in it;—that, therefore, he only 
gives a loofe defcription of what appeared to him particular in 
each object, and different from the others which ‘he defcribes ; 
Not aiming ata really fpecific diftinction from all the congeners, 


_ 
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* He publifhed a treatife de Conchis Ariminenfibus minus notise 
Venet. 1739, 4to. An improved edition (the 3d) appeared in 1760: 

very curious and learned work. It contains a natural hiftory of 
fome teftaceous animals of Rimini, an Italian town, on the Adriatic 
fhore ; more particularly of minute wautili, &c. now firft difcovered 
in the fea fands of that place. 
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or even an exact limit of each genus, but only giving thofe 
hints, which, whenfoever any one well verfed in the fcience 
will be at the trouble of defcribing them fcientifically, wi!} be 
found to be of fome fervice. Our Author ftyies his defcriptions, 
only an Explanatory Index. All therefore is evidently fab. 
mitted to the profefled naturalift. In the mean time Mr, W, 
very modeftly deprecates the feverity of criticifm, as to both 
thefe particulars, arrangement and de({cripticn, and implores the 
farther affiftance of the curious. 

‘ The afligning adequate trivial names to the fhells, except in a 
few inftances, hath been omitted, through the fear of giving fuch 
as might any way interfere with thofe already given by Linnzus, to 
Shells of the fame kinds, the principal aim has been to give concife 
and accurate defcriptions of them ; how they may be approved, is 
fubmitted to the Public. 

‘ As it is an allowed difficulty to determine where one clafs of 
Shells ends, and another begins, a liberty is taken of placing all the 
compreffed Snails under the title HELIX; and thofe with a produced 
clavicle, whether lefs or more, and whether the aperture be round 
or oval, or tending to either form, under the title TURBO, which 
it is hoped will be pardoned by the Critics in Conchology. 

* It having been fuggefted that many of thefe Shells may prove 
to be the fry of Shells heretofore publifhed, great care hath been 
taken to obviate that idea ; feveral {pecimens, iufpeéted to be fuch, 
have therefore been laid afide for future inveftigation. 

¢ The Author begs leave to inform his Readers, that he will con- 
tinue his refearches; and if he fhould be fo fuccefsful as to procure 
a fufficient number of Shells for another plate, it fhall be publithed 
feparately, as an Appendix, to accommodate the prefent purchafers, 
without putting them again to the expence of the whole: and that 
he fhall think himfelf much obliged to any gentleman who will fa- 
vour him with any minute Shells here unnoticed, with an account 
where difcovered, or any other obfervations tending to illuftrate this 
part of our natural hiftory.’ 

The giving them trivial names would have been no great 
difficulty, had it occurred how Linnzus has managed his nu- 
merous family, Phalena.—In one of the orders its names end in 
ella, as the Tinee ; in another in ana, as the Tortrices, &c. &c. 
So here diminutives in Jus, da, might have been applied with 
great propriety and effeé?, to ail fuch as are not already defcribed 
in the Sy/fema Nature *. We need not now obferve, that a tri- 
vial name is of fingular fervice, marking the diftinétion, facili- 
tating converfation, &c. The world has long fince acknowledged 





* Thus, for inftance, in Mr. Walker’s Family Nautilus, the 1f, 
3d, and 4th. being in the Syfema, may retain their names ; but the 
others might be called, the 2d. Perwerfulus, sth. Levigatulus, 6th. 
Polygonatulus, 7th. Sulcatulus, 8th. Craffulus, oth. Lobatulus, roth 
Carinatulus, with. Sub-arcuatulus, 12th. Re@ulus. 
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his, in the univerfal plaudits beftowed on Linnzeus’s fagacity in 
his refpect. . 

The mention of their not being the fry of other Shells, is an 
obfervation which comes to us very fatisfactorily. 

We rejoice that thefe refearches are ftill carrying on; and we 
hope, that others may be ftimulated to employ a leifure mo- 
ment, in aiding an enquiry of this peculiar kind. To have 
the {cience of Conchology perfect in all its parts, is a with wor- 
thy of every lover of it; and when the whole fhall have been 
arranged by a fkilful hand, we truft that it will be faid again, 
of the prefent publication, 


In tenui labor, at tenuis non gloria. G — h s 
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Art. V. Occafonal Epiftles. Written during a Journey from Lon- 
don to Bufrah, in the Gulph of Perfia, in the Years 1780, and 
1781. By Eyles Irwin, Efq. to. 3s. fewed. Dodiley. 1784. 


F thefe Epiftles, which are three in number, and addrefted 
to William Hayley, Efq; the firft is from Venice, the ‘:- 
cond from Laodicea, and the third from Coorna, on the confiux 
of the Tigris and Euphrates. ‘The fubjects of them are, as 
might be fuppofed,—fuch as the fcenes through which the poet 
travels would naturally fuggeft. In the Epiftle from Venice, a 
comparifon is drawn between the former greatnefs of that {plen- 
did republic and her prefent infignificancy. Almoft the whole 
of the Epiftle is occupied by this comparifon, and the reflections 
which arife from it. ‘The fame obfervation may be extended 
to the Epiftle from Coorna, in which the Poet dwells more on 
paft events, than on objects immediately before him: in the 
Epiftle from Laodicea he is more defcriptive: fetting fail from 
Venice he regularly traces the progrefs of his voyage, till it ter« 
minates at the place of its deftination. 
The following extract will give an adequate idea of the ftyte 
in which thefe Poems are executed : 
* Now northward bound, the bark her helm obeys— 
A fudden calm her rapid progrefs ftays. 
Inactive held, we view the diltant fhore,__. 
Which takes new forms and changes tints no more. 
Stretch’d in a line, we pietce its utmoft bound, 
Where moilt, unpeopled Scanderoon is found. 
Warn’d by the wife, we fhun the baleful foil, 
While down the coaft oar eyes uplifted toil. 
Stupendous ridge! there fénc’d Seleucia lay, 
Whence fatn’d Orontes, iffuing, floods thé bay. 
Remov’d behind, loft Antioch mourns her fate, 
For thieves a neft, and avarice a bait. 
No more the bowers along the bank we trace, 
Which lent to Daphne her alluring grace, 
Rav. Sept. 1784. Oo Mur- 
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Murm’ring her fall, Orontes feeks the vale, 
And lofty Cafius fpreads the mournful tale. 
L.acdicea’s arms our bark invite, 

Goal of her toils, and limit of her flight: 
Confenting Aufter detgns her fails to court, 
And gales propitious {peed her to the port. 

How flits, on waking, the Enthufiait’s dream, 
Who roams to realize his darling theme! 
Deep-read in claflic leaves, he flights the earth, 
Which giving him, ftill gave not Philip birth: 
Till, undeceiv’d, things take their proper hue, 
And Greece, he finds, affords a Morad too. 
mee foft, which caught his morning hours, 

fcadian dells, and Cytherean bow’rs, 
Athenian fanes, and works immortal ftyl’d, 
Prefent but rain, and a painful wild. 
Loadicea! of a modern growth, 
On whom the climate fheds the dews of floth $ 
Whofe walls renown’d a worthlefs town infold, 
As fprings the weed where wav’d the ear of gold: 
She yields him nought, his pleafing dream to fave, 
But fome prone column or fepulchral cave: 
?Till tir’d, the voyager his fearch gives o’er, | 
And, late chaftis’d, prefers his native fhore. 

Fix’d in this maxim be my Hay.ey found, 
To pay due homage to his native ground. 
Abroad for fubjeéts fhould the Druid rove, 

Who draws the Mufes to his haunted grove? 
Can fabled charms allure, who boafts a Fair, 
The foul of grace and virtue’s darling heir ? 
Bleft in his hopes, he views with pitying eye 
The {weet delufions of a milder fky. 
Nature herfelf fubmits to chaftened tatfte, 
And Eartham * blooms, while Tempe lies a wafte. 
Mute are the lyres that charm’d th’ Agean main, 
While Eartham’s fhades refound with freedom’s ftrain. 
O! oft entreated, be that {train renew’d,, 
By fancy fofter’d, and by praife purfu’d. 
Since Britain glows with liberty divine, 
To rival claflic poefy be thine: 
So fhall thy portion of the fpoils of Greece 
Tranfcend the value of her golden fleece ; 
As far as wit refpe&t o’er wealth can claim, 
Or Homer foars beyond Atrides’ fame !’ 

On our firft‘acquaintance + with Mr. Irwin, as a Poet, we 
gave it as our opinion, that his verfification was elegant and 
harmonious, and that his fentiments were fenfible and juft. That 
opinion, the Reader will, perceive, we have no reafon to retract. 
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( j . Near Chichefter, Suffex—the refidence of Mr. Hayley. 
t See M. R. Vole BXIL p. 450. Article, Zafern oe 
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Many of the fubjeéts introduced into thefe Epifles not being 


of common occurrence, the Author has judicioufly fubjoined 


- 


fuch notes as he thought would be neceflary or accu t 
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Aet. VI. Travels into Poland, Ruffia, Seveden, and Denmark. In- 
terfperfed with Hiftorical Relations and Political Inquiries. By 
William Coxe, A. M. F.R.S. Fellow of King’s College, Cam- 
bridge, and Chaplain to his Grace the Duke of Marlborough. 
Jiluftrated with Charts and Engravings. gto. 2 Vols. 2. 2s. 
Cadell. 1784: 


HE ingenious and intelligent Author of thefe Travels is 
TV well known to the Public. We have already had the 
pleafure of reviewing feveral of his publications,—his Travels 
into Switzerland *, his Account of the Ruffian difcoveries be- 
tween Afia and America +, and his Defcription of the Prifons 
in Ruffia, written by way of fupplement to Mr. Howard’s very 
laud{ble work f. ; 

What he fays of the prefent publication, in his Preface, wiil 
give our Readers fome idea of the entertainment here provided 
for them. 

‘ The following pages contain the refult of that intelligence 
which I collected, and thofe obfervations which cccurred, during 
my travels through the Northern kingdoms of Europe; and it is ne- 
ceffary to apprize the reader upon what foundation the principal 
facts are iupported. 

‘ In regard to Poland, I was honoured with information from per- 
fons of the higheft rank and authority; and fortunately obtained 
poffeflion of fome original letters written from Warfaw, before and 
during the Partition, which have enabled me to throw a confiderable 
light over that interefting period. I prefume, therefore, that the 
account of Poland comprehends many particulars which have not 
been hitherto prefented to the Public. 

* With refpe&t to Ruflia, as the Emprefs herfelf deigned to an- 
{wer fome queries relative to the flate of the public prifons; this 
gracious condefcenfion in fo great a fovereign could not but facili- 
tate my further inquiries. 

* To this I muft add, that the late celebrated hiitorian {], Mr. 
Muller, favoured me with various communications on fome of the 
moft important and insricate parts of the Ruffian annals, apd pointed 
Out to me the moft approved writers on this empire. , 

_ * The nature of the Swedifh government rendered the fources of 
information eafy of accefs; and, fince my return to England, feve- 

* Revs Vol. LX. p. 342. + Rev. Vol. LXIL. p. 4. 

t Rev. Vol. LXIV. «p. 382. 
|| Mr. Muller died in the latter end of 1783. The emprefs, who, 
in confideration of his great mterit, had honoured him with the or- 
der of St. Vladimir, has, in refpeé& to his memory, ccnferred a pen- 
fion on his widow, and ennobled his fon. 
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tal Swecith gentlemen, well verfed in the conftitution of their coun. 
try, have fupplied much additional intelligence. 

‘ As the materials which I acquired in Denmark were Je‘s exten. 
five than thofe collected in the other parts, the account of that king- 
dom is confined to thofe circumftances which I was able to afcertain, 
it having been my invariable refolution never to adopt uncertain ac- 
counts, but to adhere folely to thofe facts which appeared to me to 
be derived from the moft unqueftionable authorities. 

‘ In the hiftorical relations I have had recourfe to many Englith 
and foreign authors, and particularly feveral German writers of un- 
impeached veracity, who were refident for a confiderable time in 
fome of the Northern kingdoms, and from whom I have drawn 
many anecdotes not known to the Englith reader.’ 

Mr. Coxe begins his book with a very elaborate and learned 
review of the Polifh government; a government as remarkable 
for its fingularity, as for the evils whjch it has entailed upon the 
country that has adopted it. His account of the introdution 
of the Liberum Veto, as it is called, or that power which each 
Nuncio poffefles in a free Diet, not only of negativing a law, 
but even of diflolving the aflembly, is curious ; and is probably 
unknown to many of our Readers : 

‘ The privilege in queftion is rot to be found in any period of the 
Polith hiftory antecedent to the reign of John Cafimir. It was under 
his adminiflration, that in the year 1652, when the Diet of War- 
faw was debating upon tranfactions of the utmoft importance which 
required a {peedy determination, that Sicinfki, Nuntio of Upiia in 
Lithuania, cried out, *‘ 1 ftop the proceedings.”? Having uttered 
thefe words, he quitted the aflembly, and, repairing immediately to 
the Chancellor, protefted, that as many a¢ts had been propofed and 
carried contrary to the conftitution of the republic, if the Diet con- 
tinued to fit, he fhould confider it as an infringement of the laws. 
The members were thunderftruck at a proteft of this nature, hitherto 
unknown. Warm debates took place about the propriety of conti- 
nuing or diffolving the Diet: at length, however, the venal and 
difcontented faction, who fupported the proteft, obtained the ma- 
jority ; and the affembly broke up in great confufion.’ 

One might reafonably afk, why a nation fhould perfift in the — 
ufe of a proceeding fo dangerous and fo abfurd ; a cuftom in- 
troduced by accident, and which feems totally to have changed 
the conftitution of the country. The acquiefcence in it, Mr. 
Coxe attributes to the following caufes: 

‘ 1. It was the intereft of the great officers of ftate, particularly 
the Great General, the Great Treafurer, and Great Marthal, in 
whofe hands were vefted the adminiftration of the army, the finances, 
and the police, to abridge the fitting of the Diet. Thefe great of- . 
ficers of ftate, being once nominated by the King, enjoyed their ap- 
pointments for life, totally independent of his authority, and liable 
to ne controul during the intervals of the Diets, to which alone they 
were refponfible. . This powerful body accordingly ftrongly efpoufed 
the Liberum Veto, confctious they could eafily, and at all times, fe- 
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cure a Nuntio to proteft; and by that means elude all enquiry into 
their adminiftration, 

« 2, By a fundamental law of the republic, all nobles accufed 
of capital crimes can only be brought to trial before the Diet; and 
as, at the period juft mentioned, many perfons ftood under that de- 
fcription, all thefe and their adherents naturally favoured an expe- 
dient tending to diffolve the only tribunal, by which they could be 
convicted and punifhed. ’ 

‘3, The exigencies of the ftate, occafioned by the continual wars 
in which Poland had been engaged, demanded, at this particular 
crifis, an impofition of feveral heavy taxes: as the fole power of 
levying all pecuniary aids refided in the Diet; all the Nuntios, 
therefore, who oppoled the raifing of additional fubfidies, feconded 
the propofal for fhortening the duration of that affembly. 

‘4. But the principal reafon, which carried through, and after- 
wards fupported the power of diffolving Diets, 1s to be derived from 
the influence of fome of the great neighbouring powers, interefted 
to foment anarchy and confufion in the Polifh councils. Before this 
period, if they wifhed to form a cabal, and to carry any point in 
the national affembly, they were obliged to fecure a majority of 
votes: under the new arrangement they were able’to attain their end 
on much eafier terms, and to put an end to any diet unfriendly to 
their views, by the corruption of a fingle member.’ 

Our Author now enters into a curious detail of the proceed- 
ings and forms of the election of a King of Poland, and con- 
cludes thus : 

‘ All elections are contefted ; but for fome time they have always 
been unanimous upon the fpot, from the terror of a neighbouring 
army. In cafe of an oppofition, the party who will not accede retire 
from the plain, and remonftrate againft the election; and, if they 
are fuiliciently ftrong, a civil war enfues. If it were not for the in- 
terference of foreign troops, the confufion, diforder, and bloodfhed 
attending fuch a popular election (as was formerly the cafe), would 
be better conceived than defcribed: and thus the country draws 
fome advantage from an evil, which is confidered by the Poles as 
the difgrace and fcandal of every election.’ 7 

His account of the Diffidents (the body of Polifh religionifts) 
is very fatisfactory ; and his hiftory of that moft remarkable 
event, the partition of Poland, by the three powers, Ruffia, 
Pruffia, and Auftria, is curious and interefting. There 
was, it feems, fuch fecrecy obferved relative to this very ho- 
nourable tranfaction between the three royal plunderers, that 
our minifter in Ruffia, Lord Cathcart, was not able’ to get any 
authentic information of the figning the treaty of partition, till 
two months after the event. F or the particulars that took place 
previous to this event, we muft refer our Readers to the work 
itfelf, wherein they will find them related in a very matterly 
manner, and with much detail. 

Mr. Coxe acknowledges himfelf indebted, as he fays, to his 
friend Mr, Wraxhall (a brother traveller, and author, whofe 
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works we have frequently mentioned) for a curious and avthen- 
tic account of the attempt made on the life of the prefent King 
of Poland, in 1771: we only lament that it is too long to be 
inferted in this place. 

The Author begins his chapter of the inhabitants of Poland 
in thefe remarkable words : 

‘ JT confider Polifh liberty the fource of Polith wretchednefs ; and 
Poland appears to me, as far as ] can judge by the fpecimens which 
fell under my obfervation, of all countries the moft diftrefled. Nor 
indeed do the natives themfelves attempt to palliate or deny this me- 
lincholy fa. Upon expreffing my furprife at one inftance of the 
abufe of liberty, te which I had been myfelf a witnefs, to a perfon 
well verfed in the laws of the ccuntry, he returned for anfwer, ‘If 
you knew the confufion and anarchy of our conftitution, you would 
be furprifed at nothing: many grievances neceffarily exift even in 
the beft regulated ftates ; what then muit be the cafe in ours, which 
of all government? is the moft deteftable?”? Another lamenting the 
dreadful fituation of his country, faid tome, ‘‘ The name of Po- 
Jand ftill remains, but the nation no longer exifls: an univerfal cor- 
ruption and venality pervade all ranks of people. Many of the 
firft nobility do not biufh to receive penfions from foreign courts. 
One profeffes himfelf publicly an Auftrian, a fecond a Pruflian, a 
third a Frenchman, and a fourth a Rufhan.” 

The inhabitants are divided into nobles, clergy, burghers, 
and peafants : 

‘ The flavery of the laft,’ fays Mr. Coxe, ‘ is very antient, and 
was always extremely rigorous. Until the time of Cafimir the 
Great, the lord could put his peafant to death with impunity, and, 
when the latter had no children, confidered himfelf as the heir; and 
feized all his effeéts. In 1347 Cafimir prefcribed a fine for the mur- 
dcr of a peafant; and enacted, that, in cafe of his deceafe without 
iffue, his next heir fhould inherit. The fame fovereign alfo decreed, 
that a'peafant was capable of bearing arms as a foldier, and that 
therefore he ought to be confidered as a freeman. But thefe and 
other regulations, by which that amiable monarch endeavoured to 
alleviate the miferies of the vaflals, have proved ineffectual againft 
the power and tyranny of the nobles, and have been either abro- 
gated oreluded. That Jaw, which gives the property of a peafant 
dying without iffue to the next of kin, was inftantly rendered naga- 
tory by an.old Polifh maxim, ‘* That no flave can carry on any pro: 
cefs again{t his mafter ;”? and even the fine for his murder was fel- 
dom levied, on account of the numerous difficulties-which attend the 
conviction of a noble for this or anyother enormity. So far indeed 
from being inclined to foften the fervitude of their vaflals, the 
nobles have afcertained and eitablifhed it by repeated and pofitive 
Ordinances. “An able Polifh writer, in a benevolent treatife ad- 
dreffed to the chancellor Zamoikki, obferves, that in the Statutes 
of Poland’ there are above an hundred Jaws unfavourable to the pea- 
fants, which, among other grievances, ere& fummary tribunals fub- 
jet to no appéals, and impofe the fevereft penalties upon thofe wha 
quit their villages without leave.: From thefe numeroas and ri gare 
ecie.s 
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edicts to prevent the elopement of the peafants, the fame humane 
author jultly infers the extreme wretchednefs of this opprefled clals 
of men, who cannot be detained in the place of their nativity but 
by the terror of the fevereft punifhment.’ 

The peafants are divided into two forts; 1. Thofe of the 
crown; 2. Thofe belonging to individuals. The wretched 
condition of the firft is mitigated a little by their application to 
the fuperior courts of juftice. The fecond fort are at the 
‘ abfolute difpofal of their matter, and have fcarcely any pofitive 
fecurity, either for their properties or their lives. Until 1768 the 
Statutes of Poland only exacted a fine from a lord who killed his 
flave; but in that year a decree pafled, that the murder of a peafant 
was a capital crime; yet, as the law in queition requires fuch an ac- 
cumulation of evidence * as is feldom to be obtained, it has more 
the appearance of protection than the reality. 

‘ How deplorable muft be the ftate of tnat country, when a law 
of that nature was thought requifite to be enaéted, yet is found in- 
capable of being enforced! The generality, indeed, of the Polith 
nobles are not inclined either to ellablifh or give efficacy to any re- 
gulations in favour of the peafants, whom they {fcarcely confider as 
entitled to the common rights of humanity ¢. A few nobles, how- 
ever, of benevolent hearts and enlightened underttandings, have 
acted upon different principles, and have ventured upon the expe- 
dient of giving liberty to their vaflals. ‘he event has fhowed this 
project to be no lefs judicious than humane, no leis friendly to their 
own interefts than to the happinefs of their peafants: for it appears 
that in the diftricts, in which the new arrangement has been intro- 
duced, the population of their villages is confiderably increafed, and 
the revenues of their eitates augmented in a triple proportion. 

‘ The firft noble who granted freedom to his peafants was Za 
moifki, formerly Great Chancellor, who in 1760 enfranchifed fix 
villages in the palatine of Mefovia. Thefe villages were, in 1777, 
vifited by the author of the Patriotic Letters, from whom I received 
the following information : 

‘ On infpecting the parifh-regifters of births from 17,8 to 1768, 
that is, during the ten years of flavery immediately preceding their 
enfranchifement, he found the number of births 4343 in the frit 
ten years of their freedom, from 1760 to 1770, 020; and fiom 
1770 to the beginning of 1777, 585 births. By thele extracts it ap- 
peared that 3 

During the firft period there were only 43 births 

fecond period - 62 each year. 
third period - - 99 





* The murderer muft be taken in the fa; which mutt be proved 
by two gentlemen or four peafants; and if he is not taken in the 
fact, and there are not the above-mentioned number of witne es, he 
Only pays a fine, 

t+ Zamoitki, in his new code of laws, has warmly fpoken in fa- 
vour of the peafants; but fuch are the national prejudices, that it is 
uncertain whether the diet will receive that code, and confirm de- 
crees, though formed upon the common and natural rights of man- 
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If we fuppofe an improvement of this fort to take place throughout 
the kingdom ; how great would be the increafe of national popula. 
tion 

The following fe&tion we would recommend to the ferious 
confideration of our Weft India planters : 

* Upon figning the deed of enfranchifement of the fix villages, their 
benevolent mafter intimated fome apprehenfions to the inhabitants, 
left, encouraged by their freedom, they fhould fall into every f{pecies 
of licentioufnefs, and commit more diforders than when they were 
flaves. The fimplicity and good fenfe of their anfwer is remark. 
able, ** When we had no other property,’”’ returned they, ‘* than 
the ftick which we hold in our hands, we were deftitute of all en- 
couragement to aright conduct; and, having nothing to lofe, aéted 
on all occafions in an inconfiderate manner; but as foon as our 
houfes, our lands, and our cattle, are our own, the fear of forfeiting 
them will be a conftant reflraint upon our actions.” The fincerity of 
this affertion was mfnifefted by the event. While they were in a 
ftate of fervitude, Zamoifki was occafionally obliged to pay fines for 
diforders * committed by his peafants, who, in a ftate of drunken- 
nefs, would attack and fometimes kill paflengers: fince their free- 
dom he has feldom received any complaints of this fort againft them. 
Thefe circumftances decifively confute the ill-grounded furmifes en- 
tertained by many Poles, that their vaffals are too licentious and un- 

overnable not to make an iil ufe of freedom. Zamoitki, pleafed 
with the thriving ftate of the fix villages, has enfranchifed the pea- 
fants on all his eftates.’ : 

The foregoing example has been imitated by fome other Po- 
lifh nobles; and the Abbé Bryzotowfki’s peafants, thus en- 
franchifed, have, according to Mr. Coxe, fuch a comfortable 


air, and happy countenance, that they appear to be a different 
race of men from the wretched tenants of the neighbouring vil- 
Jages. Our Author tells us, that, penetrated with a fenfe of their 
mafter’s kindnefs, they have erected, at their own expence, a pil- 
lar, with an infcription expreflive of their gratitude and affection. 
Among the names of thefe benefactors of mankind, that of 
Prince Staniflaus, nephew tothe prefent King of Poland, fhould 
not be forgotten. Speaking of him, Mr. Coxe fays, ¢ His 
good fenfe and humanity, improved during his refidence in 

ngland by a view of that equal liberty which pervades every 
rank of men, have raifed him above the prejudices too prevalent 
among his countrymen: he has enfranchifed four villages not far 
from Warfaw, in which he has not only emancipated the peafants 
from their flavery, but even condefcends to direét their affairs, I 
had the honour of holding feveral converfations with him upon this 
fubject; he explained to me, in the moft fatisfactory manner, that 
the grant of freedom was no lefs advantageous to the lord than to 
the peafant, provided the former is willing to fuperintend their con- 
duct for a few years, and to put them in a way of aéting for them- 
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for fach is the ignorance of the generality among the boors, 
m the abject flavery in which they are held, and fo little 
have they been ufually left to their own difcretion, that few at firft 
are equal to the proper management of a farm. From a convittion 
of thefe facts, the prince, whofe knowledge and benevolence I fhall 
ever revere, continues his attention to their concerns ; he vilits their 
cottages, fuggelts improvements in agriculture, initruéts them in 


the mode of rearing cattle and bees, and points out the errors into 


which ignorance and incapacity occafionally betray them.’ $ A 
[To be continued in our next. ] rhe 
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Othing, perhaps, better fhows the rife or decline of a na- 
N tion than the ftudies it purfues. While the more ufeful 
fciences are the objets of inveftigation, we may fafely pronounce 
it to be found and vigorous; but when trifling arts occupy its 
attention; when folid learning and philofophy are made to give 
way to fiddling and dancing, and a Veftris or a Le Pique are 
held in greater eftimation than a Newton or a Halley, it is im- 

ofible that fuch a people can long continue flourifhing; the 
meridian of their glory is paft, and their fun of grandeur haften- 
ing to fet, never more to rife! Even ip fcientific purfuits, and 
the culture of the arts, we may mark the figns of national declen- 
fion, with refpect to the improvements of the human mind, 
fhould we fee the nobler and more manly attainments neglected 
for the minutia, the more frivolous branches, of what is called 
connoiffeurfbid. But, far hence be the zra of fuch degeneracy, 
in acountry which has produced a Bacon, a Locke, and the 
great names above mentioned ! 

We do not mean, however, under this idea, to include the 
fludy of medals. This branch of knowledge, as our Author ob- 
ferves, is not only an * elegant amufement,’ but it leads alfo to 
many ufeful acquifitions in literature, As fuch, the writer who fa- 
vours the world with a valuable book on the fubje&, may be faid to 
deferve well of the Public; and in proportion as a treatife of the 
kind fhall be more wanted, fo much the greater will be his me- 
rits,—which is pretty nearly the prefent cafe. In this view we 
proceed to the examination of the work before us, which the 
writer has divided into twenty-four heads, | 

Under the firft head he gives us an account of the rife and proe 
grefs of the ftudy of medals. | 

Under the fecond he confiders its utility. 

Under the third he thews its conneétion with the fine arts. 

Under the fourth, he traces the various fources of delight 
ariling from it. 5th, The metals ufed in the fabrication of 
coins, &c, Oth, Their different fizes. 7th, Their former 
(ancient) value. 8th, Their confervation. gth, Portraits on 
them, roth, Their reverfes. 11th, Svmbols on them. 
tath, Their Legends, 13th, The medallions. 14th, The 
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contorniates. sth, The Greek medals. 16th, The Roman; 
17th, Medals of other nations. 18th, Modern Coins, &. 
goth, Coins, &c. of Great Britain and Ireland. 2oth, Op. 
fervations on the pr grefs of the Britifh Coin. aft, Rarity of 
fome ancient and modern ones. 22d, Counterfeit medals, and 
how to difiinou fh them. 22d, Dire@tions tor forming cabinets, 
24th, Prefent prices of medals. 

Thete are followed by an appendix confifting of four other 
fections, viz. 

1. An explanation of the more common abbreviations on Roe 
man medals. | 

2. Valuation of Englifh Coins fince the Conqueror, 

3. Brief notices and rarity of the Scottifh coins, 

4. Rarity and prices of the coins of the Roman emperors, 

To the whole is prefixed a Preface, containing an account of 
the principal writers on the fubject, with the titles and charace 
ters of their works. 

In a plan fo comprehenfive, and which it muft be acknow. 
ledged the writer has executed with a very confiderable degree 
of ability, if it were fair to take particular notice of literal er- 
rors, we fhould lament, that fcarce a word out of the common 
courfe of language occur$, which is not mif-{pelt, or otherwife mif- 
ufed. Thus the word fylphium, pages 20. 110, &c. fhould be 
filphium ; fimpullum (p. 79.), fimpulum, or fimpuvium ; Rega- 
lianus, Regillianus, and many others: but thefe may be imputed 
to the prefent lamentable ftate of learning among printers, of 
whom it has been but too juitly obferved, that * give them 
but three words of Latin, and you are fure to have two wrong.’ 

In awork of literature, and which it is to be fuppofed the Aue 
thor himfelf had an opportunity of revifing before the fheets un- 
derwent the prefs, it hurts one much more to fee the word a/és 
ufed, in five hundred places, for affes; and /ericfes, p. 3 134s 
136, &c. &c. &c. for feries. This lait puts us in mind of Gees 
Stevens’s Fifh woman, in his facetious Lecture on heads, who 
is perpetually talking of cru/te/és, and running her f/fefes againk 
pofleffes. 

In regard to more important matters, though in the work be- 
fore us the Author, as we have already obferved, difplays a very 
contiderable degree of knowledge, yet we cannot agree with him 
in every thing. The heads, on the celebrated medal of Nifmes, 
noticed in p. 26, we conceive to be thofe of Augu/ius and Agrippas 
and not Fulius and Augufius; in which opinion we are fupported 
' by the generality of medailifts, as well as by the heads themfelves. 
The coin referred by ¢ refpectable medallifts,’ p, 28g. to Wil- 
Jiam of Scotland, we can by no means think is * a Norman one 
of the conqueror ;’ otherwife what becomes of the word Berth 
(very probably fuppofed to refer to Perth or Berwick), not un- 


frequently feen on thele coins. It appears alfo from the yo 
nik 





— & “ee — — bed ms —“ inet “SS 


ae a ee es ee ee. | 



















Eaffy on Medals. 203 


nicle of Scotland, as well as from the fum lent to our unfortunate 
Richard the Firft on his return from capiivity, that a great deal 
of money was coined under this Prince’s reizn, To fuppofe that 
none of it now exilts, muft therefore be highly improbable. Ihe 
Irifh coin mentioned (p. 199.) as George Il. we take, and in 
this furely are confirmed by the legend, to have been intended 
for George IIT. 

Thouzh we approve likewife of the Preface, and many other 
parts of the book, yet we Cannot help being of opinion, that the 
Author has treated fome very refpeciable names with too great 
feverity. Whatever nay be Homer’s originality, Virgil (tee 
ps 113.)s certainly does not deferve the title of robber; nor howe 
ever whimfical and full of © reveries’ Father Hardouin may have 
been, is he to be charged with zenorance. Poor Obadiah Walk- 
er’s book, too, will be found much more ufeful, elpecially to 
a young beginnes,y@an our Author has reprefenied it; and even 
Haym hint , thouph a § fiddler,’ deferves betrer treatment, 
were it only for the very elegant plate he has given us of the 
Ajarbue and Silphium. on the Cyrenean medals. As to Per 
Jobert, efpecially when taken in. conjunction with the improve- 
ments of De la Baftie, we do not know a better book on the fub- 
jet; ®nor is it eafy to fee how the Jatter can deferve the charac- 
ter given him in (p. 121.) of tne Work before us, and yet his 
remarks be a mere farrago of ulelefs lumber.’ The truth is, 
that the Scrence des Medailles, Ed. 1739, has always been held 
in the greateft efteem, and in confequence thereof has Jong fince 
become fo fearce, that even at Paris (though conlifting only of 
two volumes in r2mo) it fells for 1]. 1s.—and, notwithftanding 
our Author’s criticifm on the title, which is by no means a fair 
tranflation (Preface, p. VI.} may very jultly be confidered as 
containing every initruction neceflary to the icience, at leaft in 
refpe€t to ancient medals. “The Author does not fcem to know 
the Englifh tranflation of 1715 and it is further ;emarkable 
that he never mentions Bifhop Nicholfon’s Hifisrical Library, 
though of itfelf a treafure, 

As to our Author’s ftyle, there is {till greater room to blame it, 
Providing (p. 26.), we apprehend, fhould be provided. Retir ing 
(p. 60., is a horrid Gallicifm, for withdrawing ; and difcerns 
(p. 132.), founds very harfh in our ears tor difcriminates or diflin- 
guifbes. Lies (p. 141.) ina work of literature rounds {till hariher : 
Falfehaods, in point of politenefs, would furely better h.ve fup- 
plied its place. Adifh, &c. (p. 133.) is too vulgar, as well as 
very inapplicable to the fubject.  Liseways every dictionary wil 
inform the Writer, is erroneoully uled for fkewije; and we 
fcarce know how to reconcile ourlelves to the repeated ule of 

Jequence and fiquences (the crambe millies repetita) to fignify a Je- 
Wes, except at cards, ‘Ihere are fome other exprefiions, which 
we 
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we think rather exceptionable, fuch as dilate for enlarge, Burin 
for engraver, rarify for expand, verfant for converfant, when for 
whereas, &c, &c. 

We have been thus free in our remarks on this work, becaufe, 
notwithftanding the above objections, we think it a performance 
of much merit, and therefore could wifh to fee fuch little ble. 
mifhes removed. The obfervations on the relative value of gold 
and filver (p. 54.) in particular, are excellent, as are alfo thofe on 
the Greek fymbols (p. 68.). The four fe&tions in the Appen- 
dix will be found fingularly ufeful, as there is no part in which 
the young colleStor needs more information than the rarity and 
value of coins; though in reipect to the laft, if there be any 
error, the Author, perhaps, has under-rated them. Upon the 
whole, we judge this to be a very ufeful performance, and as 
fuch moft heartily recommend it to the perufal of thofe who with 


to become acquainted with the fubject, Thomad 
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Art. VIII, The Myfery bid from Ages and Generations made manifef 
by the Go/pel Revelaticn: ov the Salvation of all Men the grand 
Thing aimed at in the Scheme of God, as opened in the New 
Teftament Writings, and entrufted with Jefus Chrift to brigg into 
effeét. By one who withes well to the whole Human Race¥ 8yo, 
5s- Boards. Dilly. 1784. ‘ 


F we reafon @ priori on the attributes of the Deity, we thall 
] naturally reject the doctrine of eternal punifhments, as totally 
inconfillent with all the fentiments we are led to form of his 
goodnefs, wifdom, and power. A being infinitely geod muf 
mmtend the communication of happinefs to all the creatures that 
he formed capable of receiving it: a God infinitely wife mutt 
be fuppofed to plan that fcheme which if the refult of its various 
parts, was adapted to fo gracious an end, and would moft per- 
fectly difplay thofe purpofts which are moft worthy of his na- 
ture ; and a God infinitely powerful cannot be fruftrated in the 
meafures which his goodnefs and wifdom have concurred to ef- 
fect. 

Whether we fuppofe with the Supralapfarian divines (as they 
are denominated, though the diftinetion is almoft out of date), 
that God originally decreed the fall of the whole human race, 
which nothing could prevent, on purpofe that he might take oc- 
cafion from thence to glorify his mercy in the fa'vation of a 
few, and his juftice in the condemnation of the reft; or with 
the Sub/apfarians, that he only decreed their condemnation in con- 
Sequence of their firft parents forefeen fall, who might have ftvod, 
buc by their fall involved their whole pofterity in guilt, and 
rendered them obnoxious to mifery; or with the Armjnians, 
that he decreed nothing pofitively and ecffe€tually concerning 
them, but made and placed them in fuch circumftances as he 
forekuew 
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weknew would certainly, though not neceffarily occafion the fin 
and ruin of the greater part; or finally, with the O/d Socinians, 
that he left at firft, and doth. ftill leave every one at full liberty 
to act as they pleafe, without fo much as knowing beforehand the 
particular ule they would make of their liberty, which is allowed 
in general to be a very bad one. Whereis the wifdom, the juf- 
tice, the benevolence of fuch conftitutions? What glory can 
be fuppofed to redound to the Creator from the fin and mifery 
of fo many myriads of his creatures, if both are to be perpetual ? 
How can he himfelf, upon fuch hypothefes, be vindicated from 
an impuation too fhocking to mention ? How much better muft 
ithave been never to have given them any.exiftence at all, than 
tocall them forth, and continue them in being, only that they 
might 2& a part, and that too through all the ages of eternity, 
which neverthelefs, the very Author of their exiftence is fup- 
ofed to abhor ! 

But to all thdfe f{peculations on the perfeétions of Deity and 
the ends of creation, it may be replied, ¢ That with Chriftians 
who —- authority of the Bible, reafonings of this kind will 
pafs for noting betcer than empty and prefumptuous declama- 
tion, By the ]'ght which nature affords we can fee but a very 
little way before us, and by it can determine nothing pofitively 
about the future ftate of mankind. If arevelation of undoubted 
truth informs us that the punifhment of the wicked will be eter- 
nal, no fpecious and fpeculative reafonings againit the doétrine 
can avail any thing to overthrow it, in the opinion of thofe who 
believe God rather than man.’ 

This objection, to fay the leaft of it, is extremely plaufible. 
We think it more than plaufib!e: it is weighty and important, 
and deferves a very ferious examination. 

Inthe work before us it is difcuffed at large ; and with much 
gravity, candour, and judgment. The Author difcovers a warm 
heart, and a found underftandinz. His benevolence is tempered 
with fobernefs ; and though he fometimes declaims with ardor, 
yet he oftener reafons with coolnefs. 

This publication confifts of three parts. The firft * exhibits 
a general explanation of the benevolent plan of God.’ The fe- 
cond is defigned to * prove it to be the truth of fcripture, that 
mankind univerfally, in the final iffue of this fcheme, fhall reign 
ob: happy life for ever.’ ‘The third ‘ largely anfwers objec- 
ions,’ 

* Thape, fays the pious and candid Author, that none of my 
Readers will make an ill ufe of the do@trine here fet forth as a 
facred truth. It is capable, I own, of being abufed ; and fo is 
€very other truth, whether natural or revealed. If any fhould 
pervert its defign and genuine tendency, taking occafion from it 
0 Continue in fin, the fault willbe theirown, ‘The hope of the 


gofpel, 


7 





2c6 = Preceedings on the Trial of the Dean of St. Afaph. 


gofpel, as illuftrated in thefe fheets, is powerfully adapted to 
excite our moft earneft endeavours that we may enter into life 
without pafling through the fecond death. But if we will be fo 
difingenuous as to turn the grace of God into wantonnefs, we 
can juftly lay the blame no where but upon ourfelves ; and 
fhould we be made to fuffer for our folly, God only knows how 
long, and to how awful a degree, in the ftate that is beyond the 
rave. 

© I fincerely refign the following effect of much pains to the 
difpofals of Providence; wifhing, on the one hand, that it may 
meet with no acceptance in the worid if it tends to deceive uns 
wary fouls, and turn them afide from the fimplicity of the gof- 
pel; and, on the other hand, that it may univerfally gain ad. 
mittance into the hearts of men, in fpite of all oppofition, if it 
fhould be the truth of fcripture revelation, as I have no doubt 
but it really is.’ 

When a man calls for attention with fuch amiable modefty; 
and when his views are fo pious, fo benevolent and upright, 


he furely deferves to be attentively heard. BR k 
ee ee ® 





Arr. IX. The whole Proceedings on the Trial of the Indi&ment, The 
King, on the Profecution of William Jones, Gentleman, againt 
the Rev. William Davies Shipley, Dean of St. Afaph, for a Libel, 
at the Affize at Shrewfbury, on Friday, Augutt 6th, 1784, before 
the Hon. Francis Buller, Efg; one of the Juftices of his Majefly’s 
Court of King’s Bench. Taken in Short-hand by Jofeph Gurney, 
Fol. zs. 6d. Gurney, Holborn Hill. 


HIS Trial has attraéted a confiderable fhare of the public 

@ == attention, as well from the pamphlet itfelf, which isthe 
fubje&t of the profecution, as from the ferious, though very un- 
pleafing, altercation that took place between the Judge and the 
defendant’s counfel, refpeCling the verdict of the jury. 

As both thefe points will probably give rife to much future 
difcuffion in the fuperior courts, it would be a matter of fome 
prefumption, if not a want of delicacy, in us, to give our opi- 
nion at prefent. 

It will not fail to ftrike every perfon who reads this Trial, 
in what a decifive and peremptory tone the Judge, who tried 
the caufe, maintains the doétrine which Lord Mansfield has fo 
conftantly aflerted, namely, that the queftion of ** Libel orm 
libel,” is beyond the province of the jury; and he exprefles his 
furprize, that any attempt fhould be made to difpute a dodtrine 
which he confiders as fully effablifned. 

We do not doubt the learned Judge’s fincerity ; but as this is 
a queftion of the firff conflitutional importanee, we beg leaves 


as Englifhmen, to proieft againit the remoteft idea of relinquith- 
ing 
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ing the right of jurics to pronounce both on the Jaw and the 

aft, in this, as well as in all criminal cafes. It would be ab- 
furd indeed, if a Welch grand jury, at Wrexham (who pre- 
fented Sir William Jones’s pamphlet * as a libe!), fhould be 
fuppofed capable of pronouncing upon the legal merits or de- 
merits of a printed paper; and yet that a fpecial jury, com 
poled of the firft gentlemen in the county of Salop, are to be 
deemed unfit to be trufted with the fame power, when they are 
to try the fame offence ! ; 

It muft be remembered, that in this queftion, concerning the 
law of libels, the Judges are, in fome meafure, parties; and 
thouch, ina legal fenfe, they are independent in their fituation, 
and can have, or ought to have, no intereft in abridging the 
rights of juries, ftill they are but men,—and, as fuch, may be 
fuppofed not to be deftitute of the love of power: from which, 
perhaps, no human breaft is wholly free. 

The fpeeches of Mr. Bearcroft and Mr. Erfkine are fuch as 
do honour to their characters, as wel! 2s their profeffional abili- 
ties. ‘The former is manly, perfpicuous, and liberal ; and fets 
an example of fairnefs and moderation which we have rarely 
had the happinefs to fee equalled in profecutions of this kind.— 
After faying this, it would perhaps be unfair to obferve, that 
it was not conducted by an Attorney-general. The fpeech of 
Mr. Erfkine, though not the beft of his public exhibitions, 
bears undoubted marks of genius and eloquence ; and is ftrongly 
animated with that perfonal warmth which he almoft always 
blends with the defence of his client. 


* The learned and excellent Sir William Fomes, one of the Judges 


_ of his Majetty’s Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, is afferted 


to be the author of the pamphlet, for the difperfion of which the 
Dean of St. Afaph has been profecuted by the author’s name-fake, 
a Mr. William Jones. See more on this head, in our account of 
the former Proceedings: Review for O&tober 1783, p. 342. T 

° 
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Art. X. Efprit del’ Hiftoire Générale del Europe. Depuis An. ay6, 
j4fqua la Paix de Weftphalie.—i.e. ‘Vhe Spirit of the General Hif- 
tory of Europe, from the Year 476, to the Peace of Weitphalia, 
in 1648. 8vo. 6s. Hookham. 





HIS French ‘volame, publifhed in England, and encou- 
raged by a number of Enghifh fub(cribers, appears to 

have been drawn up with attention, and with a view to confi- 
derable utility. Few perfons, comparatively, can have accefs 
to the large ahd'numerous works which ;elate to the hiftory of 
Europe, and fewer ftil! have ability, or leifure, attentively to 
perufethem. A fynopfis of the fubject, properly and carefully 
Connected, is therefore defirable: and fuch feems to be the-pre- 
a | tent 
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fent performance. ‘The volume indeed is fmall for fo extenfiva 
a plan, but if faithfully executed, as this appears to be, it be. 
comes the more acceptable and ufeful. It confifts of eight 
books; each of them diftinguifhed by fome grand event in the 
hiftory. Every book is preceded by a chronological table, 
marking, under the names of cach kingdom or government, oc. 
currences of principal note. ‘The difcourfes, or books, which 
follow thefe tables, give a brief view of the ftate and changes 
of the times, in different nations, with their caufes ; attended 
with pertinent remarks, and related in an agreeable mannef, 
The Author appears to be a firm friend to all the juft and rea- 
fonable rights and liberties of mankind; a lover of truth and 
virtue; and though profefling himfelf of no fect or party, at- 
tached to Chriftianity and the Reformation. Concerning the 
latter, he fays, * The hiftory of ancient nations offers no revo- 
lution equally important with that which Proteftantifm occa- 
fioned in the beginning of the fixteenth century. Never, pers 
haps, has a revolution had fo general and marked an influence 
on the induftry of nations, the government of ftates, the man- 
ners of the people, the progrefs of fciences, and on fociety in 
general.” But while he {peaks in terms fo ftrong, and fo juft, 
concerning this memorable zxra, he does not, in tracing its 
caufes, advert, as we fhould have expected, to the love of truth 
and piety in thofe who were the inftruments, or to the hand of 
Providence, which interpofed in favour of an event fo requifite 
and feafonable to the welfare of mankind. : 

Though he does not deny the righteous fpirit and zeal of 
Luther, he fays more of the vanity, the intereft, the ambition, 
&c. which mingle with it. Of Melanéthon and Zuinglius he 
fpeaks more favourably. Concerning Calvin, he fays, ‘his 
manners were irreproachable ;—but who can approve, ftilllefs 
love, that gloomy and cruel (cur) humour, which made him 
imagine the frightful doétrine of predeftination, and rendered 
himfintolerant towards thofe who dared ‘to difagree with his 
opinions.’ , 

On the whole, we confider this work as fitted to anfwer the 
end propofed, for it may be very ferviceable to numbers who 
Cannot attend to more voluminous productions. We fhall clofe 
the article by the Author’s concluding paragraph : 

‘ After having run through the calendars.of Europe, for the 
{pace of twelve centuries ; after having feen fo much of tyrants 
who have opprefled the earth, of furies who have ravaged. it; 
and of fanatics who have deceived its inhabitants; it might be 
afked, Of what utility to mankind were the conquefts of Clovis, 
the. cunning or addrefs of Mahomet, the. victories of Charles 
magne, the valour of Godfrey de Bouillon, the policy of Charles 
the Fifth, the ambition of Philip the Second, and the genius of 
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Their empires, their triumphs, their conquefts, their politics, 
have difappsared with them. The violent concuffions which 
the world received from them, have left but few traces: at /ea/t 
vo their bencur. We dwell with. more. pleafure on the difco- 
veries of Vafco de Gama, and. of Columbus; on the labours of 
Magellan and Drake; or the great alterations wiich the cou- 
rage of Luther produced in the policy and in the religion of Eu- 
rope; on the difcoveries of Tycho Braché, Kepler, or Galileo, 
on the works of Bacon and Defcartes, the productions of Taflo, 
Shakefpeare, Corneille, or Raphael, and Michael- Angelo. The - 
{ciences, the arts, have a more durable effect, and an influence 
more beneficent!’ —The Author might have added feveral names 
to his Jatter lift, many who have, in different ways, contributed 
to the liberty and tranquillity of mankind ; many. who, in the 
more ftill and humble walks of life, have afiifted in the improve- 
ment of uleful knowledge, and the advancement or fupport of 
teligion and virtue ; concerning whom it might be faid, that the 
haughty -potentates, conquerors, and politicians of the earth, 
when fet againft them in the balance, are indeed /ighter than va- 
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Art..XI. Padobaptijm examined,.on the Principles, Conceflions, and 
Reafonings of the moft learned Peedobaptifts. By Abraham Booth. 
Small 8vo. _ 4s. in Boards. Buckland. 1784. 


ff R. Booth’s plan is not perfectly original; fomething of 
the fame kind was attempted by Mr. Henry D’Anvers, 
@ Baptift minifter of the laft century, who feconded the learned 
Mr. Fofbes in his celebrated controverfy with Mr. Baxter. He 
examined the writings of fome of the moft@minent advocates for 
infant-baptifm, and availed himfelf of the conceflions which they 
made in favour of the oppofite practice. Mr. Booth hath 
adopted his predeceffor’s motto[ as certain alfo of your own poets have 
faid|, and purfued his plan. He hath, indeed, purfued it very 
fuccefsfully, and difcovered an immenfe fund of knowledge and 
reading on the fubjec. ' 
» A lift of the contents, with fome extracts, will enable the 
Readew to form an idea of the nature and extent of the learned 
work before us. 

Chap. I. Concerning the nature, obligations, and importance 
of pofitive inftitutions in religion. II. The fignification of the 
terms baptife and baptifm. ILI. ‘The defign of baptifm, or the 
facts and bleffings reprefented by it, both in regard to our Lord 
and his difciples. IV. The practice of John the Baptift, of the 
Apoftles, and of the church in fucceeding ages, in regard to the 
manner of adminiflering the ordinance of baptifm., V. ‘The 
prefent practice of the Greek and Oriental churches in regard to 
Rey. Sept. 1784, P the 
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the mode of adminiftration. VI, The defign of baptifm more 
fully exprefled by immerfion than by pouring or fprinkling, 
VII. Concerning the reafons, rife, and progrefs of pouring or 
fprinkling, inftead of immerfion. VIII. No exprefs precept or 
precedent in the New Teftament for Paedobaptifm. IX. No 
evidence for Peedobaptifm before the latter end of the fecond or 
the beginning of the third century. X. The high opinion of 
the Fathers concerning the utility of baptifm, and the grounds 
on which the non in adminiftering that ordinance to in- 
fants, when Poedobaptifm became a prevailing practice. . XI, 
The modern grounds of Poedobaptifm, nearly Jewith profelyte 
baptifm. External covenant® relation, Jewifh circumcifion, 
particular paflages of Scripture, and apoftolic tradition, examined, 
XII. Concerning infant baptifm, and infant communion, as ine 
troduced about the fame time, and fupported by fimilar argue 
ments. 

The whole concludes with general remarks to illuftrate and 
confirm the main argument, 

‘ There is not, fays Mr. Booth, that I recolleét, one text of 
fcripture, nor one topic of argument, ufually pleaded in favour of 
infant baptifm by the more judicious of our opponents ; but it is 
either exprefsly cafhiered, as having nothing to do with the con- 
troverfy, or fo underftood as to be of no ule tothe caufe. We 
have the honour, therefore, to agree with many of them as toa 
great part of our premifes; and with fome of them refpecting the 
whole. Yes, amazing as it may feem, we are honoured with 
having fome of them for our affociates, in almoft every thing, 
except the conclufion. Here, indeed, we are utterly deferted by 
them. Nor can it, be otherwife while they are PozDo and we 
ANTIPOEDO, baptifts. However, whether our conclufion of 
theirs be right, it is manifeft that, notwithftanding the number 
of evidences ufually fubpcena’d againft us, when the validity of 
infant-fprinkling is to be publicly tried, and notwithftanding the 
formidable appearance they frequently make in the eye of a fu- 
perficial Obferver ; yet when thofe very evidences are impartially 
examined by Poedobaptifts in private, without being perplexed 
with captious queries, they have not a word to fay for infant- 
fprinkling ; but all their depofitions are direéted to prove doc- 
trines and facts of a quite different nature.’ [ We leave out 
the ludicrous triplet which immediately follows, becaufe we 
think it not only inconfiftent with the gravity of the argument, 
but with candour and good manners.]—‘ If you afk Pcedo- 
baptifts whofe infants are to be baptifed, on what ground, and for 
what purpofes ? they will be found extremely divided. Do you 
enquire whofe infants are entitled to baptifm? Many of them 
will anfwer, * Thofe of believers.” This, however, is rejected 
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by multitudes as a narrow notion, and an uncharitable reftric- 
tion. It is cathiered as placing the children of nominal Chrift- 
jans in a worfe predicament than that of the infants of ungodly 
Jews, under the former difpenfation, in regard to circumcifion.’ 
< Do you enquire what is the principal ground of pcedobaptifm ? 
Cyprian, its great patron, and others in former times, confider- 
ed a fuppofed umiverfality of Divine Grace and the neceffity of 
baptifm as the main foundation on which they proceeded ; 
Auftin, and others, the faith of the church; our Englith efta- 
blifhment, a profeffion of faith by the fponfors.’? Dr. Hammond 
rejects the ancient rite of circumcifion, on which many lay acon- 
fiderable ftrefs, and feems to view the Jewith profelyte bathing as 
the beft ground of infant baptifm; while Sir Norton Knatch- 
bull reprobates the profelyte plunging, and recurs to circumcifion 
as a proper fupport for Poedobaptifm. Dr. Prieftley fays, ** L 
confider the baptifing of my children, not as direétly implying 
that they have any intere/? in it, or in the things fignified by it, but 
as a partof my own profeffion of Chriftianity.” Mr. Baxter 
makes the faith of the parent the condition of the children’s 
church-memberfhip, and of their falvation. Mr. Henry con- 
fiders a profe/fion of faith made by the parent as the ground of an 
infant’s title to baptifm. Others dire@ly oppofe this, particularly 
Mr. Perkins and Archbifhop Leighton. Witfius, Vitringa, 
Venema, and others, confider the children of believers as in 2 
relative {tate of grace; and fo make that the main foundation of 
peedobaptifm ; while Bifhop Prideaux maintains that infants are 
to be baptized, becaufe ‘* they have the faith of the covenant, 
though not the faith of covenanters.” 

* Do you afk for what purpofes infants are to be baptized ? 
The Church of England will tell you, that by baptifm they are 
made members of Chrift, children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of Heaven. Others deny this, that the children of be= 
lievers are to be confidered as interefted in thofe high and hea- 
venly bleffings prior to their baptifm. The Roman Catholics 
make it neceffary to falvation; the Church of England makes it 
generally neceflary to final happinefs ; with which eftablifhment 
the Lutherans agree: of which opinion was the late Mr. G. 
Whitfield; and fo is Mr. J. Wefley. Multitudes of Peedobap- 
tits, however, deny this regenerating energy and high neceffity 
of infant baptifm ; though they confider many and great bene- 
fits as connected with it. Many of them affert its neceflity to 
imitiate them into the church; but others infift upon it, that the 
offspring of believers are entitled to baptifm, decaufe they are 
members of the church. So greatly are they divided among 
themfelves! * What now can be the reafon of this aftonifhing 


difference among the Poedobaptifts concerning their common 
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caufe? Pardon me, Reader, if | fhould anfwer, Becaufe thepalf 
differ in that affair from the word of God. For, as Dr. Beattie: 
obferves, ‘* They who allow themfelves to contradict matter of 
fact, either in converfation or in writing, will find it no eaf 
matter to avoid contradicting them/elves;” and it will be morall 
impoflible for them to avoid contradiGling one another. The 
fcripture being profoundly falent about infant baptifm, they are 
obliged to argue in its defence, from general principles, and 
moral confiderations ; from notions of expediency, fitnefs, and 
utility, to the adminiftration of a pofitive appointment. Thus 
uniting in one common miltake, they depart from the true nature 
of the fubjeét about which they enquire. For that fubjectis a po. 
fitive rite; the whole being of which, and all its legitimate connec- 
tions, depend on the fovereign pleafure of God. Now though 
moral duty may be fairly argued from general principles and mo- 
ral confiderations, that Jie at a great diftance from the particular 
cafe which is to be proved; and though the fame natural duty, 
may be inferred’ from a thoufand texts of fcripture, where that par- 
ticular duty is not mentioned, and of which the infpired writers 
had no thought when penning thofe texts; yet the cafe is widely 
different when a ritual duty is the fubjeé of difcuffion = for then 
we have nothing at all to guide our enquiries befides po/itive law, 
and the example of infpired men, relating to the matter of invetti- 
gation. To fuch precepts and precedents, therefore, we mutt 
adhere, or perpetually wander in a maze of uncertainty, and be 
continualty differing one from another.’ 

Thefe fpecimens will give the reader a very juft idea of the 
Author’s fhrewdnefs in the management of an argument ; and of 
his dexterity in turning the chief weapons of the Pcedobaptifts 
againft themfelves. He ‘ ets them together by the ears,’ and 
leaves them to overthrow the very caufe in defence of which they 
profeffed to take the field. 

We have already declared our determination to take no decifive 

part in this controverfy. We fhall barely review the feveral 
books which may be written on it without giving any opinion, 
unlefs on their literary merits. 
. The prefent publication deferves the ferious attention of thofe 
Jearned Pcedobaptifts who are qualified to defend their praétice 
on the ground of apoftolieal and primitive authority, and to ob- 
viate the very weighty objections which: are urged againft it by 
this acute and fpirited writer. Much, however, as we admiie 
his ingenuity, and applaud his diligence, we cannot give him 
unlimited praife, and are obliged to qualify our approbation with 
cen(ure. 

We think the writer too frequently difcovers a feverity of fpi- 


‘rity which the importance of the fubject by no means juftite 
$ 
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Ve applaud an honeft zeal; but Mr. Booth’s too much borders 
en bigotry *. His reflections on Mr. Robinfon are very illibe- 
sal; and his whole note, where that gentleman’s publication on 
Pree Communion is animadverted on with fo much afperity, is a 
ftrine of fophifms. Many of the moft eminent and worthy An- 
tipcedobaptifts are included in the cenfure, which thofe reflec- 
tions meant to convey. 

If any learned Poedobaptift fhould reply to Mr. Booth, he 
will not overlook the partial account that is given of a celebrat- 
ed paflage in Tertullian, p. 206. He will take noticethat Mr. 
Booth hath not prefented the Reader with the whole, nor the ex- 
aft fenfe of the ancient Father. When the omiffion is {upplied, 
and a fair tranflation given, the paflage will bear a different 
afpeét. Wheat Mr. Booth fays of Ruffinus makes but little againtt 
the teftimony of Origen ; which, by the way, is not confined to 
thofe books that were tranflated by Ruffinus. But if there 
were interpolations, why muft rho/e paflages be the interpolated 
ones?) Where is the mark of their fpurious birth? Mr. Booth 
may be pufhed hard by thefe queftions, and by others that arife 
out of primitive antiquity ; but we leave this tafk to thofe whe 
zre better qualified for the employment. 


* Mr. Booth attributes a paflage to that ‘ hardened infidel’ (as he 
callshim) David Hume, which did not belong to him. It is found 
m the difcourfes or effays on Natural Religion publithed by Henry 
Home, now commonly known by the title of Lord Kaims. 
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Art. XII. Effais fur l’Hygrometrie. i. e. Effays on Hygrometry. 
By H. B. pe Saussure, Profeffor of Philofophy at Geneva. 


4to. pp. 367. Neuchatel, 1783 *. 


HE Author bas thought it neceflary, in his Preface to this 
work, to apologize for having fufpended the continuation 
of his ‘[ravels into the Alps, of which he publifhed a firft vo- 
lume in the year 1779 +. The delay, he tells us, arofe from a 
violent fever, which attacked him in one of his excurfions upon 
the mountains of Chamouny, and obliged him to remain at 
Geneva the whole fummer of 1780. He availed himfelf of this 
interval of leifure to colle& and arrange his ideas, and to profe- 
Cute his inveftigations on the fubject of Hygrometry. To 
this accident it is that we owe the valuable work now before us. 
It confifls of four eflays, the contents of which we {fhall here 
analyfe as briefly as poflible. 





* This Article was intended for our Appendix, juft publithed; 
But it came to hand too Iate for infertion. 

y See an account of this work Rev. Vol. LXV. p. 378. 
P 3 I, De- 
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I. Defcription of anew Hygrometer. It is a known faét, that 
a hair will ftretch when it is moiftened, and contrac when 
dried: and our Author found, by repeated experiments, that the 
difference between the greateft extenfion and contraction, when 
the hair is properly prepared, and has a weight of about three 
grains fu(pended to it, is nearly z's of its whole length, that is 
3: or 3% lines in one foot. This circumftance fuggefted the 
idea of anew hygrometer. In order to render thefe fmall va- 
riations of the length of the hair perceptible, an apparatus was 
contrived, in which one of the extremities of the hair is fixed, 
and the other, bearing the counterpoife above mentioned, fur- 
rounds the circumference of a cylinder, which turns upon an 
axis to which a hand is adapted, marking upon a dial in large 
divifions the almoft infenfible motion of this axis. One of 
thefe inftruments was made 14 inches high; but thofe of one 
foot are recommended as the moft convenient and ufeful. In 
order to render them portable, a contrivance was added by which 
the hand and the counterpoife can be occafionally fixed. 

It was found neceflary to deprive the hair of acertain un€tuofity 
it always has in its natural ftate, which in a great meafure de- 
prives it of its hygrometrical fenfibility. Ample direétions are 
given for correcting this defe&. A number of hairs are boiled 
in a lye of vegetable alkali, and among thefe are to be chofen 
for ufe thofe that are the moft tranfparent, bright, and foft. 
Various cautions are alfo fuggefted for preventing the ftrainin 
_ ,(tiraillement) of the hair which renders it unfit for the intend 
purpofe. 

Two chapters of this firft eflay treat of the extremes both of 
moifture and drynefs, which are the two fixed points of the hy- 
grometer. The former point is obtained by expofing the in- 
ftrument to air completely -faturated with water; and this is 
effe&ted by placing it in a glafs receiver, ftanding in water, 
the fides of which are kept continually moiftened. The fpot on 
the dial at which the hand, after a certain interval, remains fta- 
tionary, is marked 100. The point of extreme drynefs, not ab- 
folute drynefs, for that does not exift, but the greateft degree of 
it that can be obtained, is produced by introducing repeatedly 
into the fame receiver, containing the inftrument, and ftanding 
now upon quickfilver, certain quantities of deliquefcent alkaline 
falts, which abforb the moifture of the air, The higheft point 
to which the hand can be brought by this operation, not only 
when it will rife no higher, but when it becomes retrograde 
from the dilatation occafioned by heat, is marked 0; and the 
arch between thefe two points is divided into 100 equal parts, 
being degrees of the hygrometer. The arch upon which this 
fcale is marked in the portable inftrument, is part of a circle of 
three inches diameter ; fo that every degree meafures about 1 of 
a line. 
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a line. In the ftationary hygrometer, the fcale is fo much 
larger that every degree meafures about five lines; but this, fo 
far from being a perfection, is rather an inconvenience, fince 
the inftrument becomes thereby fo very fufceptible of the leaft 
jmpreffion, that there is even no approaching it without a very 
fenfible variation. A {mall thermometer is adapted to the cor- 
rections for the changes of temperature: towards the extreme 
drynefs, 1° of the thermometer produces on the hair an effect of 
3° of the hygrometer ; but towards the extreme of moifture, the 
fame difference of temperature caufes an effeét of no lefs than 
3° on the hygrometer. Two tables give us the intermediate 
hygrometrical variations for fingle degrees of the thermometer 
at different parts of the fcale. 

The whole range of the atmofpherical variations takes in 
about 75° of this fcale, a drynefs of more than 25° being al- 
ways the effect of art. The fenfibility of this inftrument is fo 
very great, that, being expofed to the dew, it varies above 40° 
in ab-ut 20 minutes of time. Being removed from a very moift 
into a very dry air, it varied, in one inftance, no lefs than 35° 
in three minutes. Its variations were alwa;’s found uniform in 
different inftruments fufpended in different parts of the fame at- 
mofphere. 

Thus was an hygrometer procured which has all the. proper- 

ties pointed out by the Author as requifite in that inftrument. 
Thefe are, 1. That the degrees on the fcale be fufficiently large 
to point out diftinétly every the leaft variation in the drynefs or 
moifture of the atmofphere. 2. That it be quick in its indica- 
tions, 3. That it be at all times confiftent with itfelf; i. ¢. that 
in the fame ftate of the air it always point to the fame degree. 
4. That feveral of them agree one with another. 5. That it be 
aiteted only by the aqueous vapours; and 6, That its varia- 
tions be ever proportionate to the changes in the air. 
_ IL. Theory of Hygrometry. The firft principle here laid down 
is, that the quantity of water the air depofits on other bodies is 
by no means (as may appear at firft fight) proportionate to the 
quantity of water the air actually contains; but that this de- 
polit may be owing to various and different caufes. An air 
feemingly dry, for inftance, may become moift by mere refri- 
geration, by condenfation, or by abforbing other vapours with 
which it has a greater affinity than: with thofe of water.—To 
point out a method of difcovering which of thefe caufes operate 
in a given cafe, and of eftimating the quantity of them, is the 
object of hygrometry and of the prefent eflay. . 

Our Author diftinguifhes all poffible hygrometers into three 
clafles: 1. Thofe which afcertain the quantity of water they 
ablorb from the air; 2. Thofe which indicate the quantity of 
water abforbed dy the air; and 3. Thofe which eftimate the 
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quantity of aqueous vapours contained in the air when :eond 
denfed by cold, either by afcertaining the abfoiute quantity of 
thofé vapours, or the degree of cold necefiary for effecting a: 
vifible condenfation. 

In treating more particularly of the hygrometer,of the firki 
clafs, our Author lays down the following general principles,) 
on which depends their whole theory: 1. Water, either in fubs: 
ftance or reduced into vapours, tends to penetrate certain box, 
dies, or to Combine with them by a certain affinity, fimilar to 
that called'a chemical affinity. 2. This tendency varies in diffe 
rent bodies‘ according to their different degrees of affinity with 
water; and,’3, This tendency will in the fame body be greater 
the drier it is.—This hygrometrical affinity, as he henceforth calls. 
it, differs however frem the chemical, becaufe it diminithes pro- 
portionubly as the body approaches towards faturation, which is 
not the cafe'in the latter. It hence follows, that if in a given 
fpace there be: not a fufficient quantity of water or vapours to 
faturate all the bodies contained in it, none of them w:-]l be 
completely faturated ; but the watcr will be diftributed among 
them all in quantities proportionate to their re/pective affinities, 
varying according to the degrees of impregnation; and thus, 
by the interpofition of air there is a general diftribution of moi- 
fture thréughout.all nature,- proportionate to the capacity each 
body has''to retain it. ‘This is a fundamental principle in hy- 
grometry, and our learned Profeflor, we conceive, has the merit 
of having firtt fugcefted it. | 1 Ion oO! 

The hygrometer of the fecond and third clafs imply, that the: 
air is capable of being perfectly faturated with water; concern- 
yng which our Author thinks-that many more experiments re+ 
main yet to be made.—He defcribes here the hygrometers of the 
Académy del Cimento of the Abbé Fontana and M4, Le Roi, and 
points out fome of their imperfeétions. 

In the 25°34, and 4th chapters of this effay we find a care- 
ful examination of his own hair hygrometer, according to the 
fix requifites we have above fpecified as neceffary to the perfec= 
tion of the inftrument.—We have thrown much of what is bere 
contained into our account of the firft efluy; but much ftill 
remains, on which our limits will not allow us to enlarge, and 
which, neverthelefs, leads to refults of fufficient importance. 
The queftion, whether the aqueous vapours be the only ones 
which affeét the length of the hair, is determined in the affirma- 
tive. It is alfo fhewn. that: the relative affinities of bodies vary 
exceedingly according to their degree of impregnation, fo that 
air dried to a certain degree, acquires fo great an affinity to 
moifture, as to attraét it from the moft abforbent faline fub- 
ftances; whence it follows, that abfolute drynefs can never be. 
effected, although we may approach fo near toward it in @ 
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lorarithmic feries, that the moifture left in the air nvay be con- 
fidered as an evanefcent quantity. 

‘The next enquiry relates to the connection between the de- 
grees of the hygrometer and the quantity of water contained in 
the aire And this led to a curious inveftigation into the abfo- 
Jute quantity of water contained in a certain quantity of air, 
ina given degree of temperature, ‘Thofe who have read the ex- 
periments made by the Author with this view, have no doubt 
been gratified in obferving the ingenuity with which they have 
been contrived and executed. ‘They were made firft in the di- 
rect, and then in the converfe method; that is, firft by abforbs 
ing the water from the air by means of calcined alkaline {alts ; 
and next, by impregnating the air with water. The refults are 
colleéted in tables, from which we learn in general, that at the 
temperature of 66° of Fahr. a cubic foot of faturated air con- 
tains between 10 and 15 grains of water, @ about the 75th part 
of its own weight. This falls much fhort of the proportion. 
given us by M. Lambert of the Academy of Berlin, which had 
hitherto been received as the true one; he made it amount to 
342 grains of water in a cubic foot of air, which, when pure, 
weighs 751 grains; fo that air, was till now thought capable of 
abforbing nearly one half of its own weight of water. Fram 
the above proportion, and fome obfervations .made with a baro- 
meter, our Author deduces, that one grain of water reduced into 
the ftate of vapour,..and diflolyed. in a cubic foot of air of 66° 
of temperature, may be confidered as an elaftic fluid whofe force 
is reprefented by 8,592 lines of the barometer ; whofe denlfity is 
to that of air as 3.to 4, and whofe effect on the bhygrometer 
amounts to 7,23° of its {cale, . 

We mutt omit much curious matter on: the effects of the ex- 
tremes of temperature on the capacity of air, to abforb water, 
from which, however, the general laws of hygrometry are to be 
derived. We fhall only obferve, that thefe laws are permanent 
ip all degrees of heat and cold; and that even ice has been 
found to evaporate into an elaftic fluid, abforbable by air, in the 

aa fame manner as thafe vapours arife from water in its fluid 
ate. 

M. Lambert had deduced, from very legitimate calculations, 
that a perfect vacuum mutt be perfectly dry ; and that of courfe, 
as the air is rarefied in the receiver of an air-pump, the hygro- 
meter muft indicate degrees of drynefs proportionate to that 
rarefaction, The firft part of this propofition cannot be proved 
experimentally, fince no perfect vacuum has yet been produced. 
But in endeavouring to afcertain the latter, our Author found 
that the theory feemed to be flatly contradicted by experience ; 
fince, having exhaufted a receiver of ,%%ths of its contents, the 
hygrometer was found not to fink lower than 25°. This pha- 
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nomenon, however, does not by any means overturn Lambert's 
hypothefis, it being here fatisfactorily accounted for by the hy- 
droftati¢al affinities of bodies,—the air lofing its attraction to 
water in proportion as it is rarefied, whilft the hair retains the 
whole of its affinity to water, and thus acquires, by degrees, a 
selative preponderancy, to which it owes this erroneous indica. 
tion. ‘This circumftance points out the caution with which 
this and indeed every other hygrometer muft be ufed. 

We find next fomeexperimentswhich prove,that the hygrometer 
tends to drynefs, in proportion as it is placed higher in the atmo- 
fphere :—that the mere agitation of the air, though it may faci- 
Jitate evaporation, does not however of itfelf increafe the diffolv- 
ing power of air, as might at firft fight appear ; but that it is a 
caufe of drynefs only, when it mixes with the lower moift ftrata 
of air fome of the fuperior air, which contains a lefs quantity of 
moifture :—that ele@ficity does not promote evaporation ex- 
cept on bodic@hat are fuperfaturated with water :—that inflam- 
mable and fixed airs act in the fame manner with regard to eva- 
poration as common air, fo that their mixture with the latter 
can produce no fenfible difference in its hygrometrical modifica- 
tions.—And, laftly, we have a proje& for conftructing tables in- 
tended for eftimating the indications of the hygrometer, in all 
the modifications of the air to which it can be expofed; that is, 
tables for afcettaining the intenfity of the caufes that contribute 
to the impregnation of air, which are now known to be the 
quantity of aqueous vapour, and the temperature and denfity of 
the air. It will occur to a moderate philofopher what are the 
obfervations which are to be combined for this purpofe. 

II]. Theory of Evaporation. Fire is no doubt the agent that 
produces vapours, and even a conftituent ingredient of them, 
fince by mere cooling they are reconverted into their original 
denfe fluid. It is in this circumftance they differ effentially 
from all other aeriform fluids ; whence it fhould feem that fire 
combines more intimately with the fubftances it changes into 
air, than with thofe it converts into vapours. 

Vapours are now diftinguifhed into e/affic, veficular, and con- 
erete. ‘The former are purely the effe&t of evaporation, which 
is promoted by heat and the agitation of the air; which laft ac- 
counts for the increafe of evaporation occafioned by any current 
of air. They are either pure, being fimply fire combined with 
water, or mixed with, or rather diffolved in air, with which 
they are found to combine chemically, herein differing from 
the other vapours. We find here a fatisfaétory explanation 
of the fingular phenomenon defcribed by Dr. Franklin in 
the 6oth of his Phil. Letters, of the ebullition of water or fpirit 
of wine in a glafs tube terminating in two bulbs, one of which 
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ts held in the hand, which is fhewn to be in faét a diftillation 
under peculiar circumftances. ' 

When more vapours are added to air already faturated, or 
when the diflolving power of air is diminifhed by cooling, the 
fuperabundant vapours collect into drops, which are either de- 

fited on every fubftance contiguous to the air, or, if there be 
no fuch fubftances, form into rain; and when the temperature 
is below the freezing point, into fnow :—thefe the Author calls 
concrete vapours. The veficular vapours confift of hollow {pheres, 
the largeft of which are about 730th, and the leaft not more than 
the ;icth part of a line in diameter. An attempt has been 
made to deduce from their prifmatic colours the thicknefs of 
their coat; but our Author thinks this a vain enquiry. The 
colours of the rainbow are not produced by thefe veficular va- 
pours, but by the folid drops collected for rain. Thefe vapours 
rife, or rather are formed, by the condenfatgon of elaftic vapours, 
in a faturated air, which therefore cannot diflulvethem. They 
float in the regions of the air, with which they are in equilibrio, 
and conftitute fogs and clouds—each globule has a peculiar at- 
mofphere, which prevents its coming eafily in contaé& with other 
bodies, and is kept fufpended thus without being perhaps {peci- 
fically lighter than the medium in which it floats. Thefe va- 
pours may, by the condenfation produced by cooling, be con- 
verted into concrete vapours ; and it is to them that we owe the 
hoar froft, mifts, &c. ; but the cold is not the only caufe of this 
condenfation, for if it were, there could be no clouds in frofty 
weather. Our Author hints, that probably the atmofphere of 
thefe globules, as well as the fluid they contain, may be of an 
electric nature ; and explains upon this principle the heavy falls 
of water (averfes) which at times fucceed an eleétric explofion 
in the atmofphere. The phenomenon of the inftantaneous 
formation of clouds, in places where a few feconds before there 
were none, is alfo explained by the theory, that whenever air 
becomes fuperfaturated with elaftic vapours, the overplus is con- 
verted into veficular vapour, 

Our limits oblige us to pafs flightly over the chapters on the 
evaporation in a rarefied or denfe medium; in which it is proved, 
that elaftic vapours are more eafily formed in a rarefied air, but 
that a rarefied air can diffolve a lefs quantity of vapour: On 
the important queftion in meteorology, Whether the paflage of 
fire from one place to another be a caufe of evaporation? 
which the Author denies: On the quantity of evaporation de- 
pending on, and proportionate to the temperature and furface of 
the water; the warmth, drynefs, and frequent renewal of the 
air; with an idea of an atmidometer, to meafure the quan- 
tity of evaporation: On the evaporation of ice, which, like that 
Of water, diminifhes as the cold increafes: and laftly, On the 
evaporation 
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fvaporation of water mixed with other ingredients, fuch as fa. 
line, oily, and other volatile fubitances, which are diflolved 
with the water. : 
V. Application of the above Theories to fame Meteorological 
Phaenomena.— The manner in which vapours are dilperfed ina 
dry atmofphere by the cffccét of heat, is here applied to the pro. 
duétion of various periodical winds. ‘he rifing fun raifes va- 
pours into the. air it firft fhines upon, increafes its bulk, and 
confequently propels the mafs of air contiguous to it, to the 
weftward ; and thus occafions the eafterly breezes frequently 
obferved at that time of the day. But when the fun ap. 
proaches the meridian, the air in the lower latitudes being 
warmer, and of courfe more impregnated and extended in di- 
menfions, and being prevented from. fpreading horizontally by 
the prefiure of the contiguous denfer columns, that air muf 
needs afcend vertically, and being arrived at a certain height 
above the contig:ious columns, it follows the hydrostatic laws 
of fluids, and {preads over thofe columns toward the poles, 
whilft the lower parts of thefe latter columns rufh horizontally 
from the poles along the furface of the earth, and replace the 
sarefted air of the lower latitude—this caufes a conttant ciscula- 
tion, vertical towards the zenith in the torrid, vertical from the 
zenith in the frigid zones, and horigontal in the temperate 
zones from the equator in the upper regions, and from the poles 
near the furface of theearth. This theory, however plaufible 
it may appear, muft be confirmed by obfervations before it is 
adopted. : 
The cold in the upper regions prevents the difperfion of the 
water of our planet intd the immenfe fpace.. Some of it how- 
ever, our Author thinks, may be loft to our planet in this man- 
ner; and ke even furmifes, that this lofs may account fer the 
gradual diminution of water on our globe; this, however, 1s. 
mentioned with much ‘difidence ; and indeed we greatly fufpect, 
shat accurate calculations wil] prove thig opinion to be inadmif- 
fible. The degree‘of impregnation of air in different parts of a 
column does not, as might be imagined, decreafe in a regular 
fertes upwards, it having been found by obfervation, that the 
eapper parts of a column approach at times nearer to faturation 
than others beneath them. ‘There are no limits, except abfo- 
Jute contact, to the quantity of veficular vapours that may 
be fufpended in air. One cubic foot of air may contaiit 
200 of 250 prains of water refolved in this vapour *, Thefe 
wapours are the refervoiss of rain, Hurricanes are thus 
explained on the principle of evaporation. During a perfect 





* Our Author does not gives us the data on which he founds this 
¢alculation, 
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exia, the fun heating the air, a great quantity of vaporrs 
afcend, at which time the inhabitants near the center of the 
bafe of this column feel a fuffocating heat. When thefe va- 
ours have reached the high and cold regions, they condenfe, 
ebfcure the Sun, and fall in torrents ; the fudden condenfation 
occafions a vacuum, and confequently violent winds, whilft the 
eleAric fuid is likewife fet in motion by thefe atmbfperieal con~ 
yulftons. ; 
The gd chapter of this Effay treats of the variations of the 
barometer, and though much of it is hypothetical and contro- 
verfial, it is yet full of curious information. M. De Luc’s theory, 
which refts on the fact, that pure air is heavier than air impreg- 
nated with aqueous vapouss, and thus accounts for the fall of 
the barometer on the approach of rain, is here controverted,—- 
The barometer is obferved to vary lefs in the torrid zone than 
near the poles. [he caufes afigned for this are, 1ft, the tem- 
perature in the former region being Jefs variable; 2d, the winds 
more regular; and 3d, the height of the atmofphere greater, 
which renders all ehanges lefs fudden, ‘The effect of heat in 
lowering the barometer is accounted for by the dilatation of a 
column of air, which increafes its height, and thus caufes the 
upper part of it to how off on the contiguous lower columns ; 
but here it is required that the heat pervade the whole column, 
and that the contiguous columns be not equally dilated. “Fhe 
cafe, therefore, where a local caufe affcéts the denfity of a par- 
ticular column of aur is that which has the greateft influence on 
the barometer. Upon the whole, our Author afcribes to. heat 
and winds the principal variaticns of the barometer; but he 
does not exclude the influence of vapours, and of fome chemi- 
cal modifications, fuch as the generation or abforption of cer- 
tain quantities of different airs, whole fpecific gravities diffcs 
from that of common air in its mean ftate. He admits, however, 
that the obfervations hitherto made are iniufficient to account 
for all the phaenomena of the barometer, and thinks it: likely 
that new caufes will be difcovered to complete this theory. 
After fome practical rules and obfervations on the application 
and manner of ufing the hygrometer, from whence we colle¢t, 
that, {mall as the hair is, it is yet affected by the heat of the 
fun, and muft therefore be obferved in the fhade ; that the part 
of the day in which the air is drieft is ufually between three and 
four o’clock ; and that in general it is the moft impregnaied 
about an hour after fun-rife,—our. Author gives us a table of 
meteorological obfervations, made during a tix weeks excurfion 
on the Alps, in which the indications of four hygrometers were 
examined and compared ; and adds various reflections on mete- 
Orological prognoftications. This Effay, and the work irfelf, 
? concludes 

































222 MonTuity CaTALocuk, Political, &c. 


concludes with remarks on what remains yet to be done in Hye 
grometry, which ftill offers a very extenfive field of enquiry. 
Had we done ample juftice to this important work, we mut 
have taken up twice the room we have here allowed to this ar. 
ticle ;—what we have faid however will, we hope, be fufficient 
to convey an adequate idea of the moft fubftantial part of it, 
The ftyle is clear and uniform ; fometimes too verbofe; bur,. 
on the whole, it befpeaks a mind deeply immerfed in the fub. 
je&. The Author might, perhaps, have paid fomewhat more 
attention to method; but if Authors give us good matter, Read- 
ers may methodize. Pi. 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For SEPTEMBER, 1784. 


POLITICAL. 


Art. 13. Abfraé of the Budget, or the Taxes for the Year 
1784. 8vo. 18.6d. Ridgway. 


HIS is an abftraét of the new taxes on Bricks and Tiles— Game, 
— Horfes— Hats— Pawning of goods ;—and of the additional 
duties on Candles—Petty Cuftom— Paper—Hackney Coaches— Beer 

—Poftage of Letters—Tea—Windows—Cocoa Nuts and Coffee— 

Low Wines and Spirits—Linens and Cottons—Raw and Thrown 

Silk, and Lead— Starch and Soap.——— What a fe have we paid for 

the alienation of America ! 

Art. 14. Some Obfervations on the evil Confequences that will pro- 
bably arife from a Duty propofed to be laid on Coals. Infcribed to 
the R. H. William Pitt. 8vo. 6d. Debrett. 1784. 

As the intended tax here alluded to, has been, very judicioufly, 
abandoned, our Readers will not expect, from us, a more particular 
account of thefe obfervations. 

TRADE, &§e. 

Art. 15. The Corn Diftillery fated to the Confideration of the 
Landed Intereft of England. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Johnfon. 1784. 
The corn-diftillers have found an able advocate in the Writer of 

this pamphlet ; whofe good fenfe furnifhes him with many argu- 

ments to remove the prejudices againft diftilling fpirit from corn, 
and to recommend the manufacture to the encouragement of the 
landed intereft, inftead of leaving the call for fpirits open to the 
importation of foreign articles of this nature, and to diftillation 
from melaffes. ‘ The queftion before us,’ as he obferves, ‘ is, and 

‘on its refolution depends a conteft of high importance to the landed 

intereft of England, whether the fpirit confumed in England fhall 

be made in England, from Englith materials, the growth and pro- 

duce of England ; or whether he fpirit confumed in England fhall 

be made in foreign nations, and imported into England, or from 

foreign materials, the growth and produce of other countries?’ All 

nations, he affirms, where arts are in the leaft degree —_— 
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dittil fpirits from fome produce of the earth; corn-{pirit is of as 
a quality as any other; Englith diftillers and compounders are, 

at this day, the beit matters of their art in the world; and were they 
freed from the tyranny of the excife, would produce fpirit equal ia 
uality and flavour to that of any nation ape earth. But under 
the fhackles of excife, a full ftop is put to all improvement of dil- 
tillery in pa He fhews, that the heavy duties impofed oa 
fpirit diftilled in England, only tend to injure the revenue by fmug- 
gling from abroad, and by frauds of various kinds at home; and 
gives many hints of Advice to the landed gentlemen, for which they 
may do well to confult the pamphlet at large, if they wifh to under- 

ftand a fubjeét no lefs delicate than intricate. N 

NoveEts. . 
Art. 16. Barham Downs. A Novel. By the Author of Mount 

Henneth. 12mo0. ,6s. fewed. Wilkie. 1784. 

Somerof the charaéters éxhibited in this novel are the moft exe- 
crable and abandoned that can difgrace human nature; they are al- 
moft ‘* too bad for bad report:’’ but they are contrafted by others 
which are peculiarly amiable and excellent, and fhine with more 
than common luftre. Harry Ofmond and his Annabella poflefs the 
fofter graces; and they are here fketched with a free and eafy, if not 
a delicate pencil. But the Author’s talent lics chiefly in ftriking 
and fpirited touches, and fuch particularly as convey lively images 
of objects under a light and ludicrous form. He is teldom ferious ; 
and his pathetic is fometimes dafhed with an odd mixture of ridicule 
and irony. His objeé& feems to be, to put his Reader into a gay 
humour; and he generally fucceeds in his attempt: for, amidft the 
difplay of the mott atrocious characiers, he hath the art of reprefling 
indignation by pleafantry. ; 

Harry Ofmond, difappointed in love, through the caprice and 
avarice of a falfe and unprincipled woman, hath the fuperadded 
misfortune of failing in bufinefs. After feitling his affairs with his 
creditors, in a manner greatly to his honour and their fatisfaction, 
he changes his name, and retires on the wreck of his fortune, to a 
{mali and fequeftered cottage in the country, near Bannam Downs, 
the feat of Juftice Whitaker ; who. had two daughters, the youngekt 
of which he was defirous of marrying to Lord Winterbottom ; who 
had ruined himfelf by gambling, debauchery, and extravagance. 
Ofmond, under the affumed name of Davis, meets the Mifs Whit- 
akers in a grove, the accuftomed fcene of his retirement. His man- 
ner of addrefs interelted the young ladies in his favour; and by 
their means he is introduced to the old juitice, and a very agreeable 
acquaintance commences;—but which, in a fhort ‘time, ‘is inter- 
rapted by the jealoufy of Lord Winterbottom. Here the plot opens: 
and it is carried through various fcenes and embarraffments, both in 
England and on the continent, till Ofmond’s conftancy is rewarded 
by the hand of his Annabella. 

The leading principle of this Author’s novels is good /cn/e, ani- 
mated by a {pirit of freedom and benevolence, and exprefled in a 
ftyle peculiarly pointed and fprightly. But we fee nothing original 
either in his charaéters or plots, though there is a novelty in the 
manner: we fufpect that it will be judged too deficient in nature ; 
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that the fwart frokes and 4its of humour and wit ftrike the reade? 
too rapidly ; above all, that the ingenious Writer too frequently dif- 
covers a prurifncy of fancy, which leads him too near the borders of 
indelicacy ; and he is, moreover, chargeable with a levity of fenti- 
ment, which hath a ftrong caft of irreligion and infidelity. 

In a work of entertainment, defigned for general reading, every 
thing which hath a tendency to infute loofe ideas into the mind, and 
to unfettle religious principles, fhould be carefully avoided by every 
one who hath the real interefts of virtue and the welfare of fociety 
at heart. Weare forry that fo ingenious a writer as the Author of 
Mognt Henneth*, and Barham Downs, and who is fo capable of 
sing amufement, without condefcending to ftand indebted to the 
tricks of meaner novelifts for the means of gratifying a vicious 
tafte,—we are forry that /uch a writer fhould ever lay himfelf open 
to cenfure, or give caufe for a reflection, which we make with re- 
Ju€tance, and which nothing but a fenfe of the duty we owe to the 
Public could have drawn from us. We fhall, however, rejoice that 
we have made it, if by this means he fhould be led, in future, to | 
correct an error which fhades the beauty of too many pages of his 
otherwife admired novels. rock 
Art. 17. The Rival Brothers; a Novel. Ina Series of Letters 

founded on Faéts. By aLady. 12mo. 2 Vols. 6s. Printed 

for the Authore/s, and fold by Symonds. 1784. 

If this performance be confidered merely as a movel, it is inarti- 
ficial, uninterefting, and inelegant. If it be (as the Preface very ’ 
ferioufly declares) ‘ a narrative founded on abfolute faéts,’ the pub- 
lication of it can anfwer no end, but to gratify a love of fcandal, 
and give vent toa malignant and revengeful difpofition: and the 
beft revenge the hero of the tale can take, in his turn, is, to ** with 
the woman a dinner ; and fit ftill.”’ Zs 
Art. 18. The School for Majefty ; or the Sufferings of Zomelli. 

An Oriental Hiftory. 1izmo. 2s. 6d. Lane. 1783. 

An adjective, as we learnt at our fchool, cannot ftand by itfelf. 
This Author writes as if he fuppofed that a fubftantive was equally 
helplefs. He hath always an adjective to prop it up. He will not 
permit the fun to fhine, nor the fountains to bubble, nor the rofes 
to blow, without an attendant epithet. In moft cafes, indeed, his 
epithets, inftead of communicating any light or force to the words 
With which they are connected, are but the /badows of the words 
themfelves, as the Reader will perceive from the following extratt, 
which may be confidered as avery proper {pecimen of the Writer’s 
ftyle and manner of compofition: ‘ In the approach he was furprifed 
to behold, fai afleep, reclining on poifonous night-thade, baneful 
aconite, and noxicus weeds, tipfey Drunkennefs, greedy Gluttony, 
Juitful Letchery, lazy Indolence, and riotous Intemperance. As he 
entered, he was received by wakeful Febris, and conduéted by im- 
mortal Gout, hobbling on crutches through a miferable variety of 
cruel Diforders, wry-faced, pallid, yellow and meagre, to the Genius 
of Difeafes ; who fat reclining low, emaciated with complicated ma- 











* For our account of Mount Henneth, fee Rev. Vol. LXVI. 
Pp. 129. 
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ladies, as if fainting, dying on a warm, foft, downy couch, in the 
midt of a crowd of grave, black-vefted perfonages, poring over 


tivers of naufeous phyfic ; 
But enough! we forbear, left the Reader fhould be as fick as ours 


felves. 


; 
Art. 19. Original Love Letters, between a Lady of Quality 
and a Perfon of inferior Station, izmo. 2 Vols. §s. fewed. 

Bew. 1734. 

© When { affert, fays the Editor, the following Letters to be ori- 
ginal, and written under the circumitances which they illuttrate, I 
bring no proof; and therefore leave their credibility to reft upon my 
anonymous affertion, or their own internal evidence. If the latter 
does not accompany them, I do not with the reader to reit upon the 
former. If I could have compoféd them myfelf, I would not have 
yielded the reputation of them to fuppofititious charatters.’ 

Thefe artifices are become fo very common, that they have loft the 
power of impofition. We have no doubt but that the Editor and 
the Author are the fame perfon : and théfe Letters bear the evident 
charatteriftics of a pen that hath been already avewed/y employed in 
the fame ‘ /uppofititious’ f{ervice. 

They are, however, elegant, moral, and fentimental; and may 
be read with pleafure, whether they are confidered as original or 
fiditious. , Je 

Art. 20. The Independent. 12m0. 2 Vols. §s. boards. 

Cadell. 1784. 

In many places thé language of this Novel is too inflated and 
poetical to be either natural or elegant ; and on this very account a 
prejudice will be conceived againft this Novel at its firft outfet. We 
{peak not only from our own feelings, but from what we have per- 
ceived in others at openirig the firft volume. It will not avail the 
Author to fay, that he is mocking the fuftian which he imitates, and 
is laughing at the pomp and folemnity which he affumes. This 
doth not immediately appear; at leaft, the Reader is not prepared 
for this fport of a fudden: and when burlefque doth not come in 
with eafe, and in a well-timed moment, it is fure to lofe the in- 
tended effect. 

The Author of this criticifm faw three gentlemen (not faftidious 

fools o coxcombs) lay down the Independent, at the inftant whén 
** the Sun from the Ealt tipped the mountains with gold.”— He had 
himfelf read- the Novel throughout, and defired them to conquer 
their prejudice for a few moments, and they would find better en- 
tertainment. They did—arid were as well pleafed as himfelf. 
_ Itis in vain for the Writer to complain of their folly and injuftice 
in giving up the Novel, without reading a page in it.—We grant it 
Was precipitate, it was unfait. But, if a man writés Novels, he 
muft confult the tafte of thofe who generally read fuch produttions, 
and accommodate himfelf to their humour. 

We only fpeak of what really did happen at 4 great Houfe in the 
Country 3 and as we wifh the ingenious Author fuccefs in this pur- 


fuit, we would give him hints which he may {o far improve as to 
enfure it. 


Rev, Sept. 1784. Q, The 
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The prefent Novel is the production of a lively, acute, and fen. 
fble writer. Its moral is chafte. The fpirit it breathes is generous 
and manly; and the reflections fcattered through it are pertinent 
and judicious. 

A fermon is introduced (in the midft of a fcene not very anfpi- 
cious to an exhibition of this fort—in the midft of a mafqterade !) 
which would have done no difcredit to the pen of the truly inge- 
nious and fentimental Yorick. 0 

POETRY. , 

Art. 21. The Cave of Neptune: with Notes. 4to. 33. 

Walter. 1784. 

From a laudable ambition to celebrate the maritime glory of Bri- 
tain, the prefent poem is compofed. The Author is conducted, in a 
vifion, to the cave of Neptune ; and Columbus is appointed to fhew 
him the wonders of the ar and to do juflice to choke of his coun- 
trymen who have fignalized themfelves by naval atchievements. 
Refpecting the execution of this attempt, it is not entitled to the 
greatett praife: it has neither brilliancy of imagination nor elegance 
of numbers to recommend it. The utmoft that can be faid of it is, 
that the verfification is paflable ; and that the fentiments never de- 
viate from the track of common fenfe. , 
Art. 22. Verfes to the Right Honourable William Pitt. gto. fs. 
Debrett. 

Thefe verfes probably contain fome ftate fecret, with which the 
prophane vulgar ought not to be acquainted, otherwife they would 
furely have been compofed nearer to the level of common under- 
ftandings. If our, young ftate Palinurus can unriddle fuch lines as 
the following, he will meet with nothing too intricate for him: 

‘ “Nor Prince and Peers the total weal confpire: 

The gen’rous Commons catch contagious fire. 

Not hands, or feet ; the head, they all will be ; 

Each will be all things, but she third degree. 

Invaded fpheres with indignation burn ; 

Till each invader fpeeds the juft return ; 

Its proper movement till each part enjoys, 4 

And the whole frame regains harmonious poife.’ . 
Art. 23. 4n Epifile to the Right Honourable Lord Fohn Cavendifp, 

late Chancellor of the Exchequer. By Mifs Ryves, Author of 

** An Ode to Mr. Mafon.”’ 4to. 1s. Dodfley. 1784. 

This panegyrical Epiftle feems to have been dictated by a fincere 
refpect for the character which is the fubject of tt. The fentiments 
are juit; and they are exprefied, if not in elegant, yet in fpirited 
verfe, 

Art. 24. Seleé? Scottish Ballads. Vol. 11. Containing Ballads 
of the comic Kind. 1zm6. 2s. 6d. fewed. Nicholls. 1783. 

A judicious feleétion of Ballads is capable of furnifhing an inte- 
refting picture of national manners. ‘Though little to be relied ov 
when perfonal chara¢ters are.concerned, the general character of the 
times, and the opinions that prevail, are frequently reprefented in 
them with greater fidelity than in more laboured compofitions, But 
it is not on this account merely that they are valuable: colleétively 

5 confidered, 
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confidercd, they form no incompetent chart of the intell¢ual, as 
civil, progrefs of fociety, and its gradual advances from rude- 
nefs to refinement. Of the clafs alluded to there are feveral in this 
volume of confiderable merit. It contains, however, many that 
might have peaceably flept in oblivion, without injury to the repu- 
tation of the Scottifh Mufe. Of this fort are the modern-antiques 3 
an unnatural {pecies of composition, in which fentiments and ideas 
of the prefent moment are itiffened out in harth, obfolete language. 
The moit curious, and perhaps the oldeft piece in this colleétion is, 
Pebljs to the Play, written by James the Firft of Scotland. It is 
now firft publifhed. ‘The MS. from which the Editor’s copy was 
taken, is in the Pepyfian Library at Magdalen College, Cambridge. 
It contains much humour, and a knowledge of low life, ftrangely 
incompatible with prefent ideas of royalty. | 

Prefixed to the collection is a differtation on the Comic Ballad, in 
which, if the Reader expects to meet with new light en the fubject, 
he will probably be difappointed. Far be it from us, however, to 
jnfinuate that nothing is to be learned from it. The following pieces 
of information are to be met with, perhaps nowhere elfe, viz. that 
*Virgil’s principal and almoft only praife is excellence of verfification: 
that Sappho is the only female who ever wrote any thing worthy 

refervation : and that the exquifitely elegant and graceful paintings 
of Angelica Kauffman are, in the opinion of this modern Midas, as 
difgufting as the poems of Blackmore! 

rp For our account of the firft volume of this collection of Sco ~ 
tih Ballads, fee Review, Vol. LXVI. p. 292. ’ 
Art. 25. Poems on various Subjefis. By John Powell, B.A. of 

Vadham College, Oxford, and Grammar Mafter, Monmouth. 

8vo. (Price unknown.) Hereford printed. 84 pages. 

Thefe Poems, neither from their elegance, multiplicity, nor im- 
portance, are intitled to much notice. They confift chiefly of Odes 


and Elegies. 


well as 


‘ Erudition is admired, 

Learning honourable deem’'d, 

Yet, by Genius uninfpir’d, 

Will but barely be efteem’d.’ 

So fays Mr. Powell; fo fay we; and fo, we fuppofe, fay his patrons, 
the Worfhipful Company of Haberdahhers. oe 
Art. 26. The Looking-Glafs: containing fele€&t Fables of La 

Fontaine, imitated in Englith , with additional Thovghts. 8vo. 

3s. fewed. Walter. 1784. 

This is by no means a fuccef:ful imitation of Fontaine. Inftead 
of the beautiful fimplicity, and elegant gaiety, of the original, the 
Yranflator has fubitituted that pert kind of vulgar phrafeology, of 
which Sir R. L’Eftrange was fo eminent a maiter, and which, whe 
put into ambling veric, forms the true character of doggrel rhime. E 

o 


Art. 27, The Sick Queen and Phyficians, A Poetical Tale. gto 
, 2s. 6d. Stockdale. 1784. 

Chis fick Queen, whofe death ought to have been announced in 
Our monthly bills of mortality half a year ago, aflumes the charatter 
of Bricannia. The guacks are Lord North and his coalition friends. 
The regular practitioners are Thurlow and Pitt, &c. C-r—-t 

Q 2 Art. 
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Art. 28. Mother Hubbard’s Tale of the Fox and Ape: f{ele&ed 
from the Works of Edmund Spencer, with the obfolete Words 
explained. 1zmo. 1s. Dilly. 17384. R 
A neat edition, with a correé& gloffary. ‘ 

Art. 29. Chat/worth, or the Genius of England’s Prophecy. 
A Poem. By the Author of the Naval Triumph. 4to. 2s, 
Parker. 

‘L'his Poem is evidently intended as a compliment to the houfe of 

Cavendifh. Though neither an animated nor vigorous produétion, 


it indicates a mind not deftitute of poetical tafte. C.¥.; 
Art, 30. Fajfbion, an Ode; with other Poems, gto. 28, — 
Dodifley. 


This flender mifcellany, extending through only twenty pages, 
confifts of four fhort Odes, on common {ubjeéts, treated in a com- 
mon flyle. It will be fufficient, therefore, barely to mention their 
titles, namely, ‘ Fajfbion ;’ ‘ Viciffitude of Pleafare and Pain con- 
genial to the prefent State of Man ;’ Retro/pedtion,’ in which the 
Writer looks back upon the Amufements of childhood ; and * Bene-, 


ficence.’ 
MISCELLANEOUS. ya 
Art. 31. The Hiftory of the Life of Tamerlane the Great: giving 


an authentic Account of his Birth and Family, his Wars with the 

Mufcovites, the King of China, the famous Bajazet Emperor of 

the Turks, and the Soldan of Egypt, his Conquetft of Perfia, and 

the other remarkable A@tions of his Life. Wrote at his own Com- 
mand, by his Favourite Alhacen, a learned Arabian. Tranf- 
lated into Englifh, with Notes, by L. Vane, Efg. 12zmo. 1s. 6d. 

Law. 1782. 

This is a tranflation of a tranflation. A French verfion is faid to 
have been publithed at Bruffels, in 1600, by M. de Mortimer ; which 
is here abridged. We cannot fay much in commendation of Mr. 
Vane’s ftyle. In the very title, above, we have an expreflion (wrote) 
that appears, at leaft, meg/igent. The original Arabian hiftory, 
by Alhacen, we are told, 1s highly valued in the Eaft. The life of 
fo great a man, and fo illuftrious a prince, as Tamerlane, cannot fail 
of furnifhing entertainment and inftraétion. His qualities, and his 
vactions, were, in feveral refpects great and noble: among other in- 
ftances, of which particular notice is here taken, aéthe favour fhewn 
by him to the Chriffians (notwithftanding the bigoted fury of the 
priefts, and the violence of the Mufi?), declaring it his opinion, 
*‘ that men fhould be Icft to their own judgment and confcience in 
matters of religion.”” Yet other accounts of this prince fpeak dif- 
ferently, and jay, that this formidable warrior made ufe of his au- 
thority to force multitudes of Chriftians to apoftatize, and that he 
treated many of them with the utmoft barbarity. See, particularly, 
“Mofheim’s Eccl. Hiftery, Cent. XIV. referring to a hiftory of Timur- 
Bec, written by a Pertian, named Scherfedinus. How far the Perfian 
writer is to be credited, in oppofition to the Arabian, is the queftion. 
The zeal of this prince, for the faith which he himfelf profefled, is 
well known; wile, on the other hind, the liberality of his fenti- 
ments, with due allowance for the time in which he lived, and the 
education which he had received, muft be allowed, on the concur- 
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gfrom thy grave, and let the myrtle grow alone. 





s levelled, it is as feeble as it is malignant. 


Art. 26. Elements of the Philofophy of Ftiffory. Part Firlt. 
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rent teftimony of all the principal hiftorians, who have celebrated 

his actions, and delineated his character. y " 

Art, 32 A Supplement ta the Mifcellanies of Thomas Chatterton. 
8vo. 2s. Becket. 1784. 

The little poetical epiftles and acroftics in the beginning of this 
collection are in general very trifling; but the Epiitle to the Rev. 
Mr. Catcot, dated Dec. 16, 1769, 1s of a fuperior character, We 
read it with ftrong emotions of wonder, difguit, and pity. We 
with, however, that it had been fupprefled, together with his Will. 
In proportion to the credit we give to his genius and abilities, fo 
proportionably we detract from the merit of his character, and the 
virtues of his heart. He had imbibed the mott peftilent infidelity ; 
and his courfe of life naturally tended to nourifh and ftrengthen it in 
felf-defence.—But how did it end? 

‘ Poor fuperftitious mortals! wreck your hate 
Upon my cold remains.’ 

No! thou poorer mortal!—who would not rather bedew them 
with their tears? If we were able, we would pluck the night-fhade 

¢ee r 
Art. 33. 4 Defeription of Hawk/lone, the Seat of Sir rBhaia® 

Hill, Bart. One of the Knights of the Shire for the County of Sa- 

lop. By T. Rodenhurf. Second Edition 1a2zmo. 1s, ohrewl- 

bury, printed. London, fold by G. Robinfon. 1784. 

This 1s an amufing account of an uncommonly beautiful fpot. 
Thofe who cannot vifit the place, may receive fome entertainment 
from pervfing this fhort but agreeable defcrintion ; and thote who 
repair thither may find atfiitance from Mr, R.’s detail in furveying 
its feveral parts. The firlt edition was intended for ithe neighbour- 
hood of Hawkftone, and there found its fale; from whence it was 
concluded, that a fecond edition, and more exteniive publication, 
might not be unacceptable. : 
Art. 34. Memoirs of the Life of Voltaire, written by Himfelf, 

Tranflated from the French 8yvo. 3s. 6d. Robinfon. 1784. 

_ After the particular notice which we took of this curious publica- 
tion in our lah Appendix, we have only to fay, with refpect to the 
tranflation, that iz falls fhort of the fpirit of the original, and ad- 
heres too clofely to the French idiom, to merit the character of an 
elegant tranflation. The Englifh Reader, however, will be glad to 
accept it as the belt, being the only one in the marker. EB. 
Art. 35. A Satirical Peerage of England; inclwiing a Satire 

On Mottos, and a literal Tranflation and Criticifm on all the 

Mottos which now decorate the Arms of the Enelith Nobility, and 

the prefent Sixteen Peers of Scotland; with hiitorical, moral, and 

humorous Reflections on each. Calculated for the prefent Tiines. 

By Charles Coleman, Efg. gto. 2:. 6d. Litier. 

A dull attempt at ill-natured wit. Happily for thofe at whom it 


Cr -f, 





By the Rev. Mr. Logan, One of the Minifters of Leith. 8vo. 
zs. fewed. Edinburgh, Creech. 1781. 
As far as this fketch enables us to judge of the Coarfe of Lectures 


read by the Author, he appears to have taken a very comprehentive, 
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and truly philofophical, furvey of the hiftory of mankind. Though 
thefe outlines are particularly ‘intended for Mr. Logan’s s pupils, they 
may be of ufe to readers of hiftory in general, in leading them to 
contemplate events in their connection with each other, and in their 
relation to their caufes; and in fuggefting hints of fpeculation and 
inguiry. The plan here chalked out, corredtly executed, avzth an- 
thorities, would be a valuable acquilition to the literary world. BE, 
Art. 37. An Hiftory of the Inflances of Exclufion from the Roya 

Society, which were not fuffered to be argued in the Courfe of he 

late Debates. With Striétures on the Formation of the Council, 

and other Inftances of the Defpotifm of Sir Jofeph Banks, the 
prefent Prefident, &c. By fome Members in the Minority. 8vo. 

1s. Debrett, &c. 1784. 

We have already exprefied our concern on account of the diffen- 
tions in the Royal Society; and we can now only repeat the expref- 
fion of that concern: which we feel with additional weight, as we 
fee no probability of a fpeedy end to thefe un philofophical bicker- 
ings. The charges that have been brought age ew the Prefident, are 
here repeated with improved feverity; as are the threats of an 
eventual feceflion, and the erection of a new feciely of which our 
Author fpeaks in the following proph:tic terms.--‘ If this, or fome- 

thing of the kind’ (alluding to the reftraining fehemés here propofed) 
* be not foon done, you are to exp; ét the ered; on of a new fociety, 
a real Academy of Sciences, in the country. ‘Shis will be weak at 
firft, perhaps, and for fome years the « sbject of your mirth and de- 
rifion; but, as it will be founded on the true principles now ac- 
knowledged all over Europe, and sendetind by men who know what 
is required to make fuch an under rtaking profper, it will emerge 
within a fhort time, pafs you a fhor: time after, and, at length, leave 
you the mortification of being only the fecond fcientific body in the 
kingdom.’ 

Whether what is prediition now, wiil be 4:/ory hereafter, we mult 
Jeave to be pronounced by future obfervers. 

Art. 38. 4 Letter addreffed to the Prefident and Members of the 

Royal Society. Explaining the Principle, or Powers, whereby it 

is expected all the lighter Kinds of Goods and Merchandice, as 

well as Paflengers and Letters, may be conveyed to mof Parts of 
thefe Kingdoms, ina much cheaper and quicker Manner, than 
by any of the Modes of Conveyance now in Ufe. Whereby the 

Voyages of shipping may be fhortened—the tainted Air of Rooms 

and Houles be continually changed ; Mills, of every Denomina- 
tion, worked without Wind, Water, or Horfes, and many other 

Purpofes effected of great Ufe to the Society. By John Chrifto- 

_ Roberts, Efe; heretofore one of the Under-fecretaries for 

the Southern Department, fince Secretary, &c. to the Province of 

Quebec, in North America. 8vo. 6d. Sold at No. 46, Effex- 

Street, Strand. 

Lt i is matter of much concern to obferve, that fchemes which are 
fugceited for the general benefit of mankind, fhould owe their origin 
to hin erica! fp eculations, or to ipec slasive ideas unfubftantiated 
by practical Senate edge: fuch, however, is the cafe with refpect to 
the little tra which hath given rife to this remark, 
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Art. 39. Adedern Atalantis; or, the Devil in an Air Balloon; 
containing the Charaéters, and fecret Memoirs of the moti con- 
{picuous Perfons, &c. 12m0. 2s. 6d. Kearfley. 1784. 

The charaéters here exhibited are well known; and what is re- 
lated of them needed no devil to reveal. The Writer had no fecret 
communication with fupernatural intelligences. The news-papers, 
and the common fame of the day, fupplied him with the whole fund 
of private and perfonal fcandal, which he hath here retailed. 

The Writer doth not wholly deal in fcandal; though there is too 
large a quantity of it in this little volume not to enture its fuccefs, 
[: is too well adapted to the reigning tafte; and authors, who fhould 
be above it, are too ready to gratify it. 

A few good chasaéters—and very few, are introduced, in order 
to throw a little Nght on the dark picture: —Mr. Fox, Sir Peter 
Burrel, Major Drewe, and one or two more, are all the characters 
that could be found that were worth the devil’s good word. 


MECHANICS. B:. .K, 


Art. 40. The Speaking Figure, and the Automaton Chefs Player, 
expofed and detected. 8vo. 1s. Stockdale. 1784. 

The Author of this pamphlet imagines that he has difcovered the 
means by which the {peaking do//, and the (fuppofed) automaton 
chefs-player, perform their refpective functions; or, rather, are 
made, according to our author, to perform them, by fuch human 
agency, or confederacy, as renders their high-priced exhibition, to 
the Public, a downright zmpofure.—He allows the contrivances to 
be ingenious, as are the tricks performed by flight of hand; and if, 
like the Jatter, the former had been difplayed at a moderate price, 
and not under falfe pretences to mechanical excellence, the Author’s 
refentment (we are told) would not have been excited. He illuf- 
trates his defcription of the procefs of the fpeaking figure, by a 
copper-plate; and, as to the chefs-player, if this gentleman is right 
in his conclufions, we muft confefs ourfelves to have been among 
the number of thofe who were taken in *, by the inventor’s prote{- 
fions, that his machine was merely, and honeftly,’ the produétion of 
mechanical power and contrivance. —But Jet us wait a little longer 
for farther detection, and clearer proof, left we fhould be taken in 
a fecond time. 





ScHOOL#Books. 

Art. 41. A concife Syftem of Englifb Grammar, defigned for the 
Ufe of Schools, as well as private Families. Compiled by John 
Corbet. 12mo. + Shrewfbury, printed by T. Wood. 1784. 
We are not much difinclined to join with the Author in faying, 

* This Bffay on Grammar may be of Angular u/e in all {chools where 

the languages are not profefledly taught: concife as it is, it will be 

found fufficiently copious to give a juft idea of Grammar, to thofe 
who defire to be acquainted with the principles of the art, and with 





_* See Review for April laft, p. 307. ‘‘ Inanimate reafon; or a 
circumftantial account of M. de Kempelin’s Chefs-Player.”’ 
t The price not being printed, we mention (as in other inftances) 
the number of pages, viz. forty-feven. 
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the fundamental rules of their mother-tongue.”  T] 
jut account of the little performance ; though it might have been as 
proper if the Compiler had not himfelf fo pofitively decided in its 


This feems to bea 


favour. It is thrown into the form of queftion and anf{wer, shag 
being, often at leaft, regarded as the happieft method of leading 
children and youth into fome acquaintance with thefe fubjeéts, We 
apprehend, that thofe who have recourfe to this eflay may find it fer- 
viceable, and, in many qgfes, more fuited to their purpofe than 


larger performances, H 
MEDICAL. ‘ 


Art. 42. ATreatife on Comparative Anatomy, by Alexander Monro, 
M.D. F.R.S. Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians, and 
Jate Profeflor of Medicine and Anatomy in the Univerfity of Edin- 
burch. Publifhed by his Son, Alexander Monro, M. D. Pro- 
fefflor of Medicine, and of Anatomy and Surgery, in the Univer- 
fity of Edinburgh. A new Edition: with confiderable Improve- 
ments and Additions by other Hands. 8vo. 2s. boards, 
Edinburgh, printed for C. Elliot. Robinfon, London. 1783. 
The title-page of this work acquaints us, that it is publifhed by 

the prefent celebrated Profeflor of Anatomy at Edinburgh. On 
turning the leaf, we find a dedication of it to the Prefident and the 
other members of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh, by Mr. 
C. Elliot. The Preface contains a fhort epitome of the hiftory of 
Comparative Anatomy, written in language which by no means does 
credit to its Author. In matters of fcience, we do not require a 
ftudied elegance, or a flowing ftyle; but fuch a degree of correétnefs 
and attention to the rules of grammar and the ufe of terms, as may 
be fufficient to prevent the fenfe of the Author from being obfcure, 
or may ferve to promote the perfpicuity of his work. It is our duty, 
as Reviewers, to defend the Englifh language againft the unnecef- 
fary introdution of barbarous terms, and to remonftrate with the 
Editor of the book before us againft the ufe of fuch words as *§ fpe- 
cialty’ for peculiarity, and ‘ compends’ for abridgments. Had the 
fubfequent parts of this work poffeffed lefs merit, we fhould not 
have been fo {crupulousgo remark thefe defeéts; but we would with 
that a performance, which muft be read with fatisfa&tion and advan- 
tage by the naturalift and the phyfician, fhould not, in any part, 
ofiend the chafle ear of the fcholar. 

Enlarged and improved as the anatomical contents of this edition 
are, we doubt not but that the avidity of the Public will foon re- 
quire another imprefhion of fo valuable a work; and we may then 
hope, that proper attention will be paid to correét the inaccuracies 
of which we now complain. | 

PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. M-~ n 

Art. 43. Advice to anew Member of Parliament; containing a 
compendious Syftem of fuch P—y Praétice and political Principle 
as every Member muit learn, before he can expeé to derive any 
Popularity or Preferment from his Senatorial Condu&, Charaéter, 
or Conjequence, Dedicated to the New Parliament. 8vo. 1% 
Ridgeway. 1784. 

This advice is conveyed in the ftyle of Swift’s inftrugtions to fer- 
vants; a hint that we imagine will give a fuflicient idea of the na- 
ture of the undertaking, . : 

z N. Art. 
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Art. 44. Hints toa New Parliament. 8vo. 6d. Bew. 1784. 
A loofe general intimation of the bufinefs on which the New Par- 
tiament would be called upon to deliberate ;_ fome articles of which 
have been gone through, and we may hope the reit will be attended 
toin duetime. The late feffion, though fhort, was fuflicient!y occu- 
ied. e 
it. 45. 4 Letter to Sir Ce-il Wray, Bart. from an independent 
Ele&tor of Weftminfter. 8vo. 1s. Bew. 1784. 

A remonttrance tothe baronet, on his defertion of Mr. Fox, and 
prefent conteft with him. fe ° 
| EasT INDIES. ’ 
Art. 46. Thoughts on the prefent Eaft India Bill: pafled intoa 

Law, Auguft 1784. ‘To which is added, an authentic Copy of 

the bill. 8vo. 2s. Stockdale, 

A good vindication of the ftatute in queftion, againft the objections 
raifed by the late minifters, and the party that fupported Mr. Fox’s 


bill. 4 
Art. 47. Short State of the prefent Situation of the Eaft India Fe 
any, both in India and in Europe ; with an Examination into the 
probable Profpects of extricating it from its prefent Difficulties. 

8vo. 1s.6d. Debrett. 1784. 

This ftatement appears to proceed from an intelligent, well-in- 
formed hand; the writer objects to various articles in the publifhed 
accounts of the Company, as well from errors already difcovered in 
them, as from the circumftance that no difappointments in their re- 
gular expectations, or accidents of any kind areallowed for. Seve- 
ral of thefe, he fhews, would materially {well the debtor fide, and de- 

refs the creditor fide of their books; fo that upon the whole the 
actual fituation of the Company is far more precarious than their 
oftenfible circumitances. °, 
Art. 48. Review of the Queftion concerning the Government of the 

Britifh Pofeffions in India; with the Heads of a Plan propof.d, 

By a Member of Parliament. 8vo. 1s. Robfon. 

This writer propofes to keep government and trade feparate ; to veft 
the former in a council of ftate fomewhat in the manner adopted, 
but including two of the directors; and to leave the trade in the 
hands of a Court of Direétors, to be reduced to twelve; to reftore 
the sool. proprietors to their former rights; and to partition fub- 
ordinate powers, fo as to prevent too large an accumulation of influ- 
ence eitherin the body of Directors, or to be exerted again them to 
the prejudice of the Company and of the Public. oe 

RELIGIOUS. Oy 
Art. 49. 4 Key to the Three firft Chapters of Genefis, opening to 
the common Underftanding the Produétion of the World, the 

Creation, Formation, and Fall of Man; and the Origin of Evil. 

8vo. 1s. Wilkie. 1784. 

This Writer fuppofes that the world which we inhabit was origi- 
nally formed out of the wreck of Satan’s kingdom, and given to 
Adam as his principality;—that as long as he maintained the per- 
fetion of his nature, the world, and all that was in it, was very 
good, and totally exempt from thofe evils which have fince difturbed 
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tts harmony, and marred its beauty: that in the primitive ftate jn 
which Adam was created, tillage was unneceflary to the production 
of fuch fruits at his nature needed for its wages} but when he be- 
gan to fall, he was reduced to the neceffity of labouring for his fub- 
fiftence: that the firft evidence of the entrance of evil was the mi} 
that arofe to water the ground; and the next was the produétion of 
a‘tree that had fome noxious qualities in it; that the nature of man 
was originally two-fold, but as foon as the fymptoms of imperfeétion 
appeared, a divifion took place; or rather a decompofition of the 
male and female, which were before united in one perfon: that in 
their feparate and diftin& capacities, that is, as Adam and Eve, the: 

partook of the fatal tree, and thus encreafed the imperfetion of hu- 
man nature, and laid a foundation for the propagation of it to their 
offspring ; but that Satan might not eventually and finally triumph 
over the world, and bring it into eternal and univerfal bondage, 
God a fecond time checked his power, and gave the lott kingdom to 
the fecond Adam, who would preferve it with more care than the 
firft, and in the end totally deftroy the kingdom of Satan, exclude 
evil from the world, and reduce it to its firft and higheft perfection 
and happinefs. 

This is the fubftance of the prefent pamphlet ; and it may afford 
much edification and entertainment to thofe who have a tafte for ca- 
baliftic theology, or Jacob Behmen. p--k. 
Art. 50. The Suterexcellency of the Chriftian Religion difplayed; 

or, a Treatife on natural and revealed Religion. Intended to ex- 

lain the Nature of, and fhew their effential Difference. To 
which is added an Anfwer to the Rev. Mr. Lindfay’s popular Ar- 
-gument againit the Divinity of the Lord Jefus Chrift. By Laur. 

Butterworth. 8vo. 2s. Buckland. 

‘his work contains a very accurate delineation of the leading 
features of Calvinifm, and no mean defence of its diftinguifhing 
principles. $° 
Art. 51. Sermons on various Subjefts. By the Rev. Henr 

Downes, late Vicar of Ecclesfield, Governor of the Duke of Nor- 

folk’s Hofpital, and Miniiter of St. Paul’s Chapel, Sheffield. 8vo. 

2 Vols. 10s. Crowder. 1784. 

Thefe Difcourfes, which are entirely of a practical nature, and are 
contined to the common fubjects of the pulpit, may be very ufeful 
to thofe plain and honeft Chriflians, who ‘ defire the fincere milk 
of the Word, that they may grow thereby ;” and leave refined {pe- 
culations and florid harangues to the curious and the idle, who read 
more for amufement than for profit. Since fo many of the modern 
generation Of preachers are too ignorant or too indolent to com- 
pofe their own fermons, it may not be amifs to direét their attention 
to the prefent volumes, as containing many difcourfes that are ex- 
ceedingly well adapted to a country congregation. As we defpair 
of reétifying this general remiffnefs, we can only endeavour to turn 
it to the beft account we can; and though, after this reflection, we 
cannot expect their thanks, yet if they follow our advice, we may 
perhaps be entitled to the thanks of their hearers. 0 
Art. 52. Lhe Preacher's Affiflant (after the Manner of Mr. Let- 

fome); containing a Series of the Texts of Sermons and Difcourfes, 
publithed 
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ublifhed either fingly or in Volumes, by Divines of the Church 
of England, and by the Diflenting Clergy, fince the Reforation 
to the prefent Time. Specifying alfo the feveral Authors, alpha- 
betically arranged under each Text ; with the Size, Date, Occa- 
fion, or Subjeét of each Sermon or Difcourfe. By John Cooke, 

M. A. late Chaplain of Chrift Church, Oxford, and Reétor of 

Wentnor, Salop. Svo. 2 ‘ois. JOS. White, &c. 1783. 

The prefent Editor of a work peculiarly ufeful to young itudents 
in divinity, feems to have improved and extended Mr. Letfome’s 
plan*. He affures the reader, in his Preface, that he has inferted 
the texts of feveral thoufand difcourfes which were not to be found 
jn the former edition. ‘The gate is alfo opened wider than it was 
before, for the admiffion of the Diffenting clergy; whofe difcourfes 
are incorporated and diftinguifhed by a mark.—Thus enlarged, im- 
proved, and continued down to the year 1783, the Editor fubmits 
his work to the candid acceptance of the Public ; ‘ flattering himielf 
that nothing has been omitted to complete it, in proportion to the 
afliftances he could procure:’ and thofe affiftances appear to have 
been very confiderable ; the public libraries, and other fources of 
information, having been, as he affures us, in his Preface, dili- 
gently and affiduoufly reforted to. The fecond volume gives us 
“an Hiffcrical Regifter of all the Authors, in the ferfes alphabetically 
difpofed, with their titles, preferments, &c. exhibiting. in chrono- 
logical order, a fuccinét view of their feveral works. Alfo lifts of 
the Archbifhops and Bifhops of England and Ireland, from 1660 
to the prefent time,” &c. &c. 

Art. §3. 4 General View of the Arguments for the Unity of Ged, 
and againft the Divinity and Pre-exiftence of Chrift; from Rea- 
fon, from the Scriptures, and from Hiftory. By Jofeph Prieilley, 
LL.D. F.R.S. 1zmo. 2d. Johnfon. 1783. 

This fmall traét is a recapitulation of arguménts which have been 
more fully confidered in larger works. ‘ In writing it,’ the Doctor 
fays, ‘ 1] have two objects. One is, a cheap and extenfive circula- 
tion; and the other, to ferve as a guide to thofe perfons who may 
wifh to preferve on their minds a juit idea of the p/ace and walue of 
any particular argument, in a mifcellaneous controverfy; and to 
enable them to judge how far any parcicular advantage in argu- 
mentation affects the merits of the queftion in debate.’ ‘I’o the fub- 

jects immediately f{pecified in the title-page is added, a chapter con- 
taining * Maxims of hiftorical criticifm, by which the preceding 
arucles may be tried.’ ° 
Art. 54. Of tie Socinian Scheme. By Edward Harwood, D.D. 

Second Edition, enlarged. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Sold by the Author, 

No. 6, Hyde-ftreet, Bloomfbury. | 

This piece, which contains a popular view of the arguments 
againft Socinianifm, at prefent recommends itfelf to the attentian of 
the Public, from the unfortunate fituation of the Author, whofe 
long illnefs has laid him under the neceflity of foliciting charitable 
atiftance, EB. 





* Mr. Letfome’s work was publithed in the year 1753. Sce 
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Art. §5. The Inconfiftency of Infant Sprinkling with Chriftian 
Baptifin, with religious Ufefulnefs, and with Salvation by Grace 
alone Being a Reply to a Treatife on Baptifm, lately publithed 
from a MS. of the late Rev. Mr. Matthew Henry. In Six Let. 
ters to the Editor. By Jofeph Jenkins, A.M. Small 8vo. 4s, 
Buckland. 1784. 

The Author of thefe Letters attempts to prove, that what is called 
Infant-baptifm is totally imcompatible with the nature, defign, and 
end of baptifm, confidered as a moral inftitution: that it is no lefs 
inconfiftent with the explicit defignation of the ordinance as particu- 
Jarly delineated in Scripture: that there is no precept to enforce, 
and no example to illuftrate the practice. He next fhews its inuti- 
lity ; and lattly, its dangerous tendency. The concluding Letter 
treats of the mode of adminiftering the ordinance ; and is defigned 
to prove, that immerfion is the only {criptural mode of bapti{m. 

We will prefent the Reader with a few extracts from this acute 
and fenfible performance. 

‘ In flating the grounds of infant-baptifm, I obferve, that if the 
principles upon which it is judged defenfible [viz. by Mr. Henry, 
p- 72.] were pra@ically adhered to, they would confine the admini- 
firation to about a guarter or one third of thofe to whom it is now 
profeffedly given. Mr. Henry admits, that ** if the parents be pro- 
fane and fcandalous, or deny the fundamental articles of the Chriftian 
religion, or refufe to confent to the covenant of grace (as all un- 
regenerate men, moral and immoral, do) their children are not to 
be baptifed.”” If then the Pedobaptilt-minifters were confiftent, the 
number admitted would be comparatively fmall. Whereas, now, 
generally, both in the church of England, and among Diffenters, 
all the children prefented are fprinkiec, let the parents be what they 
may; yea, even bafe-born children. And indeed, if it be the 
child’s privilege or benefit, I do not fee why the parent’s fault fhould 
be an impediment.’ 

‘ Where baptifm is exprefsly mentioned, under the idea of a bu- 
sial and a refurreftion, Mr. Henry will not allow that the mode is 
at all referred to. A Quaker would thank him for the remark, that 
** our conformity to Chriit lies not in the fign, but the thing figni- 
fied ;” and prove from his own words, that this text doth not intend 
water-baptifm, but fome inward work fo expreffed ; and alfo, that 
the Lord’s Supper means no external ordinance, but an inward 
conformity to Chrift’s death. Mr. Henry believes this latter ordi- 
nan¢e, by the types of eating and drinking, the inwardly feeding on 
Chrift by faith, of which the aéions are fo very fignificant. And 
doth not the afimilating tapti/m to a burial, \ead to the notion, that 
there is fomething in the manner of its adminiftration /ike a burial, 
fuch as immerfion is? How elfe can it have in its form the aptitude, 
he tells us, the Lerd fecks ?’ , 

In a former Review *, we took notice of fome reflections, thrown 
out by Mr. Henry againft the mode of baptifm by immerfion, prac- 
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* Vid. our account of Mr. Robins’s edition of Mr. Henry’s trea= 
tife on Baptifm, Rev. April laf, P- 312 : 
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tifed by our brethren of the Antipoedobaptift communion, which the 
Editor ought to have fuppreffed, as they favour too much of a bi- 
goted and illiberal fpirit. It is not to be fuppofed, that they 
fhould pafs unnoticed by a writer, who profeffedly appears in vin- 
dication of the practice, which the zeal of Mr. Henry hath fo un- 
candidly mifreprefented. Let us hear Mr. Jenkins on the other fide 
of the queition. ; , - 

‘ It would feem, that Mr. Henry is fenfibdle his caufe is but ill- 
fupported by the railing accufations he brings againit immerfion ; as, 
(1) that ** it unavoidably occafions a very great diftraction and di 
compofure of mind in the perfons baptifed.” Thofe are the beit 
judges, and the only ones, in this cafe, who have fubmitted to the 
ordinance: and perhaps ycu will not find a baptized perfon in Eng- 
and that will juftify this bold affertion. . .. (2) ‘* In many cafes 
the mode is perilous to health.” “Andin fuch cafes, I would advile 
to defer the duty to a more favourable opportunity. There may be 
particular fickneffes anlufirbereta Morinkling water upon the face 
would be perilous; and people may be fo ill that bread and wine 
may be improper for them ; yet you would not change the form of 
the Lord’s Supper, to fuit it to fick people’s incapacity. Butdo you 
know of any perfons who have been killed, or their health injured, 
by baptifmal immerfion? I never heard of one. Do you produce an 
inftance, if you can.....(3) Mr. Henry proceeds to flander us. 
You, Sir, alfo have patronized the untruth: ‘* That the general 
practice among the Baptilts is to baptize aaked, or mext to naked, and 
even women almoft naked, before a congregation.” In this public 
manner, then, I call upon you to make goed a fingle inftance of this 
immodett charge.’ 

This calumny againft immerfion mich poflibly have had fome 
grounds in the practice of a few + enthufiafts in the laftage. Mr. 
Baxter ufes almoft the fame words, when fpeaking of the indecency, 
as well as the danger,’ of adminiftering baptifm by immerfion, as 
Mr. Henry ; and indeed the latter appears to have copied from him. 
The reflection, however, fhould by no means be extended to the 
general prattice of the Antipcedobaptifts ; efpecially thofe of modern 
times. We almoft queflion if it ever had a foundation: we are cer- 


tain it hath none at prefent. B..-& 


Art. 56. dn Addre/s to Perfons after Confirmation, pointing out 
the Means of attaining Chriftian Perfection and true Happinefs. 
Delivered Aug. 24, 1783, to a very namerous Audience, and 


publifhed at their Requeft. By Samuel Ccoper, D. D. Minifter of 


Great Yarmouth, 1zmo. Is. ecket, &c. 
This {mall publication is written in an animated ftvle, and may be 
ufeful to thofe for whofe inftruti n it was compofed. De 
¢ 





+ Edwards, in his Gangrana [Part I. p. £7.], tells a thameful 
ftory, which decency will not permit us to tranfcribe, of the con- 
duct of a Baptift teacher (in that grand xra of fanaticifm and abs 
furdity, the protectorate of Oliver Cromwell), towards a female 
candidate for baptifm ; but the authority of Edwards is not to be 
relied on. The teitimony of a bigot, like the faith of a Cartha- 
giuian, is not to be admitted without referve. 
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Sermons on the lite GENERAL THANKSGIVING, 


I. Preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in the Abbey 

Church, Weitminfter, on Thurfday, July ger 1784; being the 

14 Day appointed for a General ‘Thankfgiving, By Edward Lord 

Bithop cf St. David’s. gto. 1s. Rivington. 1784. 

The text, Pf. cxviti. 24, 25. This is the day, &c. The general 
fuperintendance of the univerfe, argued from thofe particular events 
which fall more immediately within our own cognizance ; from the 
check put on the progrefs of evil, that it may not break in on the 
ftanding laws of the Divine government, nor produce univerfal difor- 
der and confufion, and more efpecially from the inftance more immedi- 
ately under contemplation. The following conclufion is laid down as 

Wheopnwr a kind of general maxim, ‘ Mlaseewes, therefore, the miferies intro- 
duced by war and violence, are fucceeded by the return of peace,- 
we may reft affured that the affairs of men are under much better dif- 

ofal than our own. 

‘ Peace is a bleffing to the world at large: to a commercial people 
the bieffing is of ftill higher eftimation ; and fhould be preferved with 
a degree of folicitude equal to its importance. 

‘ The neceflity of peace to this country, at the prefent period, muft 

; be apparent to every one acquainted with our fituation. We were at 

laft tingly engaged with every enemy who thought it their intereft to 
attack us, and to join with others in their ufual plan of hatred and 

: hoftility to this country and nation. We ftood alone and unfupported 

againft a more formidable hoft of opponents than had ever in former 
times been collected to opprefs and deftroy us. Had not God been 
with us, had not the Lord been on our fide, when men rofe up 
againft us, we muft have fank under the power and multitude of our 
enemies ; we muit have been fwallowed up quick, when they were fo 

‘ wrathfully difpleafed at us!’ 

From this view of our danger and our deliverance, the exhortation 
to gratitude comes forward with peculiar propriety ; while the patt 
favours of Heaven are made the motives for truft and confidence in 
God for future protection ; and the duties of obedience and love are 

enforced as the beft evidences we can give of the improvement we 


make of the bleffings of Heaven. b 
Il, Before the Houfe of Commons, &c. By Geo. Prettyman, D. D. 
} Prebend of Weitminfter. 4to. 1s. White. 


Colof. iv. 2. Continue in prayer, &c. The duty recommended by 
pagan examples, and enforced on {cripture grounds, and by fcripture 
motives. Applied to our fituation, which calls for the mutual exer- 
cife of prayer and thank/giving, ‘ | acknowledge that our fituation is 
truly alarming ; but at the fame time I contend, that we ought not 
to defpair; and I cannot avoid confidering as enemies to their coun- 
try, thofe gloomy theorifts who are ever aggravating our diftrefles, and 
reprefenting our ruin as inevitable and immediate. Iftheir opinions 
fhould ever make a general impreflion on the minds of men, there 
will indeed, from that moment, be reafon for defpair ; but I truft that 
the {pirit of Englifhmen will never fhrink from thofe burdens which 
are eflential to the maintenance of public faith, and which the exi= 
gencies of the times require.’ Speaking of fome late tranfactions the 
Door hath the following remark: ¢ This is certain!y nota place for 

: calling 
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in queftion the jultice of the origin of that war which was the 
| becianing of forrows, nor for enquiring into the wifdom of thofe mea- 
e es by which it was conduéted. ‘Thefe are tranfactions of too fatal 


AN 
Ci Hing 


vn importance to the deareit intereft of this country to be fuppoied 
¥ exfly to fall into oblivion. Impartial hiftory fhail record them for 
® the information and warning of prefent and future ftatefmen !’—This 
S is «the sommeoaw ful tale” which, fays Mrs. Macaulay, pofterity hath 
*) to relate of a ‘‘ certain nation.”? It will need her pen to diate it in 
fxch a manner as to make it the inftructive warning it ought to be. @ 
. [I]. Preached at Richmond in Surrey, on July 29th. By Gilbert 4 
(0 Wakefield, B. A. Iate Fellow of Jefus College, Cambridge. 8vo. 
6d. johnfon. 

If. xi. 9. They pall not hurt nor deftroy, &c. Difplays the admirable 
tendency of the Gofpel to promote love and concord amongit its pro- 
feflors, and its general influence on the ftate of fociety at large, ‘The 
obligations of Chriftians to improve fo great a blefiing are enforced ; 
and their aggravated guilt in counteracting its holy and benevolent 
purpofes, is reprefented in a very ftrong light, and with many judi: . 
cious and pious reflections. Bs 
IV. The Miferies of War, and the Hope of final and univer/al Peace, fet 

forth in a Sermon preached at Colyton in the county of Devon, 

July 29. By Jof. Cornifh. 8vo. 6d. Robinfon. 

If ii 4. And he foall judge among the nations, &c. Treats of the 
general bleflings of peace, contrafted with the horrors and calami- 
tiesof war: of the grounds on which Chriftians build their expecta- 
tions of that univerfal harmony which will in time be eifected by the 
influence of the gofpel of Chrift. This point is argued from the ex- 
prefs declarations of the Divine Word ; and alfo from the natura! pro- 
grefs of fociety in the cultivation of thofe principles which have the 
moft evident tendency to promote a fpirit of peace and unanimity 
amongft the nations of the world. ‘ Nations find, by experience, 
that much is to be loft, and little to be gained, by war. Religion 
ufed to be made a pretence for ftirring up men to ads of currage 
but this mad phrenzy hath loft much of its power: the enlargemen 
of trade and commerce is leis likely than formerly to be the cccatio: 
of war.? This difcourfe, like all the reft of Mr. Cornith’s publica- 
uons, bears the traces of a ferious, a liberal, and an honeft {piric. 
It is dedicated to Lord Shelburne, asa tribute of gratitude from an 
individual, who, with the general body of Englifhmen, feels himfelf 
interefted in the peace which his adminiitration procured: a peace, 
which, if in fome inftances it was humiliating to national pride, be- 
Came INDISPENSABLY NECESSARY to the falvation of our country. 
And was it indeed hamiliating ? What made it fo? The infatuated, 
the wicked policy of thofe very men who moft loudly complained of 
the terms of it. Chrifianity forbids us to curfe, or one might be tempted 

to fay, ** Carfed be their anger, for it was fierce, and their wrath, for 
it was cruel.’ The other part of the malediétion hath been amply 
fulfilled. ** I will divide them in Jacob, and featter them-in Hrae!:? 
and let their fate be a warning to thofe fons of violence, perfidy, and 
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ambition, who *¢ in their anger would flay a man, and in their felf- 
will dig down awall.” Vid. Gen. xlix. 6, 7. Ds 

¢ 


cP The remainder of the thank/eiving fermons in our next. 
CERMON 
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S ERM O N. 
The Importance of Religious Education.——At the Reverend Mp, 


net Meeting-houfe, London-wall, June oth, 1784. For the 
enefit of the Proteitant Diflenting Chartity-Schooi, Little Barthos 

lomew-Clofe. By Robert Winter, 1zmo. 6d. Buckland. 

From Deut. vi. 7. And thou fhalt teach them to thy children. A fe 
rious and fenfible difcourfe adapted to the occafion ; recommending, 
by proper and pertinent reflections, a religious education in general, 
and particularly that charity, for this purpofe, in behalf of which it 
was delivered. H 

6 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


+44 The fenfible and obliging letter of Canpipus, on the fub. 
ject of a General Index to the whole Set of Monthly Review, is entitled 
to our refpectful acknowledgment. Whatever defects this correfpond- 
ent may have obferved in the indexes which have been given to 
the feveral volumes of the Review *, muit be charged to the account 
of the Jndex-maker, not to that of the Reviewers, who have no con- 
cern in that neceflary appendage to their work. It is hoped the Ge- 
neral Index, now aétually printing, will obtain the approbation of 
Candidus, and of the Public at large. 


* More attention will be paid to thefe in futures 





g§ ‘* A Conftant Reader’s” hint with refpeé to the infertion of 
the texts of all fermons that may be mentioned in the Review, will 
be adopted ; but the circumftance cannot, conveniently, take place 
with refpect to thofe articles which are already prepared for the prefs, 
of which aconfiderable ftock is always in hand. 





t§t Mr. Stockdale’s fermons will be noticed with our earlieft con- 
venience, 





qiiq The remainder of our account of Captain Cook’s Voyage 1s 
obliged, by accident, to be deferred to our next month’s Reviews 





ERRATA in our laf. 


P. 86, 1. 7. from bottom, for efconades, r. efcouadese 

— 93, par. 2. 1. 6. for edomatous, r. edematous. 

— 115, 1. 9. from bottom, for is, r. are. 

— 135, art. x. the reference to our lait Appendix fhould be 566. 
— 142, in the reference at the bottom, for May, r. Fune. 
— 158, 1. 1. for /ivres, r. livre. 


m— 159, Ast. 53, 1. 4. for on, r. in. 
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